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EXTRACTS 

FROM 

THE STATUTES OF TRINITY COLLEGE, 

CAMBRIDGE^ 

GIVEN BY QJJEEN ELIZABETH, A,D; 1560. 



D£ FUNDATORIS, ET ALIORUM BEKSFACTOAUil 

COMM£NDATION£. 

AD cujufque termini finem, commendatio fiat 
in (acello, nobilif&mi regis Henrici cxShvi, fiindatoris 
tarn ampli collegii; et reglnas Mariae; aliorumque 
clarorum virorum, quorum beneficenda collegium 
Ipcupletatur. Ejus haec fit forma; Primum re-. 
citetur clara voce Pater nofter. Deinde decantentur 
hi tres Pfalmi, 144, 145, 146. Poft haec legatur 
caput 44 EcclefiaAici. His finitis, unus e con« 
cionatoribus or(Une fuo^ banc extraordinariam con- 
cionem babeat. Fundatoris ampliffimam muni'fi- 
centiam prasdicet \ quantus fit literyum ufus oftendat . 

A 2 c^'diXCCA 
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qusntis laudibus afficiendi funt qui literarum (ludia 
beneficentia fua excitent ; quantum Jit ornamentum regnk 
d»£ios virds haherey qui de rebus coniroverfis Vir§ 
judicare pcjjinti quanta fit fcripturarum laus ; et 
^ quantum illae omni humanae aiithoritati antccedant; 
quanta fit ^jus ^cxStrina^ In vulgus utilitas, et quam 
Jate pateat ; quam egregium et regium fit, cui Deus 
univeriie plebis fuae curam commifit, de multitudinc 
miniftrorum verbi Dei laborarc j atque hi, ut honefti 
atque eruditi fint, curare j atque alia ejus generis^ 
quae pii et dofti vhi cum laude Illuftrare po(fint« 
Hac Qoncione perorata, decantetur Te Deum» &c» 

OF THE COMMSMORATIOK OP THE FOUNDER, 
AND THE REST OF THE BENEFACTORS. 

* At the end of every term, let there be a com- 
memoration, in the chapel of the moft noble king 
Henry VIIL the founder of fo large a college 5 and 
cf queen Mary ; and the other illuftriou8 perfont, by 
Vpfcofe benefadiom the college is endowed* Let 
thi§ be its form, Firft, let the lord's prayer be 
diftindty read : then thefe three P(alms, 144, 145, 
146, {)e chanted. After them let the 44th chapter 
of Ecclefiafticus be read. Which being concluded, 
let one of the colfege-preachers in his turn preach 
this fermon extraordinary (i. e. in addition to thofe 
appointed for the great feftivals.) Let him proclaim 
file founder's very \|iberal munificence : let him (hew 

hovf 
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how great the ufe of learning — how laudable are 
they who by their beneficence promote the ftudy of 
letters — what an ornament it is to a kingdom to contain 
learned men^ who are able to form a true judgment on 
controverjial matters — what praife is due to the 
fcriptures ; and how far they furpafs all human 
authority— how great an4 how extenfive the utility 
of that kind of knowledge among the common 
people — how noble, and worthy a king it is, for 
him to whom God hath committed the care of hiB 
whole people, to labour in procuring a great number 
of minifters of God's word, and take care that they 
be honeji and learned — and other fubjefls of that" 
nature, which pious and learned men may com- 
mendably enlarge upon. This fermon being finiflied, 
let the Te Deum be fung, &c. 

Part of the Oath taken by every Fellow upon his 
^dmiffion : 

Ego NN. juro, ac Deo tefte promitto, me veram 
Chrifti religionem omni animo amplexurum; Scrip- 
turae authoritatem hominum judiciis prsepofiturum ; 
regulam vitae, et fiiramam fidei, ex verbo Dei 
petiturum. Caetera, quae ex verbo Dei non pro- 
bantur, pro humanis habiturum. Autboritatem re- 
giam in hominibus fummam, ct externorum Epif- 
coporum jurifdiftioni minime futje£tam, aeftima- 
turumj et conti'arias verbo Dei opiniones omni 

A 3 voluntate 



voluntate ac mente refutaturum : Vera confuetifif 
fcripta nonfcriptis, inreligionis caufa antdiabiturum,* 
Theohgiam mihi finem Jiudiorum propojiturum ; tt 
facros ordineSj cum tempus his ftatutis praefcriptum 
advenerit, fufcepturum s aut e coUegio difceflurutri) 
&c. 

*.I NN. fwcar, and) in the prefence of God^ 
promife, that I will, with all my hearty embrace the 
true religion of Chiift; will prefer the authority of 
the fcripture to the determinations of men 5 and take 
jpyrute of life, and fummary of faith from the word 
of God : that all other pofitions, which are not 
proved from the word of God, I will regard aft 
human : tiiat I will efteem the royal authority to be 
over aH |>erfons fupreme ; and by no means fubje£l 
to the jurifdiftion of foreign bifliops : that I willj 
with all my inclination and underdanding, confute 
opinions contrary to God's word — that in thebufinefe 
of religion I will prefer true to received, written 
to unwritten, dodrines \ propofe divinity as the end 

of 

♦ King Edward VI, A.D. 1552, gave the college 
a body of flatutes^ in which the oath of the fellows 
upon admifiion is^ thus far^ almoft verbatim the fame 
with the prefcnt. What follows (viz. TheQlogiam ^c.J 
is totally omitted. H^re we have another proof of 
the proteftant fpirit which pervades that foundation. 
Henry VIII, dying fooa after the endowment, pre- 
scribed no flatutes. 
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tf myjludies\ aiid when the time pfefcribed by dlefis 
ftatutes iball arrive^ will either take hcdy orders, or 
quit the college, &c/ See alfo die forms for tho 
ordination of priefis^ and the confecration of 
bifhops. 

The reader is requeficd to compare the above 
extradb with one from the univeriity fiatute, di 
ConcionibuS'i given by die fame queen Elizabeth, A,D« 

* Prohibemus ne quifquam in cdncione aliqu£^ 
in loco communi tra£bmdoj in leflionibus publicis, 
feu aliter publice, infra univerfitatem noftram quic*^ 
quam doceat, traitet, vel defendat, contra religi- 
oqem, feu ejufdem aliquam partem in regno itt)!lro 
piiblicd authoritate receptam & ftabilitam, aut con* 
tra aliquem ftatum, authoritatem, dignitatem, feu 
gradum, vel eccledafticum vel civilem, hujus noftri 
regni, vel Anglise, vel Hiberniae. Qui contra fe- 
cerit^ errorem & temetitatem fuam, canceilarii juiTu, 
cum aifenfu majoris pardspiaefe£bDrum coll^ionimy 
revocabit, & publice confitebitur. Quod fi recufa* 
verit, aut non humiliter eo modo quo illi praefcribitur, 
perfecerit^ eadem authoritate a collegio fuo perpetuo 
excludatur, & univerfitate exulabit/ 

• We forbid that any perfon, in any fermon, 
common place, public readings, or other public man- 
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ncr within our uiriverfity, fliould teach, treat fyO 
or defend, any point contrary to the religion, or any 
part of it, which hath been received and eftabli/hed 
by public authority in this our realm ; or contrary to 
any ftate, authority, dignity, or degree, ecclefiaftical 
or civil, of this our kingdom of England or Ire- 
land. Whoever (hall a(^ otherwife, (hall at the 
command of the chancellor, vi^ith the aflent of the 
major part of the heads of colleges, retract, and pub- 
licly confefs, his error and temerity. But if he re- 
fufe ; or do not humbly comply in the manner pre- 
{cribed ; let him by the fame authority be for ever 
excluded his college, and baniflied from the uni- 
Terfity/ 

This ftatute hath been lately called into public no- 
tice, in the cafe of Mr, Frend. It cannot be difmiffed 
without one or two obfervations. A number of per- 
fons, acting by no authority but what is avowedly 
human, ai&fted by nothing but their own confeffedly 
fallible judgments, compile a liturgy (I will not fay 
from the Mafe-book); frame a feries of articles; 
and eftablifh what is called a hierarchy in England 
and Ireland. Then comes the civil power, and pro- 
hibits every academic — every protejlant academic — in 
the center of literature and reformation — on pain, 
except he contradift his decided opinion, of being 
perpetually excluded his college, and banifhed the 
protiftant univcrfity— notwithftanding his having per- 

' haps 
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haps fworn in his private college, that he will not 
only prefer the authority of fcrlpture to the determi- 
nations of msn, but will moreover confute opinions 
contrary to God's word — from uQng his private 
judgment, and in any manner impugning any one 
propofition in the whole colteftion ; let the improve- 
ment of the age in fcriptural knowledge be what it 
may ; and the objeftions urged wiih all the learning, 
moderation, humility, and difcretion, which diftinguifh 
that moft important and valuable publication, the 
Candid Difyuiftiions. In the ad year of her ^eign,- 
queen Elizabeth was overturning the p€pe^§ ec-^ 
clefiaAical Supremacy ^ in the I2(h (he was eftabtiib- 
ing her own ! 

How is ft poiSMe to reconcile the ftatute if 
Ofneionibus with the obligation incumbent upon cer-< 
tain academics, to oppofe, in the divmity fchoobt 
any, the moft orthodox and fundamental points, that 
can be offered ; and confequently to defend publicly 
tienets contrary to our ecclefiaftical doftrine, or dif- 
cipline ? Are we not in the habit of vidating the 
ftatute daily ? Do we not thus countenance an idea 
that the moft important of our theological difputations 
are merely nugatory with refpe£l to the advancement 
of truth; and that, whichever fide hath the advan- 
tage in the fchools, yet out of them, opinions and 
fyftems muft remain precifely in Jiaiu quo ? How 
tantalising, not to fay infulring, to allow, and infift 
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iMiy fuch difcuffions? How un worthy the fubjefl:, 
and the gravity of the parties concerned, to fup- 
pofe them nothing but a trial of (kill in fophiftry ! ! 

The following circumfiance relative to the ftatutes 
of Trinity college, will perhaps illuftrate, more than 
a great deal of argument, the truly prcte/iani (jpirit 
of that foundation : In the firft and (econd years of 
the reign of Philip and Mary, a jJan of a body of 
fiatutes was made by fome private perfons, conform- 
able to the religion of the times : and a draught of 
a patent* was intended for the queen to fign, in 
order to audiorife Dr. Chriftopherfon, then mafter 
of the college, bi(hop Gardiner, and others, to rfevife, 
approve, or reject at their difcretion. But it does 
not appear that fuch patent ever paiTed the feai: 
nor are any ftatutes figned by queen IMary nowy 
nor ever were, as is believed, exifting. Queen 
Elizabeth's feem to have been taken from this plan, 
and are in the main, verbatim the fame. Yet 
every precaution was obferved to fecure the pro- 
teftant caufej as wiU appear from comparing the 
preceding oaths, with that which -was prefcribed in 
queen Mary's ftatutes: from which the following 
is an extract : 

Ego NN. juro, ac Deo tefte promitto, me fanflam 
& veram ecclefiae catholicae & apoftolicae rellgionem, 
ejufque authoritatem, fidem authodoxam, & fanam 
do£lrinam> amplexurum^ fecuturum, ac pro virili 

propugnaturum : 
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propugnatunim : omnem haerefin, omnia perveria 
dogmata, Sc opiniones peftiferas deteftaturum : fcrip- 
turae facrx, bnOiornm patrum, & conciliorum gene- 
ralium audioritati» ' decretis ac teftimoniis, Temper 
obiecuturum, &c. 

, I NN, fwear, and in the prefence of God promiTCf 
&at I will embrace, follow, and to my utmoft defend, 
the holy and true religion of the catholic and apoftolic 
church, and the authority, orthodox iaith, and found 
do£lrine of the fame : that I will deteft all herefy, 
all perverfe tenets, and peftilent opinions : that I will 
ever obey the authority, decrees, and teftimonies, 
of facred fcripture^ holy fathers, and general councils^ 
&c.»— Compare this with the ftatute de Concionibu$ 
iikewife. 
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EPHESIANS, V. 8. 

FOR YE WERE SOMETIMES DARKNESS, BUT 
NOW ARE Y£ LIGHT IN THE LORD j WAI,K 
AS CHILDREN OF LIGHT. 

WHILE we are engaged in the devctions of 
this felemnkjy v(4ltle we &re afcribing praife to the 
Fa&er of lightSj for the bleffings we enjoy in thefe 
ittirementft confecrated to independence, to learning, 
and to viltue, let us paufe, and recolle£l die nattire 
of the benefit conferred on us. It was our deliver- 
Mice from popery ; the eftablifhment of a perpetual 
barfiw againfi: that infatiable enemy of modern 
£uf(^, that fcourge of mankind, *' We hate 
" erefted," faith our royal founder*, ** cathedrals 
*' and colleges, in th3 place of monaderies j that 
** where ignorance and luperftition reigned, the fin- 
^ cere worfliip of God might flourifli, and the 
** gofpel of Chrift be purely preached." And if 
there ever be a time when the votaries of that baneful 
perfuafion> or a fpirit of perfecution fimilar to theirs, 
&all appear to gain an afcendency among us, it will 
be the duty and the honour of this society, to 
hlaw the trumpet and warn the pfoplefj that the ferpent 
may be bruifed at its birth. 

The 

* Statutes of the dean and chapter of Gloucefler^ 
given by Henry VIII. Neal's Puritans^ 410. vol. i. 
p, 706, 

-f- Ezekiel zxjuii. ]• 
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I'he vrorJs I have read to you require no ferthcr 
ftccommodation to our prefent purpofe, than the Tub** 
ftitution of papal inftead of pagan idolatry.* Out 
nation was formerly darknefs, while it groaned under 
the dominion of priefts, and prieft-direfied fov'retgns. 
But now are we light in the Lord. We are happy, 
if not in the meridian f{Jendor of the fun of righte- 
oufnefs, yet in the illumination of our atmofphere by 
his beams: and indulge a certain hope, that the 
clouds which ftill partially obfcure him will gradually 
difappcar, and leave us to rejoice in the full blaze of 
his glcry. Of the ignorance which once prevailed 
in this country, we need no farther proof, than that 
vre confented to be among the foremoft in art enter- 
prife recommended by the declamation of a fingle 
fanatic,! at whofe bidding millions of fwords leaped 
irom their fcabbards, to avenge the infult offered to 
a ijL'hitened fepulchr^X The multitudes were cxxited 
\o madnefs by the watch* word of religion \ tlfeir 
leaders by a lull of power. The object, tacondiat 
opinions by force of arms : to exterminate a warlike 
nation from the territory they inhabited. The events 
fuch as muft ever attend a fimilar projeft : The con- 
federates cemented by their blood and ti'eafure the 
empire they confpired Co overturn ; -impoveriflied and 
depopulated their own domain : and returned with no 

triump'is 

• SceDr. Middleton's letter from Rome. 
f Peter the Hermit. Hujne. A.D, locfi* 
X Matt, xxiii. 2j. 



( 14 ) 



S A 



triumphs, but fuch as they obtained over their rea- 
ion, their religion, and the feelings of our common 
liature. 

At the revival of literature the morning dawned on 
us. At that period, the- foundation of all improve- 
ment was laid, in the declaration that the icriptures 
are fufficient for falvation,* and that the bible, inter- 
preted by their own underftanding, is the rehgion of 
protefiants.f As far as the principle is adhered to, 
we may diftinguifh ourfelves by the denomination of 
the fe£k. And happy would it have been for their 
pofterity, had that illuftrious company, entitled 
** reformers," unmoved by the calumnies of their 
adverfaries, and regardlefs of the variety of fentiment 
that fprang up amongft their own adherents, protefted 
with the faihe firmnefs againft exercifing authority in 
matters of faith, that they did againft fubmitting to 
it.$ Then indeed \vould the glory of God at this 
xnoment have lightened our city, and the lamb have 

been 

» Vlth A rticlc of RcHgio* . 

f Chillingworth, chap, v?* ^ 56. 

% Sec archdeacon Blackbarne's ConfeJfionaU I 
eannot help mentioning another publication of that 
t^VEEoyAtproteftanty worthy particular attention at this 
criiis> tntiticd, Coftfiiieratto»s en the pre/ent ftate of the 
coHtroverfy Set'weiM the protejiants and papijis of Great 
Britain and Inlands Millar and CadcU^ 1768. 
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been the light of it.* Not only would the living 
form of fpiritual tyranny have' been banifhed from our 
view, but her relics would have been in vain enquired 
after. ^ * 

Her wailing ghoji would ne'er appear^ 
To vex tvithjhrieks this quiet grove ; 

and die hiftoric page would be our only teftimony to 
the ahnoft incredible tale, that our forefathers had 
been once fo untutored, as to imagine argument 
might be oppofed with exile, and enor extirpated by 
fire. 

The fource of our perfuafion tiiat die prefent illu- 
mination will advance to perfect day, is theteftimpnrf 
borne to Jefus in the prophecies of Paul and John i 
and the Avonderful and increafing intelligence with 
which thofe predi£lions are now contemplated. It 
by no means efcaped the fagacity of our reformers 
that the features of the apoftacy from Chrift's reli- 
gion, (ketched before-hand by the apoftolic pencll9 
bore a (Iriking refemblance to the church of Rome* 
They exhibited, and availed themfelves of die pic- 
ture, to exhort their hearers to come out of Babylon, 
and avoid the fornication of die mother of harlots. 
A fignal ornament of this univerfity, Jofeph Mede, 

B2 led 

* Apoc. xxi. 25. - 
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led the way, and a number of fucceeding writers, 
among v^om was our immortal Newton, have^fup- 
ported the conclufion, till it hath pafled almoft into 
Jk axiom*, that papal Rome is one principal obje£l 
of €{\t apocalyptic vifions ; and that it is the duty of 
proteftants, whatever charity and refpeft they enter* 
tain for the perfons, to abjure the tenets and tht 
pradices of the members of that communion. 

How fax diis exduffot application may be; accurafa 
I «ie not now enquire I but earneftly. recommend th^ 
fobje^y as duciditted by the kttetft pabticatk>ns,t tQ 
the candid examination of this theological audiei>ce4 
In the mean time it cannot but excite our furprife, 
dm: a coaceptipn ib deeply rooted in this nation, 
(bould on the fudden have diifappeared ; and that on« 
who. calleth hin^felf ^ proteftant, not content with 
imploring our proteSion for the unhappy fugitives of 
H n^^bbtHiring country, zs felkw-creatuns in terror 

and 

♦ It 1% the fubjcdl oi the Warburtonian Ledure 
at Lincoln's Inn i which, as will appear* it is fortunate 
for .bidiop Horfley that he never hath been appointed 
to preach, 

f See Mr. Evaolbti^s ununfwtred Letter to bifhop 
Htird, ad edit. Law and Johofon, ^IS"^- Alfo Com-* 
mentaries and EfTays, publilhed by the fociety for 
promoting the knowledge of the fcriptures, vol. i^ 
]^, 467. and vol. ii. No. 3* Jdhnfon. 
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and diftrefs; a$ flaves of an apoftate fuperftitioni 
whofe minds required the charity of our inftrudUon, 
as much as their bodies of our food and clothing ; 
whom it would be our crown of rejoicing to convert 
to that more pure religion we profefs— fihould behold 
to call them, already our bnthreriy members ofChriJt^ 
heirs of the promifes : fhould allow, with the moft 
nfidious pbufibility, and as a matter of trifling im- 
portance, that they do indeed differ from us in certain 
points of do^rine^ difcipHne^ and external rites \ that 
riiey adhere^ it is true, to the communion of the church 
of Rome in which they have been educated : yet declare 
them more endeared to us by the example they^exhibit of 
patient Juffering for confcience-fakc'^ than eflrangtd by 
what WE D££M their errors and corruptions : more 
near and dear to us^ in truths by far, thanfome^ who 
offering to be called our protefiant brethren^ have no 
other title to the name of protefiant^ than a jew or a 
pagan^ who not being a chrifiian^ is for that reafon 
only, not a papij}*. Are the prophecies then of the 

B 3 new 

• See a circular Letter from Dr. Horfley, bifhop 
of St. David's, to the clergy of his diocefe, recom- 
mending contributions for the French clergy. His 
lordfhip was foon after tranflated to the fee of 
RocheHer, and deanery of Weftminfter. He proceeds 
to excite the charity of his Cambro-britifh flock in the 
following evangelical rapture ;— •* perfoiis, who, pro* 
fefling to receive our lord as a teacher, ' as the \trf 
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«ew Teftament an idle dream, or have they fteetl 
^fely interpreted? Is tiiere no warning fcripture 
which authorifes us to pronounce the church of 
Rome apoftate, in firmer tone, and upon furer 
grounds, than merely becaufe we deem her erroneous, 
and corri4pt ? Are her revolt from Chrift, and ouf 
confequeiit renunciation of her, to be foftencd into 
an ejlrangement^ it may be, a temporary, or even, on 
our part, a capricious one ? Are myftery, idolatry, 
and blood-fhed, charaSeriftics of the religion of 
Jefus ? If fuch men b€ our brethren, in the houfehola 
of faith ; (God forbid that we (bould refufe them the 
title of our brethren, in the family of the humart 
race !) if they be n^cmbers of Chrift, heirs of the 
jpromi&S) how can the homiles of the church of 

England, 

Mahometans receive hiin> call in queflion however^ 
what is not called in queflion by the Mahometans^ the 
infallibilicy of his do&ine ; and under the maik of an 
affeded zeal for civil and religious liberty> are en«« 
deavouring to propagate in this country, thofe very 
notions of the fovercignty of the people, the rights 
of mant and an unlimited right of private judgment^ 
in oppofition to eccleiiaflical difcipline ; thofe trea* 
fonable and atheiftical notions, which in France have 
wrought the total fabverfion of the civil and eccle* 
fiaftical conftitution, the confafion of all rights, the 
abolition of all property, the extindlion of all re1i« 
gion, and the lofs of liberty to the individual, excepi 
that of bhifphemiDg God and reviling kings ! ! ! * 
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England, which denounce them, be afiented ta^ as eon'» 
tatning ** a godly, and wholefome dodlrinc, ^nd necef- 
fary for thefe times*/ If thefe men be out brethren, fo 
near and fo dear to us, have we not gone in the way of 
Cain\ our fathers in ena£):tng fanguinary flatutes 
againft priefts and recufants ; and we in enduring 
them to ftain our code? Would to God that from 

whatever 

> 

* See the 35th article. I'he homilies reprefent the 
church of Rome to be * not only a harlot, as the 
fcripture calleth her, bat alfo a foul, filthy, old, 
withered harlot*f*die fotileil and £lthieil harlot that 
ever was feen,' p. 159. Ed. 1766. *• The church of 
Kome— ^hath been, for the fpace of nine hundred 
years and odd—- fo far wide from the nature of tht 
true church, that nothing can be more.' p. 2&1, The 
perufal of the fermon againil peril of idolatry, and 
that for Whitfunday, would fhew us how fatally, as 
well as widely, we have deviated from our firfl prin- 
ciples. Thof(? who cannot read^ ought to ^ake it for 
granted that our forefathers bad Jome g9od reafonfor 
finging, 

* From Turk and Tope defend us. Lord ; 
Both which would thruft cut of his throne 
Our lord Chrifl Jefus thy dear fon (a).^ 

(<i) < The pope has fent a bull to the roman catholics of I2 eland, 
Jfigned by himfeKy and the whole conc'ave; wherein he excom* 
jniinicates every member of that perfuafioo, who fails in his loyalty 
•ad attacboient to the htafc of Hanover** Star, Dc^^ i%, ^I^V' 



( 20 ) 

whatever motive, the eloquence of this perfon in 
another place*, might procure the abolition of every 
religious teft and penalty, left their froward retention 
be more turbulent than the. innovation of their re« 
pealf ! If thefe men be our brethren, and the Apo- 
calypf^ a divine communication ; if our creeds be 
their creeds j our ecclefiaftical courts their ecclefiafti- 
cal courts ; our liturgy a copy of theirs ; a confe- 
quence will follow of which we are not aware ; and 
of which time will not fail to be the mighty arbiter. 
Whatever the event in this refpeil, I feel it my par- 
ticular duty at this jun£ture, and in this place, to 
warn thofe who are entrufted with the education of 
the Britiih youth, to rejeft the afliftance of fuch co- 
adjutors. They are not of the fame defcription with 
thofe who fought an afylum from the cruelties of the 
fourteenth Lewis ', with induftry, frugality, and the 
arts of peace in their train. They bring indeed their 

language; 

♦ SteBifliop Horfley's fpeech in the houfe of lords in 
favour of the Scotch epifcopalian bill. Gent. Mag* 
Nov. 1792. 

t "' A froward retention of cuftom, is as turbulent a 
thing as an innovation.' Lord Bacon^ quoted in an 
admirable pamphlet, entitlea, ' Confiderations on the 
expediency of reviling the liturgy and articles of the 
tJiarch of England ; by a Confiftent Proteilant/ 1790. 
Cadell. 
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language; yet the contagion of an Infidel court*} 
the indolence, and die vice, of a monaflery y the. 
follies, and intolerance^ of a bigoted church ; the 
ftrvility and intrigue of a defpctic government— 
There were- men to whofe wicked counfels have been 
afcribed the lofs of a crownf by one of pur princes, 
and of life by another* I^et us beware of fuch fra* 
ternity in religion, fuch ailbciates in tuition, fucU 
compatriots in our ftate» 

Nature recoils with horror at the fpje£bcle no?t. 
p(«ieflted by their unfortunate country. Under tbc^ 
guidance however of divine revelation the cohteohtr 
plative mind may di&ern the figns of thefe times^ 
and the hand of providence direding the madnefii 
of the people]:. The oracles of trudi, when fore-* 

telling 

* Sce^ among other pablicaiions^ Memoirts da Marti 
cbal due de Richelitu^ zd edit, 9 vols. 8vo. Paris, I793* 
containing the hiflory of the courts of Lewis XIV. 
and XV. ' It is, (faith the Monthly Reviewer, App. 
to Vol. XI. ne^ ^^r/>i,)thehiftory of defpotifm, fupcr- 
ftition, irreligioo, and vice.* 

f Com. Joum. 7 Feb. i638. Blackftone. B. i. ch, 
3. See Chriftian's note in loc. 

X '* fixt not two fparrows (bid for a for thing ?• AiM 
one of them (hall not fall on the ground without your 
JCather. But the very hairs of your head ase all 
tpumbered.'* Mat. x. 29, 
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telling the perfecutions to be endured by chrifliatis^' 
aflure u«, ' He that killeth with the fword) muft 
be killed with the (word/ ' They have flied (faith 
the angel) the blood of faints and prophets, and 
thou haft given them blood to drink ; for they are 
worthy*/ Deftruftion awaits the perfecutor. And 
it muft excite our aftonifhment to fee veftiges of this 
righteous difpenfation in what is pafHng before us* 
Lyons is recorded in early hiftory, as the fpot where 
a company of martyrs glorified God.f Lyons is 
now devoted^ and its name erafed from the memory 
€f man. Paris once ftreamed with the blood of 
the Hugonots : Paris hath fince been dyed with the 
daughter of that court and clergy, which inftigated 
the unutterable deed. Let us too be honeft in de« 
daring, whether if the maflacre of Saint Bartholomew, 
the revocation of the edift of Nantz, or a SpaniA 
aft of faith, were diftated by the fpiric of antichrift j 
the deprivation of the two thousand ejefled 
miniftersj, thtf feverities which forced our country- 
men to take refuge in the wilds of America, and 
the two religious conflagrations which have difgraced 

our 

. ♦ See Rev. xi. 5, i8« xiii. 10. xvi. 6. xviii. 6, ^4. 

f A.D. 177. Marcus Antoninus, Emp. Lardner, 
A.H.T. ch. XV. § 3. Molheim, Eccl. Hid. Cent. 2. 
p. i. ch. 2. § 6. 

} On the already famous Saint Bartholomew's daj, 
1662. Hume. 
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our own days*, detnoiiftrated the prefiding influence 
of a mind like that which was in Jefus. 

One particular in which the prophecy appears t# 
enlighten us, is the fate of the Gallican church. 
The revolted city of the apocalypfe is fuppofed to 
reprefent the antichriftian community eftablifhed in 
the European territory of the weftern Roman em- 
pire, ftiii fubfifting in its poUarchical and difmem* 
bered ftate." Of this city it is written, that the falj 
of a tenth partjiroiild a (hort time precede that of the 
reft ; and that its overthrow would be accompanied 
by aR earthquake, and the deftruQion of feven chi^ 
U^ (f the names of men-f. As France was one of 

the 

♦ It may be urged, that the riots in London in 1 780, 
and at Birmingham in 1791 » are to be afcribed to the 
populace. But it is not very credible that an unin- 
ftigated multitude would trouble themfelves about 
popery, or unitarianifm. A much more probable 
folution of the phoenomenon is, in my opinion, to be 
found by confidering the natural, though latent, opera- 
tion of thofe principles which have fince been more 
anblufhingly avowed in the deledlable extraft juft quoted 
from a paftoral circular letter. 

\ Rev, xi. 13. Rabaut de St. Etienne, in his hiftory 
of the French Revolution, B. i. p. 28. enumerates 
the opponents it had to encounter, i. Nobles. 2. The 
Military. 3. Privileged perfons, exempt from certain 
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the ten kingdoms founded on the ruins of the weftem 
empire; as violent commotions are now agitating 
the political world, * from the Boryfthenes to the 
Atlantic j' as feven clafles have lately been deprived 
of their privileges and titles 5 the curiofity of the 
chriftian fchdar is beyond meafure f^xcited, and will 
be gratified with the difcovery of various circum- 
ftances, which will c^ifirm his faith ; but which a 
deiire of brevity obliges mc to refer to his private 
Confideration. One queflion however I cannot help 
propofing ; that if luc be of that chofen psople who 
have in truth come out of Babylon, who partake not 
of her fins, and merit not her plagues ; why fhould 
we appear unprepared, or difinclined, to comply 
with the angelic mandate, and begin, at leaft, fome 
prelude to that fong of triumph, * Rejoice over 
her, thou heaven, and ye holy apoftle?, and prophets; 
/or God hath aveiiged you on her* ?' 



Th« 



impods, 4. Prieils. 5. Monaftic orders. 6. Farmers 
general. 7. The law. Thefe formed La haute Nation. 
The French nobility was itfelf alfo fubdivided into 
feven clafTes. i. The higher order of clergy. 2. Les 
grands Seigneurs, 3. Prefentes Connus, 4. Pre/entes 
Inconnus. 5. Non-Pre/entes. 6, A/ioblis. 7. Gens moins 
^ue rien, i. e. all the new nobility. Star Jan. 2, 1794, 

♦ Rev. xviii, 20. 
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' The legUIators of Franci arc drifts* ! While diejr 
expatiated freely in every region of tf/iful fcience, 
they were enjoined to ** taie for granted A<^e 
controverfial matters of religion, their forefathers 
had fome good reafon for adhering to^f. They 
wcKC not permitted to diftinguilh the dodlrines of 
our lord from thofe of their church. Their mind, 

arrived 

* ' Sittings of the Jacobins, Dec. ii. *' I neither 
think it wife nor prudent, (exclaimed the member) to 
extinguiih the idea of God in the minds of the people. 
For my own part, I make here my profeffion of faiths 
and I declare that I believe in the exigence of a God." 
This declaration was received with the loudefl ap- 
plaufes; and every member l*i£ng Hp exclaimed^ 
*' Yes, we all believe in God." Cotirier, Dec. 23, 
1 793* This, together with the recoUediqn, that the 
fupreme Being is acknowledged in tlieir new conllitu« 
tlon, as the witnefs in whofe prefence they proclaim the 
EIGHTS OF MAN, and whofe worfhip they declare 
inviolable, may diilipate the fooliih delufion, that they 
are a nation of atheidsit. The philofophers among them 
who rejedl chridianity, undoubtedly reje^ the do^rine 
of the deity of Chrift. Hence it is, that they an- 
nDunce themfelves unbelievers in the great objed of 
popular adoration throughout Europe ; and that they 
are reprefented by a large party, as even denying the 
exiflence of any God whatever. 

t See the vice-chanc^llor*s fpeech at the trial of Mr.; 
Frend. 

c 
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arrived at maturity in {one foiat^ difdained the 
^erilides on which diey dared not fpeculate;^ aad 
r^jeded the gofpel, on account of the meretricious 
^refs ia which it was uatroduced to them. The 
Ic^iflators of France are delfts 1 Much as we nuij 
lament their infidelity in their private "Capadty^.wc 
cejoice that» as bwgivers, they are unbelievers. !»• 
diHerent alike to all profefEons^ and all fedts, they 
Will not form an unnatural alliance* with one, nor 

proTcrib^ 

^ I make ao apology for the felkWing extract 
from a pamphlet wMck ought to be in ihepofieffioa 
of every proteftant throughout the kingdom^ ** The 
church of Chrift> as by him fully and unalterably 
eftablifhed, to which tiothing can be added without 
prefumptiouj is fuperior to all ftates : but the church 
of England, as by law eftabli(hed> is depcndeat on 
the ftatCj and has therefore no power to enter ioito 
alliances at all, any more than the army or navy.-«» 
Now the king of England is head of the church of 
Engbnd, as well as of the ftate ; and there is no other 
fuprei^ power in his kingdoms, either ecctefiaftical 
or civil, with whom he can poffibly enter into alliance* 
The ftate may make laws about the affairs of the 
church of England, and regulate the eccleiiailical 
courts { and in order to do this properly, may, if k 
pleafes, confult the clergy about it : and in like 
manner it may make decrees about the affairs^ of the 
law ; and in doing this, may confult the xounfellors 
and judges : or it may make laws about trade, and 

confult 
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ftoScAt alt oAers vnAt civil incapacities^ impriibn^ 
meatf and deadi. Every perfhafioa will enjoy their 

C 2 equal 

confult the mercbaats. But to call this an alliance 
between chordi and flate, or law and ftate^ or trade 
and fbite, is a mere fallacy and deception. The flate 
is faperior to them all, and makes laws for them zih, 
fts a fuperior ; and for that very reafon> becaufe it is 
fiiperior, it enters into no alliance with any of them>. 
but either gives them new laws, or ratifies the private 
Itatntes which they make among themfekes, as it thinks 
aioft proper ; and thqs the date ads wirh all focieties 
alike. Bat then thefe laws> a» Mr. Hales obferves, 
can only relate to the outward affairs of diurch- 
g o v t imuen t, and by no means to church-qaeftionsj, 
€r matters of fsdtik All matteis^ of fki tk, as I obferved^ 
JMve been fettled long ago by fivine authority ; an4 
die ecclefiaftica! andiority, fo called becaufe it relates 
toecdefiaftics, is as much a part of the antbority of 
tiie flate in fach matters, as the authority of a court- 
martial, Hrhich relates only to the military. And if a 
chriftian ilate fhould make laws which are contrary 
to the laws of Chrift, knowing them to be fo, that 
late would be in open and avowed rebellion againil 
Chrift. On the other hand^-i-if all chriftian ftates are 
fubjeds of Chrift, as head of the church, and obliged 
to pay an abCblute obedience to him as their lord and 
king ; it follows that Chrift will enter into no alliance 
with them : forafmuch as the churchy in this fenfe of 
the word,, gives laiics, to the itate>. as its inferior. And 
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equal and wife proteftion ;* and genuine chriftianity 
lindifguifed with abfurd confeffions, and not made 

contemptible 

accordingly we find it is by him alone that the laws of 
his church or kingdom > are framed ; and hot by any 
of his fervants, either fingly or united : fo that nothing 
which is^devifed by human authority as any part of 
the chriilian religion « can ever mix with it in alliance ; 
but will continue as diflindl from it, as the different au- 
thorities by which the divme and human laws are efla- 
blifhed.' Farther Thoughts on the nature of the grand 
apoflacy, by Henry Taylor, A.M. Reftor of Crawley, 
&c, a difciple of the great Hoadly, whofe name will 
ever be dear to Englifhmen, and whom they will not be 
afraid to commemorate with honour, in the word of times* 
See, particularly at this crifis, bifhop Hoadly's famous 
letter to pope Clement xi. prefixed to /Sir R. Steele's 
f Account of the Hate of the Roman catholic religions 
It is inferted alfo in the bifhop's works, folio. This 
performance will elucidate bifhop Horiley 's idea of the 
near relationfhip fubfifling between the churches of 
Rome and England ; and ihew what a natural pro- 
priety there is in the pope^s inculcating allegiance to 
the houfe of Hanover. It mufl give great pain to the 

worthy 

♦ On the 6th of December, 1793, the following 

decree was pafTed : 

* I. The national convention forbids all violence and 
menaces againfl the freedom of religious worfhip. 

'II, The 



contiemptible by ridiculous ceremonies, vi^ill txttt 
her proper energies; will prefentto the underftanding 

C ^ of 

worthy part of, at leaft, the' Wclfh clergy, to forefetf 
the danger of converlion, to which the illiterate among, 
their flocks^ are expofed, from the artifices of popiilv 
prieft«> ititrodaced by one of our own prelates, under 
the fafcinating and endearing title of hretbren* Mr, 
Taylor's Wo*^^// were publifhed 1781 ; his Farther 
thoughts, in 1783 ; Johnfon. 

^ II. The vigilance of the conftitated authorities,' 
and the adivity of the public force, (hall be ex- 
erted to this end ; and fhall employ all means> that 
may be requiflte to give fecurity to the religious' 
worftiip of all perfuafions,' &c. Cambridge Intel- 
ligencer, Dec. 21. 

In confequence of this, as we are informed in the* 
Star of Dec. 2r, on the 9th all the churches of Paris' 
li^re again opened to fay mafs ; and the number of 
perioRs, who frequented them on that day, was im*- 
menfe»* Peace then to thofe honefl mcii> who report* 
tkat all public worfhip is aboliilied in France ; and ta 
thofe 'wi/e ones, who believe them ! The difference 
18 this : the mafs, where it is at prefent adopted^' 
18 the voluntary fervice of unconftraiiicd individuals : 
and not, as before, the compulfory and exclufive one,- 
enforced by penalties on the whole community. 
The multitude will be permitted, till they grow more 
enlightened, to carry about the hoft ; but retrained, 
when they begin to in/ult the petfons, or burn tb^ 
houj'csi of thofe who do not choofc to krvt<iV d^^\^ v%' 
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of the individual her miraculous credentials of pro-* 
phecies compleated in our times ; and gain her efta- 
blifhment, not in word, but in deed ; not in the 
civil codejbut in the heart i not as a neceflary engine 
of the ftate, but as the truth, and the way .to 
eternal life*. Superftition will no longer rear her 
mitred front in their courts and parliaments^ but 
the dominion of Chrift, triumphant in that country, 
will be an earneft of his obtaining the ^ heathen for 
hisnnheritance, and the uttermoft parts of the eartk 
for his pofleffiori/ 

Let us, my brethren, whom the 'day-(pring frofti 
, «>n high hath vifited, walk in the light. Let iis 
abjure, and reprove, every work which may af&mi- 
late us to the children of her whofe name is, Myftery, 
Babylon the great, the mother of harlots, and abo* 
minations of the earth. "If any man will hurt the 
witneffes of Jefus, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, 
and devoureth their enemies.f The apofUe direi^s, 
0ur fteps, by telling us in the verfe fubfequent to my 

text, 

• The author has fmce obfcrved this idea fup- 
ported, almoft in the fame words, in Lttters fr»m 
prance, iii. 139. iv. 149% 

f Rev. xi. 5. 
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texty that die fruit of die fpirit is in all goodnefs— 
and righteoulhers — and truth — 

(i) In benevolence, a principle the reverfe of 
that which led the difciples to call down fire on the 
Samaritans : a 'principlei which regards all men, 
whatever their difference of nation, or colour, of, 
habit, or fentiment, as of one blood widi ourfelves ; 
>^hich delights rather in argument, admonition, and 
rebuke, than in firebrands, arrows, and death* 
Should there arife among us an individual eminent 
for his general talents and attainments, and his more 
critical application to holy writ, let us, at laft, 
forbear, at the call of'-^Envy bafe^ or creeping galrij-^ 
to interrupt his learned leifure and communications, 
aflaffinate his fame, and hate him for his virtues* 
And wherefore fupprefs the involuntary figb, which 
obtrudes itfelf at this cafual remembrance of a de- 
jpartedfage? Let us recoIle£l, andblufii at the in* 
gratitude, which uniformly requited the labours 6f 
the enlightened Jebb — ofjebb, the pupil of Locke, 
the illuftrator of Newton, the difciple of Chrifl:, not 
«f men 3 the friend of letters, liberty, and laws*. 

(2; T. 

* The author never had the happinefs of the 
fmallefl intercourfe with the late Dr. John Jebb. 
This tribute arifes folely from the contemplation of. 

his 
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faj To our benevolence let us add juftice : €itc 
determined enemy of vexatious litigations, the intrigues^ 
of venal priefts, and the tremendous artillery of a 
popifh inquifition^^ 

(3) Laftiyi and abovcf all tliingsf, let our <»nftanf 
attention be directed to truth. Let us de^fe that 
hypocrify which wduld conctal its ambition or ma- 
Hgnity under the maik of religion, and a reverence 
for antiquated ufages or opinions: that hypocri0 of 
liars*', who would retain' men in the belief of every' 
pretended miracle, every fabulous legend, every un- 
fbunded dogma of the church they belong to. Whc^ 
then will dare ad^'ife you, O ye ingenuous youths, you^ 
who are on the eve of becoming the public teachers 
of our holy religion, to prefer academical^ ^frfi^ 
ftudies, to theological : to beware of entering into* 
religious controverfies at this period cf your lives : to* 
take for granted at pr^enty that our forefathers had* 
fome good reafon foi: fteadily adhering to, and fup- 

porting,: 

• 

Kis writings,' and public exertions ; and from a fcnfe' 
of the ineftimable value of the friendfhip of fome, who- 
were> aad were worthy to be, his friends. Oiic of 
thcfe. Dr. Difney, formerly of St, Peter's col lege ,< 
among many other excellent communications, has laid' 
before the public his works, with memoirs of kit 
Kfe, 3 vols. Svo. 

♦ I Tim. iv. 2. 



( 33 ) 

porting, thcfe venerable inftitutlons ?t J^\i& ye take 
for granted— will it be ufelefe— are ye too young to 
ftudy, what ye are not too young to preach, and to 
fuDfcribe ? Such^ounfels ye will receive wkh emo- 
tions 

•f- Sec the advicfeof Dr. Milner, dean of Carlifle, 
mailer of Queen's college, and vice-chancellor of 
the univerfity of Cambridge, in his fpecch on Mn 
Fiend's trial ; advice which would condudl its fol- 
lowers to any faith, but good faith.- The- venerable 
inftitution of Trinity college fpeaks a different lan- 
guage. It muft be remembered^ that the generality 
of our young men go into orders, and fubfcribe con- 
troverfial articles, almofl immediately upon their taking 
their bachelor of arts' degree ; that in their preaching 
they muft conform to thefe articles ; and that they 
cannot be admitted to their B. A. degree, without 
declaring themfelves lona fide members of that ve« 
aerable infHtution, the church of England : a decla- 
ration required from every bachelor of arts, whatever 
his future dedination ; and which feems itfelf to imply 
that whoever makes it, hath, at that period of his 
life 9 confidered the articles, liturgy, faith, and cere- 
monies, of the communion he profeiFea to belong to ; 
that he is convinced, upon examination, of her perfe^ 
agreement with the fcriptures in all thefe particulars ; 
^nd knows in what ihe differs from, and that upon 
the whole ihe furpafTes, the churches of Rome, Ge« 
ncva, &c. See Mr. Frend's Thoughts on fubfcription 
to religious tefls. 2d edit. Johnfon, 1789. 
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tions that reflet credit on jrour tmderihiRding and 
your honour j and fympathiie wth- the abfent friends 
of the untverfity, who dread the return of darknefe 
and dark deeds, from the omen of founds like thefc- 
Truth in all its forms is your glorious purfuit, an(E 
may fcriptural truth, in particular, enable you t(= 
turn many to righteoufhefs^ and to (bine as the flarFa 
. for ever and ever ! 
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LETTER I. 



Mr, Wilherforci s Zyjlem Jlated, 

Madam, 

"npH E tafk you were pleafed ^to aflign me, of 

making fome remarks upon Mr. Wilberforce's 

late publication, entitled, A Praftical View of the 

{prevailing religious Syftem of profefled Chriftians, 

&c. though undertaken with fome relu£lance, has, 

•in the execution, been produflLive of a confiderable 

degree of pleafure and advantage. It has induced 

me -to review, and to compare with greater attentioa 

than I (hould otherwife have done, the religious 

fyftem which Mr. Wilberforce maintains, and which 

was by education my own, with that which I hav<; 

embraced upon rational conviftion in confcquencc 

of ferious enquiry ; the refult of which comparifon 

has been a growing fa'tisfadion in the letter, botji 
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witk regard to its fpeculativc truth, and its pra£lical 
fuperiority. 

Mr. Wilberforce is pleafed to dignify the prin- 
ciples which he defends, or rather affumes, through- 
out his work, with the high epithet of *' the peculiar 
** doftrines of the gofpel," p. 69, and hardly allows 
the name of chriftian to thofe who call in queftion 
his unproved dogmas concerning what he ftyles, 
p. 320, ** the corruption of human i^ature, the 
** atonement of the Saviour, and the fan£lifying 
" influence of the holy fpirit." But as in the pre- 
fcnt inquifitive and enlightened age confident af- 
fertions no longer pafs for felf-evident truths, I (hall 
take the liberty of examining freely into the merits 
of thefe opinions which fo unworthily ufiirp the 
name of gofpel dodlrines, almoft to the exclufion, 
certainly to the negleft of the genuine doArine of 
Chrift 5 and I hope to prove to your fatisfaflion, 
that, fo far from making good their claims, they 
arc inconfiftent with reafon, unfounded in fcripture, 
and injurious to morality. 

It is not eafy to make out from Mr. Wilberforce*s 
book the precife nature of the peculiar doftrines, 
the belief of which is repijefented as eflentiai to 
the charafl:cr of a chriftian. As Mr. Wilberforce 
makes light x)f the fcience of metaphyfics *, which 
teaches us ito think juftly, and to exprefs ourfelves 
accurately upon intelleftual fubjefls, it is not fur* 

f Fra£kical View, p. loa. 

prifing 
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prifing that he has negledled to give a definition or 
a clear explanation of the dofirines which he fo 
ftrongly inculcates, and that he has left his readers 
to colJeft theili as they are able, from hints inci- . 
dentally thrown out in different parts of his work. 
Indeed I ftrongly fufpe£l that his own ideas of thefe 
vaunted doctrines are very obfcure and confufcd 1 
and that he would find it difiicult to exprefs in in- 
telligible language the fyftcm which he affirms it to 
be neceflary that all fhould believe. 

Upon the fubjeft of what he calls the corruption 
of human nature, Mr. Wilberforce is indeed fuffi- 
ciently explicit. *^ Man" (fays he, p. 26,) " is an 
•* apoftate creature — tainted with fin, not flightlf 
*' and fuperficially, but radically, and to tlie very 
** core.'-' This it feems is Mr. Wilberforce's idea 
of the ftate in which the Creator of the world 
places and leaves the great mafs of his human 
offspring, — and the evidence of this fail he repre- 
ients as fo " irrcfiftibly ftrong, that none but the 
" ohjlinately dull, (p. 5 1 ) can fail to difcern its force," 
And as if it were not fufficient for men to be *' na- 
** turally in a ftate in which they are unable to will 
•' or to do rightly," he further teaches us, that in 
this helplefs ftate we are left by our Creator " to 
** contend with an evil fpirit, (p. 42) whofe domi* 
** nion is fo general as to entitle him to the deno- 
** mination of the prince of this world.'* 

B2 Mr. 
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Mr. Wilber force TO ^kes no hefitation in confign- 
-ing to eternal mifery all thofe who fail in this un- 
oequal conteft, that is, the great majority of the 
:human race, and even of profefled •chriftians; all 
indeed who are not extricated from this wretched 
:and helplefs ftate by the fupernatural aid of the 
lioly fpirit. -** This Indeed/' he fays, (p. 50,) ** is 
'" offered to 4i6, atid we are furniflied with every 
**• help *," 'but thefe offers are of no ufe unlefs to 
infult and aggravate our mifery, fince we are ** nt- 
'** turally unable even to will what is right 5" and 
^therefore unable to accept or defire any afliflance or 
^deliverance. ** Of ourfclves," we are told, p. 1 1 3> 
*^ we-can-do nothing, we are l?y nature children of 
"*' wrath, and under the power of the evil fpirit. it 
•" is the influence of the hoiy fpirit which originally 
•*< awakens -us from flumber, and quickens us when 
** dead." Language has no meaning if Mr. WiU 
iberforce's words do not exprefs the dreadful doc- 
-trlne .that the Creator of the univerfe has placed 
•the majority of his human offspring in circum- 
ilances the inevitable. confequence of which is their 
.eternal mifery, for want of thofe influences of th^ 
holy fpirit which they cannot folicit or defire, and 
^which he will not otherwife impart. Such are the 
Tflraoge opinions which Mr. Wilberforce prefumes 
?to call the peculiar dod^rines of the gofpel, the 
b'^^licf of which is effential to the charafter of a 

chriftian. 
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ehriftlan, and which he reprefents, p-. 330, ** as 
•* warming the hearts of the pec^ple of God on 
*^ earth with continual admiration, and thankful-- 
•* nefs, and love, and* joy, and as calling forth- 
** afrefli in heaven the ardent effufions of their in* 
^ exhauiled' gratitude." 

Upon the fubje£l of the atonement, which, to\ 
gcther with the corruption of human nature, and- 
the influence* of the holy fpirit; conftitutes Mr* 
Wilberforce's fyftem of peculiar do£lrines, as this 
gentleman has declined to explain his ideas, it is 
impoDible to know what' hypothefis he means to 
• patronife. There are three explanations of the 
dodrine, one or other of which is ufually adopted" 
by perfons who chufc to annex ideas; to the language 
they ufe. The firft is the Calviniftic fcheme, wliJch 
teaches that Chrift, being equal with the Father, 
fufFcred either in the garden, on the crofs, or in 
hell, in quantity qr in value, all that the ele£l 
would have fuffered if they had not been fo redeem- 
ed. Divine juftice required its vidlim either in the ' 
finner or his fubftitute: Jefus became the furetyj. 
he paid the debt and fatisfied the demand. The ' 
fecond may be called the Arminran fcheme : it^^ 
f^ppofes that the fufFerings of Jefus were incon- 
ceivably fevere j and that the objeft of them was^ 
to exhibit the evil and demerit of fin, and the dif- 
pleafure of God ag^inft it, who would not forgive 
even a fmcere penitent without thus- manifeflinghis^- 

B3 hatred' 
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hatred of wickednefs. This I conceive to be what 
13 now called the moderate do£lrine. The third 
hypothefis is that of the learned Dr. John Taylor *, 
who fuppofes that the fcriptures reprefent the death 
of Jefus as, an a£l of obedience fo acceptable to 
God, that, as the reward of it, he raifes all man- 
Jkind from the grave, and places them in circum- 
ftances of moral advantage equal to that of Adam 
antecedent to the fall. - Whether Mr. Wilberforcc 
embraces any one of thefe hypothefes, or has any 
other of his own, or whether he ufcs his words 
vaguely and without any fettled meaning, does not_ 
appear. He contents himfelf with general expref- . 
fions, fuch, for inftance, as ** that chriftianity is a 
" fchcme for juftifying the ungodly by Chrift's 
** dying for them when yet finncrs," (p. 121) a pto- 
pofition to which no doubt all chriftians will give a 
verbal aflent, though their ideas may be widely di{^ 
fonant from each other. He afterwards dilates upon 
*thc benefits of Chrift's fatisfaftion," p. 123;, 
" upon the deep feeling of gratitude for the merits 

, " and intercefEon of Chrift, to which we are wholly 
** indebted for our reconciliation to God, and for 
" the will and power from firft to laft of working 
•* out our falvation," ib. He recommends " ex* 
" horting men to throw themfelves with deep pro- 
*' ftration of foul at the foot of the crofs," p. 1 24 ;^ 

■and infills on "dependence upon our blefled Sa- 

•* Key to the Roman?. 

« viour 



I 
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^ viour as the gJone meritorious caufe of our ac- 
" ceptance with God/' p. 127* 

As far therefore as I am able to colleft Mr. Wil- 
berforce's apinion, it feems to be, that the Creator 
doth not extricate any of his creatures from the 
wretched condition in which he places them by na- 
ture, out of pure difintere^ed benevolence, but out 
of regard to the tranfcendent merit of another divine 
Being, who by his fufferings made fatisfa£tion to the 
Creator; to 's^hom therefore, as Mr. Wilberforcc 
juftly obferves, we are ivholly indebted for our re- 
conciliation with God* 

You will not think, Madam, that I have under- 
taken a very difficult taik in pfofc^CTrng to point out 
the inconfiftencfy of fuch extravagant opinions with 
found reafon, with genuine chriftianityt and with 
godd morals. 

I am, Madami &c,. 



, LETTER jr. 

Remarks on Mr, Wilberforce' s Syjl^m. View of 

rational Religion. 

Madam, 

Though \t was my deCgn in the preceding 
letter to exhibit an exaft, and not a caricature 

£^4.- portrait 
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portrait of Mr. Wiiberforce's fyflem, and though^ 
I have faithfully and clofely copied from his origi- 
nal, I ftrongly fufpefl that this gentleman, if he 
ihould cafl his eye upon it, would deny the refem- 
blance, and would think it impoflible that he ftiouid 
patronife a theory, the prominent features of which 
arc fo odious and difg^ulling. The truth is, that 
Mr. Wilberforce and others who agree with Him 
feldom regard their fyClem in a comprehenfivc view, 
or purfue their principles to their juft and neceffary 
confequcnces. Satisfied with being thcmfclvcs in 
the number of the cleft and regenerate, they fee 
no caufe to complain on their own account \ and 
giving themfelves up to joy and gratitude for their 
perfonal intcreft in the promifes of the gofpelj th'cy 
feel comparatively little concern for the non-cleft 
mafs of mankind, doomed by the neceffity of their 
circumftajices to eternal miferyj and feldom allow 
themfelves to cnquifehow farfuch a (late of things 
is reconcilable to wifdom, benevolenre, or juftice. 

The natural and necefi'ary confequcnces of priii-. 
ciples are the fame whether the advocates of fuch. 
principles are apprized of them or not, and whether 
they do or do not chufe to contemplate and avow 
tfi^m. 

Iris from the abfurd and injurious confequcnces 
which neceffarily refult from Mr. VVilb.erforce's 
principles that I infer their falfhood, and impiety j 
and I and confident, that if Mn Wilberforce faw 

them . 
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them in the fame light jn which they appear to rne, 
his love of truth and virtue \^ould lead him to rejeik 
them, with equal abhorrence. 

I fhall now proceed to exhibit a concife view o£ 
rational chriilianity in its connexion with natural 
religion. 

Of rational religion, the firfl: and fundamental 
principle is, that the Maker of the univerfe is infir 
nitely powerful, wife, and g.ood,. and that it is inb- 
poffible for him to adl in contradi£lion to his eflen?»- 
tial attributes. 

God is love. Infinite benevolence alone prompt- 
ed him to action. ^ And infinite benevolence, com- 
bined with unerring wifdom, and fupported by ir- 
refiflible power, will infallibly accomplifli its purpofc 
in the bcft poflible manner. It appears in fa£l, thaj;^ 
a limited quantity of evil, , both natural and moral, 
was neceffary to the produ£lion of the greatefl; pof- 
fible good. Whence this neceffity arifes,^we know 
not; but that it couki not be avoided in a- fyftem 
upon the whole the beft, we are well aflured ; foe 
God would not chufe evil for its own fake. Evil 
therefore is introduced and permitted, not becaufe- 
it is approved^ but becaufe it is unavoidable. It is \f^ 
its own nature temporary and felf-dellruftive v and 
in the view of th'e. Deity it is abforbed and loft ia 
the contemplation of its ultimate beneficial effefts, 
fo that to Him the whole fyftem appears wife, 

beautiful, and good. 

B5 God 
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God is the Former, the Father, and Benefaftor 
•of the human race, whom for wife reafons, un- 
known to us, but perfeftly confiftent, no doubt^ 
with his magnificent plan of univerfal order and 
happinefs, he has been pkafed to place in circum^ 
ftances of frailty and danger, the natural confe-^ 
quence of which, in their progrefs through life, is- 
the Gontraftion of a certain degree of moral pollu- 
tion, which, in the nature of things, and by the 
divine appointment, expofes them to a proportionate 
degree of mifery here or hereafter.. 

But this fafl: by no means proves a preponderance 
tof vice and mifery in the world \ otherwife we muft 
conclude that the Maker of the world, whofe cha- 
xafter we learn only from his works, is a weak or a 
malignant Being. The truth is, that although the 
quantity of vice and mifery aftually exifting is very 
confiderable, there is ncverthelefs upon the whole a 
Very great preponderance of good in general, and, 
tvith few, if any exceptions^ in every individual in 
particular. 

The almoft univerfal defire of life and dread of 
difiblution, amounts to a ftrong prefumption, that 
Iffe is in general a bleffing. And the difgrace uni- 
terfaliy attached to flagrant vice, proves that fuch: 
vice is not common. Charafler is the fum total of 
moral and intelleflual habits, and the proportion of 
virtuous habits, in the worft charaders exceeds that 
of vicious ones. But no character takes the deno- 
• 9 mv^^^I\^\l 
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n^inatidn of virtuous unlefs all the habits are on the 
fide of virtue : whereas o//^ evil habit is fufEcient to 
{lamp a charafter vicious. 

God cannot be unjuft to any of his creatures* 
Having brought men into exiftence and placed them 
in circumftances of imminent peril, though in the 
nature of things mifery is neceflarily conneScd 
with vice, we may certainly conclude that none of 
the creatures of God in fuch^ or in any circum- 
ftances will ever be made eternally miferable. In- 
deed it is plainly repugnant to the juftice of God>. 
that the gift of exiftence to any of his intelligent 
creatures, fliould be upon the whole a curfe^ 

The light of philofophy affords a few plaufible 
arguments for the doftrine of a future life : there 
are fome appearances phyfical and moral,, which, 
cannot be fatisfaftorily explained upon any other 
fuppofition. But fince the fentient powers are fuf- 
pended by death, and admit of no revival but by the 
revival of the man, a fa£k the expeftation of which i$> 
entirely unfupported both by experience and ana- 
logy, the fpeculations of philofophy would com^ 
mdnly, and almoft neceifarily, terminate in the dift-^ 
belief af a future exiftence. 

Here divine revelation offers its feafonable and'': 
welcome aid, God has commiflioned his faithful 
and holy feryant, Jefus of Nazareth, to teach the: 
univerfal refurrcdion of the dead, and by. his own: 
refurre£Uon to confirm and exempll£:j^hvvdjc)£X.xvcv^» 

B 6 ' V^ 
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. Jefus hath authoritatively taught, that the wicked' 
Will be raifed to fufFcrihg ; nor could it poffibly b'e 
otherwife, if they are to be raifed with the fame 
fyflem of habits and feelings with which they de^ 
fcended- to- the grave, and without which their 
identity would be loft. But fince eternal mifery for 
temporary crimes is inconfiftent with every prin-* 

ciple of juftice, and Hnce a refurre£lion from pre- 
. vious infenfibility to indefinite mifery, to- be fuc* 
ceeded by abfolute annihilation, is a harfh fuppofi- 
tion, contrary to all analogy, and not to be admitted 
bat upom the clearcft evidence, we are naturally led" 
to conclude that- the fu^fferings of' the wicked wilf 
be remedial, and that tliey wiU terminate in a com- 
plete puritication from*- moral- diforder, and in their 
ultimate reftoration to virtue and happinefs. In* 
this conclufion we feem to be juftified by thofe paf- 
fages in the apoftolicai writings which declare, thatr 
tlie bleflings of the gofpel fhall be far more exten- 
five than the calamities-of the fait*, afidthatChriftf 
ftall reign till.all things fliall be futdued unto him f. 
The apoftles were commanded to^ preach the^ 
gofpel to the idolatrous heathen as well as to the- 
chofen family of Abraham, and they were authoriz-^ 
cd to confirm their dodlrine by miracles. Thefe^ 
extraordinary powera are in the-feriptures called the 
fpirit of God^ and the holy fpirit; and the great 
change which took place in the views, feelings, and* 

♦ Rom* V. ^ I Cgr. xv. 

eliaraftar. 
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oharafler of pharifaic jews and idolatrous heathen^ 
when they fincereljr profeffed- the chriftian faith, li 
called, a netv creation^ regeneration, rifing from the 
dead^ and the like. And as converfion to chrifti-^ 
anity was ufually produced* by the evidence of mi- 
racles, this new creatbn, regeneration, fan(flifica-r 
tfon, or pafling from death to life, is. in this fenfc 
afcribed to the fpirit of God. 

The jews, having been ch'ofen by God to pecu- 
liar privileges, entertained a very high notion o£ 
their own dignity, and e.^preffed, themfelves in tha 
moft contemptuous language of the idolatrous gen- 
tiles, who were not in covenant with Jehovah. Of. 
them fe Ives they fpoke as a chef en and a holy fiatio'n^. 
Jhhs of God-i and heirs of the promifes. But thie hea- 
thens were reprefcnted as^/zw^rj-, as afiens^ as enemies 
to Gody and the' like. In aliufion to which forms 
of exprcflion the converted gentiles being entitled' 
equally wirh converted jews, to the bleflings of the. 
new difpenfation, they are therefore faid to be fof^ 
gtven^ reconciled, anu faved, to be fellow-citizens witli 
the faints, androf the houfhold of God. 

T he death of Jefas is fumetrmes called a propi* 
iiation, becaufe it put an end to the mofaic ceco- 
nomy, and introduced a new and more liberal dif- 
penfation, under whith the gentiles, who were before 
regarded as enemies, are admitted into a ftate of 
amity and reconciliation 5 that is, into a ftate of 
privilege fimilar to that of the jews. It is alfo oc<(> 

cafionally 
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cafionally called a facx'ifice^ being the ratlficatipn of 
that new covenant into which God is pleafe4 to 
enter with his human offspring, by which a refur- 
Teflion to immortal life and happinefs is promifed> 
without diftinftion, to all who are truly yirtuous* 
Believers in Chrift are alfo faid to have redemptiorp 
through his bloody becaufc they are releafed by the 
chriftian covenant from the yoke of the ceremonial 
Jaw, and from the bondage of idolatry. Dr. Taylor 
has in general well explained thefe jewi(h phrafes 
-in his admirable Key to the apoftolic writings pre- 
fixed to his con;imentary on the epiflle to the Ro- 
mans. 

The; fcriptures contain a faithful and credible 
account of the chrijiian doSfrine which is the true 
luord of God : but they are not themfelves the word 
of God, nor do they ever affume that title : and it is 
highly improper to fpeak of them as fuch, as it leads 
inattentive readers to fuppofe they were written 
wnder a plenary infpiration to which they make no 
pretenfion, and as fuch expreffions expofe chriftian- 
ity unneceflarily to the cavils of unbelievers. Mr. W. 
and many others, are accuftomed to quote texts as 

diftindl infpired aphqrifms, without regard to the 

• 

connexion in which they ftand, and often, for want 
of critical attention to the fcriptures, in a fenfe 
contrary to their true meaning. In the courfe of 
thefe ftrlftures I fhall have occafion to notice many 
inftances of this kind. 

ChriftianitY 
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Chriftianitjr fums up the whole of human duty 
in the love of God and our neighbour : and requir* 
ing that all our time (hould be employed to the beft 
account, and that every adion fhould be confecrated 
to God^lays no ftrefs upon ritual obfervations, and 
exprefsly abolifhes that diilindion of days which- 
formed fo confpicuous a feature in the mofaic indi- 
tute. To a true Chriftian, every day is a fabbath,. 
every place is a temple, and every adiion of life an 
aft of devotion. A chriftian is not required to be 
more holy, nor permitted to take greater liberties 
upon one day than upon another. Whatever ia 
lawful or expedient upon any one day of the week 
is, under the chriftian difpenfation, equally lawful 
and expedient on any other day. Public worftiip,s 
however, muft be condu<9:edat ftated intervals; and 
it has been ufual from the earlicft times for chrif- 
tians to aflemble together, on the firft day of the 
u^eek, to commemorate the death, and to celebrate 
the refurreftion of their Matter. 

This appears to me to be the true do£krine of 
reafon and revelation, in which the God of nature 
is not reprefented as frowning over his works, and 
like a mercilefs tyrant dooming his helplefs crea^ 
tures to eternal mifery, with the arbitrary exception 
of a chofen few ; but as the wife, benevolent, and 
impartial parent of his rational offspring, who is 
'training them all under various procefles of intel- 
l^dual and moral difcipline to pcrfcd virtue and 
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cverlafting felicity. Such is the God of my faith 
and arioration, the God of nature and of revelation, 
the God and Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift, that 
God whofe exiftence, attributes, and government 
are the joy and confidence of every enlightened and 
virtuous believer. 

Which of the two fyftems, delineated above, is 
moft agreeable to reafon and revelation, and beft 
adapted to encourage virtue, and to produce rational 
tranquillity of mind, mud be left to the judgment 
of thofe who will take the trouble to examine and 
•compare them. 

I' am, Madam, &c. 



\ 



LETTER in. 

Olfervatibns upon the fuppojed inadequate Conceptions 
generally entertained of the Importance of Chriflianity^ 
Comparifon hetiveen the refpeSI fljtivn to the fcripture^ 
hj popular interpreters^ and by rational chrifUans^ 

Madam,. 

1 NOW proceed, in purfuance of my defign, to 

review Mr. \V ilberforce's Treatife ; and as it will 

beft anfwer my purpofe to adhere to the author's 

own method, I hope you will have the goodnefs to 

excufe a few occaflonal repetitious which upon this 

plan are almoft unavoidable, 

7 He 
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He begins (p. 70 with " pointing out the very 
** inadequate conceptions which the bulk of pro- 
" fefled chriftiahs entertain of chriftianitv, and 
" complains that their homage is intended to be 
'* paid not to chriftianity in particular, but at bed 
** to religion in general, perhaps to mere morality. 
•* With chriftianity as diftincl from thefe they are 
•* little acquainted.** 

I like pot this diftinftion between chriftianity 
and religious morality, from which it is infeparable,. 
and from its tendency to encourage which it derives 
all its value. This cold and fuperciliotts manner o£ 
fpcaking of religbn and morality^ is liable to be 
xnifapprehended, and tends to generate indifference 
towards religious and- moral pradiice. Mr. W. I. 
am perfuaded, has no fuch intention, but his . ex^ 
preflions fhould have been more guarded. 

By chriftianity as diftinft from religion and mere 
morality, Mr. W. probably means the doHrhies of 
the chriftian religion -(p. 8.) "-There are," fays he, 
" feme few fa£ls, and perhaps fome leading doc- 
" trines and principles of which they cannot be 
** wholly, ignorant, but of the confequences and 
** relations^ and praidlical ufes of thefe they have 
** few ideas, or none at all." 

I (hall not now ftay to enquire what tlle-^w/J- 
quences^ relations and practical ufes of chriftian doc- 
trines and principles are as diJi'mB from religion and' 
morality, but only obfervc, that if Mr. W. means 

to. 



•>. 
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to affirm tliat men profeffing chriftlanlty are in gc 

neral ignorant of its fundamental principles^ he i 

greatly miftaken, 'Thefe are obvious to the meanel 

capacity, and no perfon who is capable of readin 

the fcriptures can doubt that the chief doctrine c 

Chrift and his apoftks is, that the virtuous (ha! 

rife to happinefs, and the vicious to fufFering, ho^ 

little foever their conduft may be governed by 

regard to thcfe important principles » But if h 

means by chriftianity what he is pleafed to call it 

peculiar doftrines, fuch as original depravity, atone 

ment, and the like, which conftitute no part of. th 

chriftianity of the new teflament, it is not much t 

be regretted} that chriftisins are either totally agno 

^ rant of thefe do£lrine8| or that profeffing to be 

lieve them they pay little praftical attention t 

them. 

Every friend to religion will lament with Mr. Vf 
(p. 8.) *• That the children of chriftian parenti 
*' while they are carefully educated in all thofe ac 
** complifliments which belong to their ftation ii 
** life, are left to colleft their religion as they may 
^^ and that in an age wherein infidelity abounds 
^ they take little care to inftrudl their, children ii 
** the principles of the faith which they profefs 
'* and to furnifh them with arguments for the de- 
** fence of it." And it is highly probable tha 
much of the infidelity of the age may be traced tc 
,tbis fource. 



I 
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P RTr. W. in the following pages defcril^s the little 
F pradiical regard which profefled chriftians in general 

I pay to their principles, and the great inferiority of 
the common ftandard of morality, to the requifitions 
6f the gofpel. He alfo juftly animadverts upon the . 
criihinaliiy of voluntary ignorance, and the extreme 
folly of *^ expedling to be chriftians without labour, 
** fludy, or enquiry." (p. 15.) 

" The diligent perufal of the fcriptures," it is 
added, " would difcover to us our paft ignorance. 

1" We ftioiildv ceafe to be deceived by fuperficial ap- 
**pearances, and to confound the gofpel of Chrift 
" with the fyftcms of philofophers." Upon this 
ground I readily join ijQue with him, and defire 
nothing more than that our refpe£live theories may 
be brought to the tefl: of the icriptures critically 
! examined, and rightly underilood. And here it 
may be proper briefly to ftate the different methods 
in which the advocates for popular fyftems, and the 
• friends of rational chriftianity, exprefs the venera- 
tion which both profefs for the writings of the 
apoftles and evangelifts. This is the more neccf- 
fary, a^ rational chriftians are often accufed of not 
paying due refpedl to the authority of the fcrip* 
turess 

Popular writers teftify their regard for thefcrip- 
tures, by aflerting or affuming their plenary infpir- 
ation — 'by calling them indifcriminately the word of 
Qod-^y quoting text upon text without regard to 
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connexion, without proper explanation, wi 

any allowance for figurative language, or j 

phrafeology, arid without any attempt to afc< 

the genuinenefs of difputed paffages ; citing dc 

ed fentences, as in(])ircd apophthegms, relying 

full confidence on the received text, as thoug 

authority of its editors * were equal to thai o 

apoftles, and apparently ignorant of all tha 

been accomplished by the indefatigable ind 

and penetrating fagacity of modern critics-f, t( 

reel the text and to bring it nearer to the or 

ftandard ; equally confiding in the authority o 

Englifli tranflation ; and annexing without h 

tion or enquiry thofe fenfes to difputed pi 

which have been learned from obfolete articles 

creeds, tKe produft of an age juft emerging 

barbarifm, when neither the language nor the 

trines of the fcripture were wellunderftood. ' 

in the eftimation of many, is paying due hono 

the chriftian ftriptures. 

But the men who in my judgment fliew the t 
refpeft to tKe New Teftament, are thofe who re 

* Erafmus, Robert Stephens, and Beza, who publiih© 
tions of the Greek Teftament from manufcripts. in thci 
felFion, in the i6th century j fincc which time littic altc 
has been made in the received text. 

t Upwarc's of three hundred manufcripts have been cc 
fince the lOth century, by which the received text might 
many places materially corrcdted. 
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^facred writers as capable and faithful witnefles 
K of the dodlrine which Jefus taught, and of the 
m% which they relate — who, not forward to admit 
ly deviation from the laws of nature where the 
iflity is not obvious^ allow the infpiration of the 
!rs of the New Teftament in no cafes where 
"do not themfelves exprefsly claim it, and who 
»t Tparing of tTie labour neceflary to diftinguifh 

tin the canonical boolcs, what is of divine au- 
ty, from *that which is of human origin — who 
re that the evangelical and apoftolic writings 
iin a complete and authentic account of the 
ine aiid religion of Jefus — who fliew their ve- 
ion for the fcriptures, not by taking every 
upon truft, but by a diligent enquiry into the 
lineneijs of every book, admitting no one into 
canon which cannot fatisfaftorily prove its 
to apoftolic origin — ^who do not hafl:ily allow 
'infallibility of, the received text of thofe books, 
ofe general authority is acknowledged — who 
ik-that the editc rs of the fixteenth century, how- 
r ■ honed, diligent and fagacious, were equally 
le to mifapprehenfion and prejudice with later 
lUfhers of the facred text, and have no para- 
unt claim to infallibility — who, conceiving that 
ny new fources of information have been opened 
the two laft centuries, and that much has been 
nc to correft and improve the received text, will 
ixxit no paflage as genuine which has found itg 

way 
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way into the common editions >>f the fcriptutcs, 
oppofition to the moft approved manufcripts, t 
tnoft ancient and tmcorrupted verfions, and t 
united teftimonies of the earlieft chriftian writers- 
who, having thus obtained a text approximating 
nearly as poffible to original purity, diligently ftu 
the true meaning of oriental imagery, and of jew: 
idioms and phrafes, — who, paying little deference 
tranflations by authority, or to fenfes arbitrarily a 
nexed to the apoftolic language by the prcjudic 
compilers of catechifms and creeds, follow the gr< 
example of Locke in fludying the fcriptures thei 
felves, and in making them their own interpretei 
reading them over repeatedly with due attentipn 
difcover the meaning of the author, and the fee 
of his argument— comparing together fimilar p; 
fages, illuftrating the New Teftament by the O 
and paflages brief, enigmatical, and obfcure, 
thofe which are copious, clear, and intcUigibl 
thus extricating the genuine fenfe, without taki 
into confideration whether it agrees with this or 
repugnant fo that hypothefis of vain and ignora 
men, who ftrain the apoftolic language to the fu 
port of their favourite fyftems. 

This is the way in which rational critics flic 
their attachment to the chriftian fcriptures. Wli 
ther this judicious homage of men of learning ai 
enquiry, or the blind refpefl of popular interprcte 
be moft honourable to that facred and ineftimab 

volum 
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\ 

•rolume, and mod worthy the imitation of tljofe 

rwho afpire to the high diflinftion of enlightened 
•nd confiftcnt <iiriftians, let candour and good fenfe 
<ietermine. 

I am, Madam, &c. 



LETTER IV. 



• Concerning the fuppojei Corruption of Human Nature. 

~J Madam, 

- JvIR. Wilberforce having difcuffed the defeftive 

.; notions which he fuppofes the bulk of profefTed 

chriflians to entertain of the importance of chrifti- 

Janity in general, defcends, (c. 2.) to animadvert 
,. upon what he deems to be particular mifcohceptions 
of its doftrines ; and begins (feift; 1.) with "the 
" corruption and weaknefs .cjf fei^an nature," upon 
: which he aflumes a tone of confidence proportioned, 
\ I had almoft faid, to the defcfl. of evidence. 

Let us, in entering upon this enquiry, fet out 
upon right principles, and look fteadily forward to 
direfl and neceflary corifequences. Ic will at leaft 
make os circumfpefl: in examining fa£ls, and cau- 
tious in admitting conclufions. I aiTume it as an 
J axiom which needs no proof, that, "whatever we 



1 
i3 
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"are 
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*' are bv nature, we arc what our Creator made 
" us *-*' Alfo that we have no fatisfa£lory rule of 
judging of tlie charafler of the Deity, but from his 
operations. If in the works of God there is a pre- 
■ponderance of good, both natural and mofal, and a 
continually increafing tendency to ultimate and in- 
finite good, the Creator of the univerfe is infinitely 
benevolent. But the melancholy reverfe of this is 
true, if there be a preponderance of evil. If in- 
'deed the fa£l, after impartial and diligent enquiry, 
appears to be fuch, we muft acquiefce in what wc 
are not able -to remedy. But that the Governor of 
-the univerfe is a malignant Being, is a doftrine fo 
^iftreffing, and to which a well-difpofed mind is fo 
averfe, that nothing but the moil irrefiftible evi- 
dence will ever make it credible. 

It is futile to allege, as a palliation of the diiH- 
culty, that the firft parents of the human race were 
originally innocent and happy •, but that, in confe- 
quence of their fall, they contrafted a depraved 
nature which they tranfmitted to their poflerity, for 
which God is not accountable. Such reafoning as 
this cannot impofe upon the underftanding even of 
a child. Did God refign the direftion of his works 
as Ibon as he had placed Adam in paradife ? Is not 
his agency as really and as immediately concerned 
in the iormation of every individual of mankind, as 
in that of their original anceftor ? If I am born into, 

^•- P radical View, p. 53. 

the 
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the world a depraved creature, it is by his appoint- 
ment, and even by his immediate energy. ^' I am 
" what my Creator made me/* 

It hy if poiliblei dill more prepofterous to argue^ 
that although evil prevails in this diftrifl of the 
uniyerfe, good may greatly preponderate upon the 
whole* This is nothing more than an appeal from 
fa£l to gratuitous fuppofition. We can only reafon 
from what we know. If evil prevails as far as our 
obfervation extends^ we can have no reafon to be^* 
lieve that it does not prevail in the fame proportion 
through the univerfe. Revelation itfelf could not 
prove the contrary ; for if God be a malignant 
Being, how can we know that he does not take 
pleafure in deceiving his creatures ? What ground 
have we for depending upon his veracity ? 

The queftion before us then is not a queftion of 
mere fpeculation, it is a queftion of fa£l and expe-^ 
rience, pregnant with the moft ferious confequences: 
it involves the moral charafter of the Supreme 
Being. Let us now enquire what view Mr. W; 
exhibits of the works of his Creator. 

From Chriftianity, fays Mr. W. (p. 26) « w« 
**• learn that man is an apoftate creature, fallen from 
*' his high original, degraded in his nature,' and de^ 
** praved in his faculties, indifpofed to good, and 
** difpofed to evil 5 prone to vice, it is natural and 
" eaty to him; difinclined to virtue, it is difficult 
*^ and laborious \ that, he is tainted with fin, not 

i 
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** flightly and ruperficlalljr, but radically ^ and to the 
•** very ^oreV 

Of the truth of thefe fafts Mr. W. is fo confi- 
'dent, tliat he thinks, (p. 27) that " if this very 
** corruption 4id not warp the judgment, none 
*' would be liafdy enough to attempt to controvert 
"^ them.** 

A'ftcJr an eloquent defcriptlon of the natural 
ptiWets of man, he proceeds (p. 28) to defcribe his 
aftual (late, and to argue the depravity of human 
nature from an induftibn of particulars. ^ With 
this view he appeals to the charafler of the ancient 
heathen, and of modern favages. He argues from 
the imperfefl: morals of profefTmg chriftians, from 
the perverfe and fro ward difpofition. of children, 
from the pronenefs of men to felf-deceit, from the 
hegligence of mere profefTors, and from the con- 
fcflions of fincere chriftians. " This ftate of fa£ts 
** he atffirms (p. 39) cannot be accounted for on any. 
*** other fuppofition than that of fome original taint, 
*' fome /adical principle of corruption." Hence he 
triumphantly concludes, (p., 40) that *^ the depra- 
** vity oJFhuaian nature is proved by the fame mode 
** of reafoning as has bfccn deemed exclufive in efta- 
«^ bliihing theexiftence, and afcertaining the laws 
«* (iff the principle of gravitatidn, a!>d that the doc- 
«' trine refts on the fame bafis as the fublime philo- 
<« fophy of Newton.*^ "Left however (fays he, 
«« p. 51) any fliouldbe f(J objlhiately dull as not to 

" difceru 
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*^ difcerti the force of the evidence fuggeftei td our 
•* reafon, and confirmed by all expericncef,** revela- 
tion comes in (p. 40) and " fuftains the fallible 
** conjediures of our unaffifted reafon." And he 
produces a number of texts which in his judgment 
prove the dodririe \ adding, (p. 4 1 ) ** that paiTages 
•* might be multiplied upon paffages, which fpeak 
" the fame language ; and thefe again might be il- 
** luftrated and confirmed at large fay various other 
** confider^itions.'* So that (p. 51) ^* we muft be 
•* altogether inexcufuble if we flill remain uncon- 
** vinced by fuch an accumulated mafs of argu- 
«ment." . 

Such is the account Mr. "W. gives of the ftate of 
man by nature, that is, as he comes out of the 
hands of his Maker. And he does not hefitate to 
reprefent this do(Srine (p. 24) " as lying at the root 
*' of all true religion, and as eminently the bafis and 
** ground work of chriftianity." 

" Inexcu fable" as it may appear to Mr. Wilber- 
force, I am not afhamed to avow myfelf to be one 
of thofe who are either fo " ohjiinaiely dully'' or 
*' whofe judgments are fo warped by this very cor- 
'•^ ruption," as not to be convinced by an " accu- 
*« mulated mafs" of arguments which are at one 
time reprefenied as ^' equivalent to the demonftra- 
** tions of the Newtonian philofophy," and at an- 
other flyled, with mote propriety, " fallible conjec- 

C % ** tui^" 
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*\ turesi" and which are feebly fupported by an in- 
judicious cdlleAion of unexplained and mifapplied 
paflages of fcriptuve. I do not fee reafon to believe 
that the wife and benevolent Creator has introduced 
into exiftencc his human offspring, " tainted to the 
^* very core with fin.*' And I hefitate not to fay, 
that whoever affirms this, impeaches the charaAer 
of his Maker and traduces his works. The fol- 
lowing obfervations will, I hope, ftat^ the matter 
in a clear and fatisfaftory light. 

Chara£ler is the fum total of habits. But in 
forming an eftimate of moral worth, it is an inva- 
riable principle that one vice ftamps a character 
vicious, while a thoufand virtues will not atone for 
one immoral habit. If a man be a liar, or difho- 
neft, or intemperate, or impious, his chara£ler is 
denominated vicious, witli whatever virtues it may. 
otherwife be adorned. " He who keepeth the whole 
** law, and offendeth in one point, is guilty of all." 
And the reafon is evident, virtue is that fyftem of 
habits which conduces to the greateft ultimate hap- 
pinefs ; vice is that which diminifties happinefs, or 
produces mifery* The union therefore of a fingle 
vice with a conftellation of virtues, will contaminate 
them all ; will prevent them from producing their 
proper efFeft, and will, in proportion as it prevails, 
diminifli the happinefs; or produce the mifery of 
the agent, who never can attain the true end of his 

cxiftence 



A Review of Mr. IVilberfane's Treatiji* 29 

cxiftence till this vice is eradicated. He cannot 
enjoy perfe£l moral health till every mental diforder 
is radically removed. - 

Hence it follows, that there may be a conG** 
derafale preponderance of virtues even in characters 
juftly eftimated as vicious, and like wife that the 
quantity of virtue in the world may far exceed that 
of vice, though the numher- of virtuous charafters 
may be lefs than tha|t of vicious ones. 

Arid this is the real ftate of things. - That a very 
confiderable proportion of moral evil aftually exifts, 
and indeed far more than we fhould- antecedently 
have expefted under the government of God, can- 
not be denied : The exa£); fum can never be known. 
But that vice upon the whole predominates over 
Tirtue, is contrary to experience : Few charaflers 
are flagrantly wicked ; and perhaps, even in the 
worft of men, good habits and adlions are more nu- 
merous than the contrary. Certainly they are fo 
in the majority of mankind. And though perfedl 
rc£liiudc is no where to be found, preponderant 
Tirtue is almoft uniyerfal. 

We hear more of the vices of men than of their 
virtues: and why? Becaufe virtue is the ordinary 
ftate of things, and no notice is taken of it : rice is 
a deviation from the accuftomed order, and there- 
fore it is remarked and recorded. Children, we arc 
told, (p. 34) " are perverfe and froward j" that is, 
they now and then difcovcr fuch a temper, and 

C 3 d^\^ 
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every inftance of it is noted. But of theif inno- 
cence, their gentlenefs, their playfulnefs, their fa- 
cility of being pleafed, or pacified, and the like, no 
notice is taken, becaufe Jt is their ufual (late. The 
virtue of honefty affiimes the name of common from 
its very general prevalence, and ** mere morality '* 
feems, even in Mr. W.'s eflimation, to be a cheap 
commodity.. How much more frequent is modera- 
tion than grofs intemperance, and veracity than 
falfliood ? In a word, fuch is the fituatlon in which 
we are happily placed by Divine Providence, that 
although ill the beft "charadters fomc imperfeftion 
e-xifts, and^in the majority of mankind more than 
one vice prevails^ yet a preponderance of virtue is, 
with very few exceptions, generated in all* 

Mr. W» will hardly maintain what fomc have 
flrang^ly aflerted, that all aftions anqf habits pre- 
vious to converfion, are finfuf. The refutation of 
fuch an abfurdity would be an abufe of argument. 

3"he exiftence of evil in the degree in which it 
prevails, *^ caniiot be accounted for according to 
" Mr. W. (p. 3g) on any other fupppfition than 
"that of fomc original taint, feme radical principle 
** of corruption/* The only enquiry of importance 
upon this fubjeft, is into the quantity and propor- 
tion of the evil which a£lu'ally exiils. How it was 
firfi introduced is a queftion comparatively of little 
moment. The dilliculty is the fame upon all hy- 
pcthefes. All niuft ultimately be referred to God. 

' "He 
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" He made light and created darknefs, he made 
" peace and created evil." My controverfy with 
Mr. W. is not about the origin of evil, but the de- 
gree and defign of it. With regard to the former 
qucftion, though it may be allowed that In fome in- 
flances children fecm to inherit the vices as well as 
the difeafes of their parents ^ yet in general it ap- 
pears mod probable, that as men are the creatures 
of circumllances, the habits they form, whether 
good or bad, are the refult of the imprefllons to 
which they arc expofed. 

All vice muft fufFer'its proper punifliraent, that 
is, moral evil muft be expelled by the application of 
natural evil 5 and if the difciplinCv of the prefent 
life is not adequate to this end/ the proccfs mufl.be 
carried on by the fever'er fufFerings of a future re- 
tribution. This is. indeed an alarming Confideration, 
even to men of the beft charafters, for there arc 
very few who have attained that perfeflion of virtue 
which will exempt them from all painful apprehen- 
fions with regard to their future ftate of being. 
•* Strait is the gate and narrow is the w-ay that leads 
•* to lifcj and few there be that find it." But on 
the contrary, the preponderance of virtuous affec- 
tions, even in charafters contaminated with grofs 
vice, affords a pleaHng prefumption, that whatever 
intermediate fcene of fuffering may await the of- 
fender, virtue M'ill ultimately triumph,^ and that all' 

C 4, - the* 
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the rational creatures of God will in the end be 
pcrfeftly holy and happy. 

Mr. W.'s arguments from fcrlpture in favour of 
the corruption of human nature, are as little to the 
^urpofe as his appeal to fa£ls, and afford a curious 
fpecimen of his loofe and injudicious mode of rea- 
foning from fcripture authority. He has indeed 
(p. 40) coUefled together a number of texts, but 
without any regard either to their authority or con- 
nexion ; and I give him credit when he adds, at 
the conclufion, that ** paflages ipight be multiplied 
'< upon pafTages,'* in the fame manner and without 
end. He quotes fome fentences from the book of 
Job ; but before we can bow to this authority as 
divine, Mr. W. muft inform us whether it be the 
author qf the book who is infpired, or the fpeakers^, 
or both, and in what degree. The quotations are 
made from a fpcech of Eliphaz, ch. xx. 14—16. 
^* The imagination of man's heart is evil from his 
" yduth." But to Eliphaz, and his friends, Je- 
hovah exprefsly declares, ch. xlii. 7. " You have 
•* not fpoken of me the thing that is rights.'* Yet 
this man*s doftrine Mr. W. calls holy fcripture, 
and cites as of divine authority. Tt would alfo be 
difficult to prove that David, in his penitential la* 
mentation over his enormous crime, wrote under a 
divine impulfe, or that Solomon was fupernaturally 
endowed with any other than political wifdom, 

5 Mr. 
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Mr. W. has alfo prefled into his fervice a text from 
St. Paul, Rom. vii. 24. " O wretched man that I 
*^ am 1 who (hall deliver me from the body of this 
** death ?'* in which the apoftle perfonifying an 
alarmed jew, afks where he {hall find fufficient 
power to releafe him from the tyranny of thofe vi- 
cious habits which the law, by driving, him to de- 
fpair, cherifhed and ftrehgthened, and which conti- 
nually adhered to him and diftrefTed him, like a 
dead body fattened to a living man. If Mr. W, 
doubts the truth of this interpretation, he may con- 
fult thofe truly emioent critics, Locke and Taylor. 
They likewife would inform him that the other text 
which he has quoted from the epiftle to the Ephe- 
fians, ch. ii. 3. " We were by nature children of 
" wrath, even as others," means nothing more th^n 
that the perfons to whom he wrote had beea origin 
flatly gentiles, en (laved like others to the idolatries 
and the vices of their heathfen Itate *. 

If I have in any degree vindicated to your -fatif- 
faflion the charafler of the human fpecies, and of 
its divine and benevolent Author, from the heavy 
and unproved charges alleged againft botbr in the 
treatife of Mr, W. it will afford fincere pleafure to^ 

Madam, &c- ^ 



• i 



* He that reads and confidcrs, fays Mr. Locke la his'notcd 
•jpon the paiTage, cannot doubt that St. Paul here under th^ 
tcrins we and our. fpcaks af the gentile converts. 
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LETT E R V. 

Concffmng the fufpofei Evil Spirit ^ and the nafurd 

Slate of Man. 

Ma6am> 

The doftrineof i devlf^ and of his agency, of a 
biing of pure malevoleqce, who is to every prac- 
tical purpofe omniprefent and omnrfctent^ and en- 
dued with formidatfe and mdefinite powers, whofe 
Ible employment ia to do mifehief and to tempt 
men ta fin, which finds a zealous advocate in 
Mr. W< i^ fo h^hly improbabte in itfelf, and bear^ 
£o hard upon the wifdom and benevolence of th« 
divine, xshstfrafter, that nothing ftort of the moft 
decifive evidence c^n e(tabli(h the fa£t. In order 
to this It muft.Srft be pfotcd, that the facred writers 
beUeved and taught the exigence atid agency of 
this ^ftrange and* anomalous Being j and fccondly, 
that this (ioclnne.was communicated to them by 
f eyelatipn, and. ^hat they were authorized ta make 
it .kn€>^|> to th^ workf.. Neither of thefe pointa 
tan be made ou^ to the.fatisfa^Slion of an intelligent 
and critical feader of the fcriptures : the doftrine 
therefore falls tt the ground. And I, for one, am 
ftoTt afiiamed to avow that I regard the notion of a 
devil and his agency, as " an evanefcent prejudice 
• * " which 



A Revieiuof Mr.. JVilherforcis Treatife. 35 

^^ which it 13 now a difcredit to a man of under* 
** Handing to believe." p. 42. 

Mr. W. however, affirms, with his ufixal confi-. 
dence, (p. 42.) ** That the word of God inftruftj 
*^ us that we have to contend not only with our o\f n. 
*' natural depravity, but with the power of darfc-, 
** nefs, the Evil SpirHj who rules in the hearty of 
** the wicked, and whofe dominion we learn from 
*•* fcripture to be fo general as- to entitle hina^ to tJ}C 
** denomination of the Prince pf this World." He 
further adds, *^ that the exiftence and agency of the 
** Evil Spirit are diftinSly and repeatedly affircae^* 
'* in fcripture.'' 

But notwithdanding the& pofitive aflertions, the- 
truth is, that the exiftence of an evil fpirit is np 
where exprefsly taught as a dp6lrine of revektiorv. 
It was unknown to the jews previous to the capti- 
vity, IhU was probably borrowed by their learned 
men, at that time, from the orieiital philofaphy, of 
which it is well known to have coivftituted aH- ef- 
iential part. After their return it became, iu pron 
ccfs of time, the . popular creed, and^the popular 
language being gradually fa.fhioned to it, was adoptn 
cd equally by thofe who did, and thofe who, did not 
believe the theory upon which it was. founded. 
Hence in the New Teft^jfneivt we find evil natur;4 
and moral often afcribcd tp the devil,, to. derapn$, w 
the ghofts. of wicked men, *• But neither Jefus no^ 

* See F»naet «n the Deiiiaiua.c.t> 
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his apoftlcs ever explicitly declare that they thetti- 
felres admitted the philofophy which governed the 
language of the country in which they lived, much 
lefs do they prpfefs to teach it as of divine autho- 
rity* They leave the mythology of evil fpirits, Kkc 
mady other popular opinions and prejudices, in the 
fame ftate in which they found it, to be correAed 
in the courfe of time by the principles which they 
taught, and by the gro\v^ng good fenfe of mankind. 
We may itideed fancy that they ought to have con- 
tradided the do6ir]ne if it had not been true, or, 
at kaft> that they ought not to have countenanced 
it by the ufe of popular language. But what right 
have we to aflert this, or to didlate to the Supreme 
Being, to what obje£l;s revelation fiiall extend ? The 
fzGt is, that the firft teachers of chriftianity neither 
poCtively affirm nor authoritatively contradict the 
exiftence and agency of an evil fpirit ; but exprefs 
themfelves upon this fubjeA exadly as the reft of 
their contemporaries would. The do&rine there- 
fore refts upon its own evidence, that is, upon rto 
evidence at all. 

Upon this fubjcA Mr. W. contents himfelf with 
afiertion without ^roof. He indeed tells us that 
^< the evil fpirit is ientitled to the denomination of 
•• the prince of this world.** The exprefiion occurs 
John xiv. 30. *• The prince of this world conieth 
<<^ and hath nothing in me.'' It is not eafy to afcer-» 
tain the fenfe of this textj but to explain it of the 

- devU 
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devil is perfeftly arbitrary. Perhaps, the true mean- 
ing is, that Jefus was about to be unjuftly arretted 
by order of the magiflrate *. And upon this inter- 
pretation what becomes of the argument for the 
univerfal dominion of the evil fpiric ? 

Mr. W. mentions no other text as countenancing 
his doftrinc, excepting p. 46, w'here he quotes 
Jude, ver. 6. " The angels who kept not their firft 
" eftate he has referved in everlafting chains under y 
" darknefs unto thie judgment of the great day.** 
The writer of this obfcure epiftle here argues with 
his readers upon their profefled principles, alluding 
to a mythology, which probably was at that time 
familiar, but is now loft 5 nor can any thing be in- 
ferred from a compofition the genuinenefs of which 
is known to be very doubtfuh At any rate it proves 
nothing concerning diabolical agency, for it repre- 
fents the fallen angels not as ranging at liberty, but 
as bound in chains. 

Mr. W. is pleafed to remark, p* 43. That " al- 
*' though the fcripture do£trine," as he unwarrant- 
ably terms it, ** concerning the evil fpirit is thus 
** gendVally exploded, yet were we to confider the 
** matter ferioufly and fairly, we ihould probably find 

« See a fimilar expreflion, 1 Cor. ii. 8. w'here the jewilh 
rulers who crucified our Lord are certainly the pcrfons intend- 
ed. " Which none of the princes of this world knew, for had 
** they known it they would 1191 have crucified the Lord of - 
*< Glory." 
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ground for believing that thefe Is no better reafon 
for its being abandoned, than that many abfurd 
flories concerning fpirits and apparitions have 
*' been ufed to be believed and propagated amongfl: 
'^ weak -and credulous ^people, and that the evil 
** fpirit not being the obje£l of our bodily eyes, it 
^ would be an indance of the fame weaknefs ta 
^ give credit to the do£lxine of its exiflence and 
•* agency." 

The difputant who can urge this weak objedion^ 
ipay, perhaps, be fatisfied with Mn W/s irrelevant 
reply : in which all that he attempts to prove is,. 
that it is no more incredible that an immaterial 
being ihould be a tempter, than a malarial one. He 
feems, indeed, to think it neceflary to help out his 
argument with the unqualified afTertion, p. 44. that 
to " deny the exiftence and operation of thefe qua- 
** lities in an immaterial being, is in dire^ contra'^ 
** di^'wn to the authority of fcripture.^' But as no- 
fuch authority is produced, we may hope to be ex- 
cufed if wc do not, upon his bare word, admit a 
dodlrine which appears to be unfounded in argu* 
ment oV experience, and fubverfive pf the moft im- 
portant principles of natural and revealed religion.* 
I'he true reafon why men of fenfe. rejecl the. 
notion of diabolical agency is, the total want of 
evidence to prove it. As philofophers,, they difcoVer 
no phaenomena which countenance the hypothefia 
of aninvifible malignant energy, and as attentive 

lead^ra 
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''f^adirs of the chriftian fcriptures, they fee nothing 

^^ ^wrarrant fuch a conclufion, but a fort of language, 

^l^ich a competent acquaintance with the oriental 

*^ylc would teach them to interpret in a figurative 

^^d mythological, and not in a literal and hiftorical 

ftnfe. 

It is obferved, p. 44. that ** this topic, however 
** it may excite the ridicule of the inconfiderate,, 

if 

•* will fugged matt^er of ferions apprehenfion to all 
" who form their opinions on the authority of the 
" word of God ; Thus brought as we arc into cap- 
** tivity and expofed to danger, depraved and weak- 
** ened within, and tempted from without, it might 
** well fill our hearts widi anxiety, &c." And in- 
deed it would be a mod alarming confideration, if 
we had reafon to believe that we lay at the Aercy 
of what our author calls^" the evil fpirit i^' of that 
any fuch being was permitted to hold intercourfe with 
this world, and to gain accefa to the human mind* 
Happily for us, there is no evidence from reafon to 
prove that any fpirit,, good or evil> fbares with the 
Supreme in the governinent of the univerfe \ nor 
do the fcriptures, carefully ftudied and rightly un- 
ddtdood, authorize any fuch unphilofophicaX and 
niifchievous opinion. -• 

Mr, W. towards the conclufioa of this feflion, 
reverts to his favourite do£trine of the corrupiioaqf 
human nature^ the diftelicf of which, according to 
him> U attended with the moft fatal confe()uences> 
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•* It is here," he fays, p. 50. " that our foundation 
** muft be laid, otherwife; our fuperftru£lure will 
•* prove tottering and infccurc. This is no mcta- 
** phyfical fpeculation, but a pr^ftical matter. 
•' Slight and fuperficial conceptions of our natural 
** ftate of degradation, and^ of our infufficiency to 
^ recover from it of ourfelves, produce a fatal in- 
" fenfibility to the Divine warning, &c." All this 
is eloquent declamation and pofitive afTertion, but it 
wants proof. 

It is curious to mark the progrefs of Mr. W.'f 
fyflcm : P. 26. *• We are by nature tainted with fin, 
'* not flightly and fuperficially, but radically, and to 
** the very core." P. 42. ** In addition to this, we 
*' have to contend with an evil fpirit, who rules in 
** the hearts of the wicked." P. 46. " Revelation 
^* teaches that the wages of fin is death," that is, 
P. 60. ** An eternity of unfpeakable mifery." P. 45^ 
*' The account it gives of the character of our 
** Judge, and of the probable principles of his de- 
** termination, ferves to turn painful apprehenfiois 
" into fixed and certain terror." P. 50* " Deliver- 
<^ ance is proclaimed and indeedo0ered, and we are 
•* plainly admonifted to work out our falvation, But 
^* we are unable of ourfelves to will or to do rightly*" 

In this ftate the great mafs of mankind are left. 
Born into the world with a nature radically tainted 
with fin, they can neither will nor do any thing 
vrithout that aid which Ood will not impart, an4 

for 
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fbr want of which they are doomed to eternal and 
unfpeakable mifery. TJiefe, according to Mr. W. 
are the fundamental and peculiar do6lrines of that 
gofpel which we are aifured *' contains glad tidings 
** of great joy for all people. '' Happily for us. 
Madam, " we have not fo learned Chrifl/' 

I am, &c. 



L ETT E R VI. 

■■ — % 

ObjeElton to the DoBrine of the Corruption of Human 

Nature farther conftdered* 

Madam, 

Mr. Wilberforcc is very ingenuous in dating the 
objections of his opponents, which is a proof that 
he writes under a full convi£);ion of the truth of 
his own principles* And though I agree with our 
author (p. 19) that *^ Sincerity is not all in all/^ we 
snuft ftill allow it to hold a diilinguilhed place in 
the catalogue of virtues, though it may fometimes 
be afTociated with error and prejudice. It muft 
hoVever e?ccite furprife in an attentive reader that 
he can be perfeftly fatisfied with his own anfwers 
t6 the objeftions which he fo fairly ftates. 

He introduces (p. 53) ** a bold objeftor, facing 
** about arfd Handing at bay, endeavouring to juftify 
** what he cannot deny. Whatever I am,^' he con-' 






ii 
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t^ncb, *' I am tvhat my Creator made me* I inherit 
a nature^ you yourfelf confefS) deprayed, and 
prone to evil-: how then can I withdand the 
'* temptatiops to fm with which I am environed ? If 
this plea cannot eftablifh tnjr innocence^ it muit 
excufe, or at Jeaft extenuate my guilt* Fr^il and^ 
** weak as. I aflrij a Being of infinite jufticc and good* 
*• nefs will never try me by a rule^ which,* however 
** equitable in the cafe of creatures of a higher na- 
** ture, is altogether difproportionate to mine." 

This is the language which Mr. W. puts into 
the mouth of his hid objedlon But if this obje£tof 
were to grow a little bolder, ftill, and not to be afraid 
of fpeaking out plainly, he might add ; ** Being 
" what my Creator made me, naturally prone to 
**.cvil^ tainted to the very core with fin, UQ^le even 
f^ to ti;/i7 what is right, how is it poiBble that a GocE 
'* of infinite juftice and goodnefs {hould condemn 
** me to eternal mifery, for not having extricated 
•* myfclf frp^m the wretched condition in which he 
** himfelf has fixed me, without ability to move ?* 

If Mr. W, ca»i return a fatisfa£lory reply to thefe 
objedions, he muft be an' able advocate inde^d,^ 
Let us then examine his arguments. 

Mr. W. firft (pC 53) warns his readers ^* not. to 
** be alarmed, as the writer is not going to enter 
*^ into the difcufiion of the grand queftion concern* 
** ing the origin of moral evil." Indeed there fcems 
little occafipn for an alarm up^n this headj as the 

only 
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onl y queftion is about a plain fimple fa£l. Can 111- 

iiuLtre^ juftice and goocliicfs dooni a being to eternal 

i\i\Cci ry^ for no other caufe, but that of not extricat* 

'^^•& himfelf out of the ftate in which his Creator 

V^^cied hiiti, without any power to aft or will ? I fee 

>^othIng in this cafe which involves queftions, '^ the 

I '^ full and clear comprehenfion of which is above the 

1 ^^ intclkft of man 5" no difficulty which a man of 

common undcrftanding might not folve with as 

much facility as tite profoundeft metaphyficran or 

the ableft moralift. Indeed it is a queftion which 

■ 

fufficiently anfwcrs itfelf j and hardy is the difput- 
ant who will ferioufly maintain the affirmative. . 

Mr, W. diftinguifhes his opponents into fceptics 
and believers. And (p. 54) ** he defpairs of fatif- 
fying the fccptic of the foundnefd of his own rea- 
fonings, though he thinks it not very difficult to 
expofe the futility of thofe of the fceptic/' He 
argu^Si "that as his preconceptions concerning 
•* the condu<fl: of the Supreme Beings have been in 
** fa£l already contradicted, particularly by the ex- 
** iftence of natural or moral evil, having, been 
" proved erroneous in one inftance, they might alfo 
" in another.'^ But the analogy will not hold. It 
may be allowed that the exiftence of evil under the 
divine f government would not antecedently have 
been expe£bed. The fatl howevtr being eftablilh- 
cd, it may not be difficult to reconcile it to the 
wifdom and benevolence of the divine charafteir. 

But^ 
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But^ the radical corrfiption of human nature, in 
confequence of which the mafs of mankind arc 
doomed to helplefs and to hopelefs mifery, never 
has^ and never can be proved to be a- fa£b ; and 
could the exigence of this radical corruption be 
edabliihed, the eternal puniihment of it could never 
be reconciled to any principle of juftice. 

Mn W. thinks, that ** the bed method of con- 
** vincing a fceptic, would be firft to prove the truth 
" of our holy religion/* and then (p. 55) to "put 
*' it to him whether alj this weight of evidence 
"^ were to be overbalanced by this one difficulty 
^ upon a fubje£); fo confefledly high and tnylle- 
"rious.'* 

Mr. W. Is perfe£lly right in concludmg that no 
intelligent fceptic would be fatisfied with t\it found- 
nefs of fuch reafonings. Such an one would d^ny 
the fubje£): to be either high or myfterious. No 
axiom can be more felf-evident than this, that if 
God be juft) he cannot make men naturally corrupt 
and vicious, and then condemn them to eternal 
mifery for being fo. And if he has any rational 
ideas of the Supreme Being, he will never admit 
that to be a revelation from heaven, which contains 
a do£lrine fo flagrantly repugnant to his perfeftions* 

Mr. W. dcfpairiiig of making much impreflSon 
upon fceptics, proceeds to addrefshimfelf (p. 56) 
to believers ; ^' and in order to convince all fuch 
^ that there is, fomewhere or other, a fallacy in the 

" objeilor's 
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•' objedor's reafoning/* he fays, " It, will be fuffi- 
** cient to eftablifhi that though the word of God 
** clearly aflerts the juftice and goodnefs of the Su- 
•* premc Being, and alfo the natural depravity of 
*' man, yet it no lefs clearly lays down, that this 
*' natural depravity (hall never he admitted as an-^ 



" excufe for fin •,*' and that, " the holy fcriptures 
'* are clear and full in guarding us againft fuppofing 
•' our fins, or the dreadful confequences of them, to 
** be chargeable upon God/* 

If Mr. W/s believer would be fatisfied with fuch 
reafoning as this, it is well \ but a rational chri(lian> 
who reads the" fcriptures with attention, and makes 
them their ov^n interpreters, would reply 5 that no 
fuch doftrine as natural or hereditary depravity is 
revealed in them j much lefs do they denounce 
eternal mifery as the inevitable confequence of na- 
tural corruption. And that the notion altogether is 
fo palpably repugnant to truth and judice, that if 
one or two detached pafTages (hould even feem to 
give countenance to it, fuch infulated texts ought 
to be interpreted in a fenfe confonant to the general 
tenor of the fcriptures, and the acknowledged per- 
fcciions of God. 

It is fuggefted (p, 58) as the " beft praftical an- 
fwer to the difficulty, that if our natural condition 
be depraved and weak, our temptations numeroUj^, 
and our Almighty Judge infinitely holy ; yet tkiit 
the offers to penitent fumers of pardon and grace 
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** arc univerfal and unlimited.'* But, with Mr. W.'s 
leave, this is no anfwcr to Hie difficulty at all. The 
cbje^ion doe^ not by any means refpeft thofe, who 
by the agency of the Holy Spirit arc regenerated, 
and made true penitents^ and who certainly have 
no reafon to complain as far as they are perfonally 
concerned \ but it refpefts the great n^afs of man- 
^ kind, who having been created depraved, and the 
requifite alfiflance being withheld, arc therefore 
doomed to eternal mifery. And he has not yet ad- 
vanced a Gngle ftep towards the renfioyal of this 
'difficulty, 

Mr, W. it fccms, not perfe£Hy fatisfied with his 
own reafonings, either with believers or unbelievers, 
finds it convenient to have recourfe to the ufual 
afylum of m^lery, ^ Let it not furprife'tis," fays 
he, (p. 59) " if in all this there feem to be involved 
** difficulties which we canpot fully comprehend ;' 
adding, " that many fuch every where prefent them 
*' fe^ves that in this our ignorance we may cahn 
** repofe on the divine declaration, that righteoi 
** nefs and judgment are the habitation of his thror 
•^ that it is true wifdom to attach ourfelves to w* 
** is plain and obvious; affcnting to what is revcr 
*' where above our faculties, on the credit of v 
** is clearly difcerned, &c." But all this is irrelc 
declamation. We again and again deny that t 
IS any jnyftery in the cafe. The doftiinc laid ( 
by Mr. W. is perfeftly intelligible, and it is p 
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di£tory to every principle of juftice, to every attri- 
bute of Deity, and to the whole tenor of divine re- 
velation. 

But if neither reafoning nor myftcry will anfwcr 
^he objeftion, anathemas offer their ready fcrvlce to 
fupply the deficiency ; not indeed in the old and 
rugged form of ecclefiaftical comminatiori, but in the 
humbler guife of pathetic lamentation. '^ It is indeed 
** an awful and afFe£ling fpeftacle," fays our author, 
(p. 60) ** to ,fce men thus bufying themfelves in 
*^ thefe vain fpeculatioris of an arrdgant curiofity, 
** and trifling with their dearefl: their everlafting in- 
** terefts," But Mr. W. may be afTured that men 
of fenfe, who ^re truly concerned for the credit of 
the chriflian religion, will not be intimidated by 
unjuft charges of improper motives, nor by unau- 
thorized infinuations of divine difpleafure, from a 
rigorous enquiry into the pretenfions of thofe doc- 
trines which faifely aflume the name and credit of 
revealed truths j or from expofing t\i0tn to the con- 
tempt and indignation which they deferve. And 
though many may be difpofed to treat fuch enquiries 
as '«* vain fpeculations," and may think it bell that 
wen (hould " repofe in their igtierance ;" there are 
fomc who will not think their time unworthily oc- 
cupied in endeavouring to clear the chriflian doc- 
trine from the corruptions with which it is encum- 
bered, 

Mr. 
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Mr. Wilberforcc (p* 61) illuftratcs what he calls 
*' the exquifite folly of this condu£i, by comparing 
** it with that of fome convi£ied rebel, who^ when 
^* brought into the prefence of his fovcreign, in- 
" ftead of feizing the occafion icx fue for mercy, 
fliould eren negled: and trifle with the pardon 
which (hould be offered him, and infolently em* 
ploy himfelf in prying into his fovereign's defigns 
" and critieifing his counfcls.** 

fiut let me aflc which of the two has moft reafon 
to apprehend his' fovereign's difpleafure, the mail 
who grofsly traduces his prince's charaflrer, and re- 
prefents him as an arbitrary, malignant, and odious 
tyrant i or he who endeavours to refcue his admini- 
ftration from groundlefs and unjuft imputations^ 
and to convince his fcllow-fubjefts that the govern- 
ment under which they live, is wife, and juft, and 
beneficent ? Let not Mr. W. then be fo ready to 
denounce judgment upon his fellow-chriflians who 
think more honourably of the Sovereign of the 
Univerfe than himfelf; and who are defirdus of 
counterafting thofe injurious mifrcprefentations of 
the divine government, which he has (inadvertently 
no doubt, and without any evil intention) fo induf^ 
trioufly difleminated. 

1 am, Madam, &c. 
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L E T T £ R Vn- 

Coneerrilng nvhat Mr. Wtlbetforce calls ^ fcripture 

^doSrines:* 

Madam^ 

Mr. TVllberforce hairing finlfhed his obfenratiotis 
upon the " inadequate conceptions generally enter- 
•* tained' of the importance of chriftianity," and 
upon ** the corruption of human nature,'* proceeds 
(c. 3) to reprefent what he eftecms tl^ * chief de- 
** fefls of the religious fyftem of the bulk of pro- 
•* feiled chriftians in what regards our Lord Jefus 
" Chrift, and the Holy Spirit;" and begins (Seft. i.) 
with ftating what he calls *' fcripture doftrines." 

In the firft of thefe, all chriftians will yerbally 
unite) viz* '^ that God fo loved the world, as of his 
" tender' mercy to give .his only Son Jefus Chrift 
** for our redemption/' Mr. W. has not^xplained 
the fenie in which he underftands thefe words ; nor 
is it materiaL The true meaning probably is, that 
the miffibn of Jefus was appointed by the goodnefs 
of God to recover men from the empire of idolatry 
and vice, and from the bondage of the ceremonial 
law. 

His next pofition is, " That our bleffed Lord 
** ivillingly left the glory of the Father, and was 
•• made man.** 

. D Mt. 
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Mr. W. does not affedl to exprefs this doflrinc 
in the language of the New Teftament, and with 
good reafon ; for, how clearly foever it may be con- 
tained in articles and creeds, nothing like it is to be 
found in the chriftian fcripturcs. That Jcfus of 
Nazareth was *' willingly" made a human being, is a 
thought too extravagant to have entered the minds 
of the facred writers, nor is it in any degree counte- 
nanced by the language they adopt. 

Amongft other texts Mr. W. quotes a celebrated 
pafTage from I fa. liii. ^^ the Lord laid upon him the 
•* iniquity of us all j" from which fome have 
itrangely inferred, that Jefus bore all the fufferingg 
due to the (ins of the ele£i;. It probably alludes to 
the ceremony of the fcape-goat, Lev. xvi. which is 
reprefented as carrying away into the wildemefs the 
fins of ignorance of the whole people, which Aaron 
confefTed laying his hand upon its head ; and means 
no more than that the errors and vices of a heathen 
ftate are no longer a bar to the ^xercife of mercy, 
but that God by Jcfus Chrift communicates the 
bleffings of the gofpel with equal freedom to jews 
and gentiles. In allufion to this it is alfo faid, that 
""he bore away their iniquities-," and that "he 
** took away the fins of the many ;" that is, of the 
gentiles ; meaning, that by him God ffeely exep- 
cifed mercy to the heathen world *. 

•^ Sec Ifa. liii. ii, 12. Mr. Dodfon's tranilation. 

Mr. 
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Mr. W. alfo cites, Rom. viii. 34. " He is now at 
" the right hand of God, making intcrceffion for 
** us.'* This office of intcrceffion is alfo afcribed to 
Jefus in another text, Heb. vii. 25. " He ever liveth 
** to make intcrceffion for them.'' The exa£l import 
of the phrafe it is very difficult to afcertain. Pro- 
bably, indeed, the writers thcmfelves annexed no 
very diftinfl idea to it. At any rate the literal and 
popular interpretation cannot be true 5 for Got!, an 
infinite fpirit, hath no right hand at which Jefus can 
ftand to intercede. The word in the original ex- 
prcffes any interference of one perfon for or againfl 
another * ; and all that we can certainly learn from 
the apoftle's declaration is, that Jefus, having bfeen 
advanced to great dignity and felicity, is, by the 
appointment of God, continually employing his 
renovated and improved powers in fome unknown 
way for the benefit of his church. We may ima^ 
gine what we pleafc, but more than this is not re- 
vealed, and therefore more than this it cannot be 
neccflary for us to believe. 

The diftina pcrfonal exiftence of the HoJy Spirit, 
which our author feems to affiime, (p. 63) is, I be- 
lieve, abandoned by every perfon who has paid much 
attention fo the phrafeology of the fcriptures ; and 
can indeed be maintained upon no other principles 
but fuch as would equally prove that wind, fire, and 

'* Sec Dr. Taylor's Note on Rom. viii. 27. 
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]>eftilence9 the plagues of Egypt, and the fcriptures 
ihemfelves, were real perfons. Dr. Lardner has 
fet this fubje£l in (b clear a light in his firft poft- 
icript to his celebrated letter on the Logos,'that the 
controverfy is almoft as much at reft as that con* 
cerning tranfubftantiacion. Whether it be the 
•doflrine of ^ our excellent liturgy '* or not, is of 
little confequence to the enquirer who looks to the 
Scriptures only for information concerning revealed 
truth. < 

Mr. W. (p. 64) « Mfiflies to God it could be 
^' prefutped that all who aflent to his opinions in 
^ terms, difcem their force and excellency in the 
*^ undcrftanding, and feel their power in the af- 
"^^ fe^ions, and their transforming influence in the 
«* heart.** And he thinks (p. 65) that " had wc 
^ duly felt the burden of our fins, that they are a 
^' load which our own ftrength is wholly unable to 
«( fupport, and that the weight of them mud finally 
*^ fi«k us into perdition, our hearts would hav^ 
*^ danced at the found of the gracious invitation, 
*^ G>me unto me, all ye that labour, and are heavy 
^' laden, and I will give you reft. But in thofe 
*^ who have fcarcely felt their fins as any incum* 
^ brance,it would be mere afre£tation to pretend to 
*' very exalted conceptions of the value and ac- 
•* ceptablenefs of the proffered deliverance." 

Such expreffions as fteling the burden and infup^ 
fcrtable load ofjm^ may perhaps be fuitable to per- 
fons 
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fons oH very profligate characters, but it is abfurd* 
to apply fuch language univcrfally. For perfons 
educated in chriAian principles, habits, and duties, 
who have never deviated into grofe vices, it woulA 
be " mere aSeflation '* to pretend to feel that load 
and burden upon their minds which is the proper 
concomitant of atrocious guilt: Nor do I fee any 
ufe in men of upright and virtuous characters re- 
prefenting themfelves to their own imaginations as 
demons and monflers. Neither the language nor 
the examples of fcripture warrant any thing of the 
kind. Our Saviour's invitation above cited, is ad- 
drefied not to finners in (Particular, but to perfons 
fufiering under the heavy load of pharifaic rites^ 
which on another occafion he calls '^ burdens 
^' grievous to be borne ;" and in comparifon with, 
which J his own religion ^' was a gentle and an eafy 
*« yoke.*' 

But Mr. W. fancies, that without this •' feeling 
** of. the burden of fin/* we fhall have no very ek- 
alted conceptions of the " proffered; deliverance ;" 
and as error is often fyflematical, and one leading 
prejcJice involves rf^^in of others, I can agree 
with him, that without this fanciful notion of the 
weight and burden of fin, there will be little occa- 
fion for his cqn&\]y fattciful doftrines of fatisfaCiion^ 
atonement, interceflion, and fupernatural influence* 
But a perfon who is fatisfied with the fimple fcheme 
of the New Teftament without thefe fupeifluous, 

D 3 • Inx^^^- * 
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fupplcmentary articles, will, while he maintains a 
proper fenfe of the dignity of human nature, and 
refleAs with plcafure upon the pUrity and integrity 
of his general charader, fee great reafon to be 
thankful for the deliverance of fo large a part of 
the world from the bondage of idolatry by the pro- 
mulgation of the gofpel, and for the glorious 
profpeft of immortal life and happinefs which it 
opens to view, and by which it ftrcngthens the -for- 

« 

titude and animates the zeal of every virtuous be- 
liever. 

It is obferved fp. 68) that"" the Unitarian and 
*' Socinian, who deny or explain away the peculiar 
** doflrines of the gofpel, may be allowed to feci 
^< and talk of thefe grand truths with little emo* 
« tion." 

Mr. W. here makes a juft diftinftion, which, 
though fufEcIently obvious in itfelf, is often through 
ignorance or defign overlooked, namely, that be- 
tween the Socinian, and the Unitarian. The for- 
mer believes, that although Jefus had no exiftencc 
before his birth, yet that fmce his refurreftion he 
has been advanced to the g /ernment of the uhi- 
verfe ; a notion unfcriptural and moft incredible. 
But a confiftent Unitarian, acknowledging Jefus as 
a man in all refpeds «' like to his brethren," -re- 
gards his kingdom as entirely of a fpiritual nature, 
and as confiding in the empire of his gofpel over 
the hearts and lives of its profeffors. 

Unitarian 
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Unitarian chriftians believe4n the refurre£lion of 
their venerated Matter 5 and upon his authority, 
confirmed by that event, they entertain a cheerful 
perfuafion, that if they obey his gofpel, and follow 
his great example in a fearlefs profeflion of truth, 
and an upright difcharge of duvy> they (hall in due 
time be raifed by the power of God to a happy and 
immortal life. 

Of fuch chriftians as thefe Mr. W. aflerts with a 
tone of authority which the confcioufnefs of infalli- 
bility alone could warrant, that they ^* deny or ex- 
*' plain away the peculiar doclrines of the gofpel." 
But their fevere cenfor may. be affured, that they 
have learned froni higher authority than his, that 
" it is a very fmall thing to be judged of man's 
"judgment*." And they would requeft him feri- ' 
oufly to refleft, whether he may not himfelf be 
liable to the charge of making unauthorifed addi- 
tions to the genuine doflrine of chriftianity, which 
deface its beauty, obftru£l its progrefs, and diminifh 
its practical tStO,, 

Mr. W.*^ proceeds (p. 69) to defcribe love to 
Chrift as " an ardent adlive principle," and he in- 
fifts upon the natural exprelTions of flrong aflFe£tions " 
as applicable to this cafe. But the only criterion of 
genuine regard which our Mailer himfelf prefcribes, 
is the pradice of virtue from refpe£t to the motives 
of the gofpel. " He that hath my commandments 

♦ I Cor. iv, 3, 

^ 1 
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^* and keepeth them^ he it is that loveth me.** 
WhocTcr therefor^ poffcflcs this authentic charaQer 
of genuine afieAion to Chrift, may reft perfe£ily 
fatlsfied, whether they do or do not come up to our 
author's ftandard of ardent feeling. 

In (p. 71) we have a complaint that ^'the doc« 
'* trine of the fahdiifying operations of the 'Holy 
'* Spirit appears to have met with ftill worfe treat- 
" ment than that of love to Chrift/' But JMr. W. 
himfelf ** appears" to be under a confiderable error 
upon this fubje£l^ for want of fufficient attention to 
the true fenfe of the fcripture language. 

It is evident to every perfon competently ac- 
quainted with facred phrafeologyi that the Spirit ef 
God fometimea fignifies God himfelf^ and fometimes 
divine wfpiration* The Holy Spirit ufually means 
the miraculous fonvers commuoicated to the apoftlesi 
by which the chriftian religion was confirmed at its 
firft promulgation ;' and jews and heathens having 
be«n converted by this impreflive evidence, they are 
faid to be regenerated, renewed, or fanfiified by the 
Holy Spirit 5 that is, recovered from a ftate of 
heathenifm or pharifaifm, which is in fcripture lan- 
guage a flate of alienation from God, and enmity to 
him, into a flate of vifible profefljon, and of privilege* 
Mr. W. and many others underftand that in a moral 
fenfe, which tHfe writers intend in a ceremonial, and 
apply expreflions indifcriminately to all perfons, 
which the connexion and fcope of the pafTage 

limits 
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limits to the firft conyerts from jadaifm sOid hea- 
thenifm. 

Mr. W/s creed reprefenting the Holy Spirit as a 
divine perfon, equal with the Father, whofe office it 
is to fandtify the heart, naturally leads htm to dif* 
cufs the dotirine of a divine influence upon the 
mind for moral purpofes, (p. 72, 75.) But it has 
never yet been proved that any fupematural influ* 
cnce upon the mind is neceflary under the divine 
government, or that it has ever exifted, except in a 
few very extraordinary cafes. Every philofophic 
theift will allow, that all events are brought to pafs 
.agreeably to the divine foreknowledge, and accord* 
ing to the wife and benevolent counfels of God. 
Alfo, that a divine energy Is adualiy exerted in 
every event, according to certain rules which God 
has prefcribed.to himfelf, few will deny. True plu« 
lofopby and true religion lead us to fee God in every 
thing* But that he ever, much more that he /re» 
ffunttly, deviates from his ufual courfe to produce 
eSciXs upon the human mind, which would not 
have refulted from the natural operation of general 
laws,' is a fa£l improbable in itfetf, and of which wc 
llave no fatisfaAory evidence^ either from ezpe« 
rience or revelation. In popular language, the vir- 
tuous affeflions of virtuous men are with great pro- 
priety afcribed to God^ and the pious waiters of tlie 
fcriptures have often adopted this form of expref- 
fion.. Whether they themfelves believed in the ex- 

D 5 Sfic^tv^^ 
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iftence of frequent fupernatural operations upon the 
mind, does not clearly appear; and it is certain 
that they no where affirm, that it conflituted any 
part of their commiflion, to teach this extraordinary 

. and improbable doftrine.' The agency which they 
admitted extends to evil as well as to good> it 

. ** hardens the heart of Pharaoh*," as well as ^' opens 

. " that of Lydiaf ;" and therefore it is a general, and 
not a particular influence. Confequently, the po- 
pular language of the facrcd writings by no means 
authorifes the conclufion, that God ever interpofes 
fupernaturally to produce moral efFedls upon the 
mind ', the expe£lation of which is liable to great 
abufe, and has often been produftive of very perni- 
cious confequences. 

This feftion concludes with a juft and honour- 
able teftimony to the excellent charadler,^ and the 
prudent and fuccefsful zeal, of the Moravian bre- 

• thren, in which I moft cheerfully concur; but I 

would take occafion incidentally to remark, that a 

religious party may be very numerous, very pious 

and benevolent, very zealous and fuccefsful, and yet 

by Mr. W.'s own conceffion (for he is no Moravian 

himfelf) its diftinguifhing tenets may be erroneous 

and unfcriptural. 

I am, MadamV &c. 

•'Exod. vii. 3. f Afts xvi. 14, 
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LETTER VIII. 

Concerning the admiffion of the Pajfions into Religion* 

Of Love to ChriJ}, 

Madam, 

JVdR. Wilberforce, p. 8c — 8^, treats at conGdcr- 
able length on the admiffion of the paffions, or 
afFeftions, into religion ; the reafonablenefs and im- 
portance of which, under proper regulations, will 
not be difputed by any who think juftly upon the 
fubjeft. Religion can hardly be faid to exift with- 
out them. AfFeftions being internal feelings, which 
arife naturally, and fpontaneoufly, from correfpond- 
ent views and apprehenfions of their fpecific objefts; 
complacency, gratitude, reverence, confidence, joy, 
and refignation, will be neceflarily generated by fre- 
quent ferious contemplation of the Supreme Being, ~ 
as a perfeftly wife, powerful, and benevolent father^ 
benefadlor, friend^^^^governor, and judge. And af- 
fections fo formed will be a powerful ftimulus to 
that courfe of conduS which will be mod accept- 
able to God. Devotion gives energy and dignity to 
virtue, and the chriftian revelation juftly reprefents 
love to God as the " firft and great commandment," 
It is, however, neceflary to obferve, that love to 
God is a beneficial affeflion, only in proportion to 
the truth and' juftice of the ideas which men enter- 

D 6 V VilYcw 
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tain of the divine attributes and government* Xt we 
conceive of God as perfectly benevolent and wifc^ 
and defirous of the happinefs of his creatures as the 
fole end of his righteous adminiftration, love to him 
will be a rational and a delightful affe£lion) and will 
naturally exprefs itfelf not only in external acts of 
grateful homage, but in univerfal complacency and 
good will, and in a folicitous concern to co-operate 
with the beneficent Creator in doing good, in alle- 
viating mifery, and in difFufing happinefs* 

But if our ideas of the Supreme Being are erro- 
neous and unjuft, the afTedlons tqwards him will be 
proportionably diftorted. It will be difficult to con- 
ceive of God as an arbitrary and capricious tyrant, 
without being on the one hand overwhelmed with 
terror, or, on the other, difpofed to cherifli the af- 
fe£lions we afcribe to him, and to regard the fup- 
pofed objects of Divine difpleafure with difguft and 
malevolence. The hiftory of religion, in ail ageSj 
]s replete with the baneful effeAs of that *^ 2eal for 
*^ God which Is not according to knowledge.** 

After all, though the objeds of religion are «of 
fufficient dignity and magnitude to excite and in- 
tereft our bed aiFeftions when ftcadily contem- 
plated, it ought to be remembered, thai a mechani* 
cal glow of the paffions is by no means efiential to 
the pradice of religion and virtue, efpecially at the 
commencement of a virtuous courfe. Men enter 
upon and purfue their occupations in life, not from 
5 paifioDate 
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paffionaic feelings, but from rational conTiflion that 
thefe ate the bed means of providing^ in a juft and 
honourable way, for the fubfiftence, comfort, and 
xefpedlability of themfelves and their families : and 
if the employment is at firft irkfome, the principles 
upon which they z& will jlimulate them to perfe* 
verance, and by degrees they will form an attach* 
ment.to profeflions to which originally they were 
little inclined. In like manner, a perfon of refiec* 
tion will enter upon the praflice of religious virtue, 
not from any palEonate and tranfient emotions, but 
from the deliberate conviction of his judgment, that 
a pious and virtuous condudi will be ultimately 
conducive to his beft intereft ; and though the prac* 
tice of virtue may occafionally be unpleafant, may 
require fclf-denial, and may expofe him to difficul« 
ties and inconveniencies, which would fubdue a re« 
foltttion infpired only by the paffions, they will 
make little impreffion upon a purpofe which origi- 
nates in the deliberate conviAion of the underftand* 
ing. And by degrees, habits of re£iitude will be 
infenfibly eftabllihed, and viri:ue will be loved and 
praAifed for its own fake. The religious prmcipte 
28 of too much importance to be made dependent 
upon the paHions, which wife men difcard in all 
afiairs of moment, left they (hould warp and miilead 
tjie judgement* 

Mr. W« concludes his fefiion, p. 96, with the ap« 
^ication of his do^rine concerning the ^fe of the 

{a(&.Qna 
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paffions in religion, not, as might naturally have 
been expefted, to the Supreme Being, but to Jefus 
Chrift 5 whom he reprefents as *' the proper objeft 
" of love, gratitude, joy, hope, and truft,'* which he 
apprehends that no one can deny " without being 
" dead to every generous emotion, and bluihing 
** with fliame and indignation when he looks his 
** pbjeftion in the face." p. 98. Without feeling, 
however, any emotion, either of fear or (hame, from 
any thing Mr. W. has advanced 5 I make no hefita- 
tion to aflert, that the afFedlion, which; he infifts 
upon as due to Chrift, has no juft foundation in the 
xeprefentatidns which the fcripture exhibits of his 
pcrfon and charafler, or of his prefent ftate and 
dignity, but that it originates in palpable error, and 
is directed wholly to a mere creature of the imagi- 
nation. 

Very far, indeed, am I from defiring of endea- 
vouring to weaken that rational regard to Jefus 
which he has Jiimfelf required, and for which the 
gofpel lays a proper foundation. I revere his me- 
mory 9s the moft excellent of human charafters, 
and the moft eminent of all the prophets of God, 
who was honoured with the high commifiioti of fu- 
perfeding the mofaic difpenfation, and of revealing 
to all nations " the words of eternal life." I joyfully 
and thankfully embrace his dodrine, confide in his 
promife, and bow to his authority. This is all the 
love which he requires, and which his difclples can 

properly 
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properly exercifc towards him. " He that hath my 
•^commandments and keepeth them," faith our 
Lord himfelf, "he it is that loveih me*^" and 
who is authorifed to fubflitute any other criterion 
of acceptable regard ? 

Jefus is indeed now alive, and, without doubt^ 
employed in offices the moft honourable and bene- 
volent: but, as we are totally ignorant of the place 
where he refides, and of the occupations in which 
he is engaged, there can be no proper foundation 
for religious addrefles to him, nor of gratitude for 
favours now received, nor yet of confidence in his 
future interpofition in our behalf: All afFeflions 
and addrefles of this nature are unauthorifed by the 
chriftian revelation, and are infringements upon the 
prerogative of God. 

. If indeed we figure to ourfelves a being equal to 
the Supreme, or next in order and dignity below 
him; invefted by him with the adminiftration of 
the univerfe*; voluntarily afluming human nature ; 
fufFering upon the crofs the punifhment due to the 
fins of men ; continually employed in interceding 
for them; fupplying them with a perfeft righteouf- 
nefs to conceal the defefts of their own charafters ; 
and guarding and proteQing them in their paflage 
through this world; the fieady contemplation of 
this ideal perfon will naturally generate admiration, 
gratitude, joy, confidence, and other correfponding 

' f Johnxiv. »i. 
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affeflbns ; and all this may be called love to Chrtft, 
confidence in him, and the like: and chriftians who 
neither experience nor pretend to fuch ecftatic feel' 
' ings may be treated with contempt, and reprefented 
as derogating from the glory of Chrift. But fach 
a Being as this having, in fad, no real exiftence, all 
thefe affedions muil be vain and illufory, varying 
according to the variable fancies of men, and inca« 
pable of conRituting wife and permanent principles 
ofadion. 

But Mr. W. has texts at hand to fupport his doc* 
irine, which to fuperiicial readers will probably ap- 
pear fatisfadory, but which a little attention will 
eafijy reconcile to the general tenor of the fcriptures 
concerning the perfon of Jefus, as a man ef like 
faculties and feelings with other human beings. 

*• In him,'' feys the Apoftle*, *« dwelleth all the 
«« fulncfs of the Godhead bodily-'* Bnt this no 
wore proves the proper deity of Chrift, which is the 
purpofe for which Mr. W. quotes it, than- the ex^^ 
preflions, '^ being filled with all the fulncfs oT 
** Godf,'* or "being made partakers of a divine 
•* nature I," prove the proper deity of all fincerc 
cbriftians. The meaning is, that a fulnefs of know^ 
ledge and power for the purpoie of his jnlffioa vfas* 
communicated to htm by God*. 

'Mr.W. alfo produces the texts Phil. ii» 6. %. «^Hft? 

fCol»ii, 9. -fEph. iii. J9, JzPct. L.4#. 

!* thought 
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•* thonght it not robbery to be equal with God," or 
tather as God or like God. The fenfe of which i^ 
that being endued with miraculous powers, here 
called ^* being in the form of God, he did not grafp 
•* at fimilitude to God," did not affeft an oftenta- 
tiobs difplay of thefe powers for his own advantage; 
•* but, afluming the form of a fervant, he was made 
•* in the likenefs of men," that is, he appeared weak 
and helplefs like another man*, and fo ^'became 
•* obedient to death, even the death of the crofs.** 
The fubmiiTion of Jefus to death is reprefented in 
the New Teftament as an aA of voluntary obe- 
dience, beca.ufe he always had it in his power to 
have relcued himfelf by miracle^ as he himfelf re- 
peatedly declares; a privilege which no human being 
but himfelf ever pofleiTed. 

Mr. W. argues the propriety of trufting in Chrift, 
from Heb. xiii. 8* *' Jefus Chrift is the fame yeftcr- 
" day, and to-day, and for lever.** But in this paf- 
fage the name of the prophet is put, by a ufual 
figure of fpeech, for his dodrine, as the context 
evinces. For the inference which the writer immo» 
. diately draws from the obfervation is, '^ Be not car« 
*' tied about with divers and ftrange do£lrines." 

1 am. Madam, See. 

♦ So Samfon, Judges xvi. 17. tells his miftrefs, that *» if he 
** is (haven he (hall become weak, and be like any man/*^ i. e* 
as our trandatort (not being, in this inftance, warped by preju- 
dice) have properly rendered iCy like any oihn man : no loii^r 
p«flefled of extraordinary poivecs. 
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LETTER IX. 

7he fame fubjeH continued. Errors concer 

Holy Spirit. 

MadaMj 

Mr. Wilberforce, like a valorous knigh 
chafed his invifible opponent, page 98, ** 
** favourite pofition, and ccmpelled him to 
** ledge that the religious aflPeftions tow 
" bleffed Saviour are not unreafonable," d< 
now to follow up his vidlory, and to drive 1 
•' his laft retreat, viz. That by the very co 
** of our nature we arc liot fufceptiblc of 
** towards an invifible Being." 

Our Author having now advanced prett 
the wildernefs of vifions and chimeras, it 
cafy matter to follow him over the enchante< 
To all appearance, however, his prefent 
midc upon a non-exifting gdverfary. T 
perfon (hould believe that Jefus Chrift ij 
Mr. W. reprefents, that is, a God to who 
'under greater obligations than to the Cre* 
felf, having redeemed us from that mifer 
in which our Maker had left ub*, and yei 

• Vide Mr. W. p. 123. " The merits and int 

« Chrift, to which we are wholly indebted for our re 

*< with God, and for the will and the power fronri fi 
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that this divine perfon is the proper objeft of reli- 
gious affeftion, or that fuch afFe£lions arc prafti- 
cable, is to me utterly incomprehenfible. But as 
Mr. W. labours the point with fo much affiduity, it 
is to be fuppofed that he may have met with fome 
reafoners of this extraordinary caft. As for thofe 
who are content with the plain and fimple account 
of Jefus Chrift in the New Teftament, as a man 
approved of God, it is plain that to fuch perfons the 
whole of his reafoning is totally inapplicable \ nor 
does he indeed affeft to addrefs it to them. 

To profefled chriftians, who believe that a Divine 
Perfon aflumed human nature, and died to. fave 
theni from eternal mifcry, and that he is nowconti- 
nually employed to intercede for them and to defend 
them^ and who, ncverthclefs, doubt whether it be 
reafonable or pra£licable to love and confide in him^ 
Mr. W. addrefles the argument in his following 
fe£lion* *And the tenor of his reafoning is, that in- 
vifible beings, when they are made the obje£ts of 
fteady" meditation, or, as he quaintly expreiTes it, 
when they are brought into "clofe contaft," are 
capable of exciting the affedlions — that the relations 
in which we (land to fuch a Chrift as he defcribes, 
have a peculiar tendency to awaken the afFcflions— • 
that it is the office of the holy fpirit to excite them— 

< work out our own falvation." In our natural ftate, that is, 
is God made us, the author defcribes us as '< tainted with fm to 
' the very core," without will or power to help ourfelves. 
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that perfons who objeA'to the poffibllity of fttch 
afiedions have never ufed the proper means of | 
attaining them— and that many eminent chriftianSf 
in all ages, have, by the ufe of the appointed means, 
made high attainments in thefe virtues. The only 
obje^lon which can be made to this reafoning, afe 
an addrefs to men's profefled principles, is^ that it is 
propofed to perfons who either have no occafion for 
it, or whofe vnderftandings ipuft be impenetrable to 
argument. 

Mr. W. in order to convince his calloaa believer 
of the pradlicability of love to Chrift, though invi* 
fible, aflfumes as a h&f p. lOi, the extraordiniffy 
pofition, that ^* there appears naturally to bcf a oer* 
*' tain ftrangenefs between the paffion and its ob« 
^ jeA, which familiarity and the power of habit 
'^ muft gradually overcome.'* He adds, ^ You maft 
•• contrive to bring them into clofe contaSi*' After 
which he proceeds, at confiderable length, formally 
to open, as he exprefles it, p. io6, " the do6lrine of 
^ clofe contaft," as though it were fome new and 
important difcovery in the plulofophy of the human 
mind — when, in truth, it amounts to nothing more 
than the old and familiar fa£l:, that the affediions arc 
excited, not in pr('portion to the real value and 
magnitude of the obje£b, but to the attention, v6lua- 
tary or otherwife, which is paid to it, and that, 
whether the object be real or imaginary. 

Mr. W. p. 107, to illuftrate his propofition that 

objefts 
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of viGon are not the only obje£ts capable of 
ng our regard^ thinks *' that it might appear 
too nearly approaching to the ludicrous to 
(I, as afi example to the contrary, the meta« 
:ian*s attachment to his unfubftantial fpecu* 
8.'' What there is of ludicrous in thofe 
d fpeculations, in thofe acute and fuccefsfisl 
es into the phaenomena of the human mind^ 
ccupied the adive and penetrating genius of 
I and a Hartley, I am at a lofs to difcover. 
cafm upon the fubUme and ufeful fcience of 
rfics would well become a fuperficial fciolift^ 
ght hope to conceal his ignorance under the 
idicule, but is unworthy of Mr. W. both as 
f liberality and a fcholar.- 
Vf. obfenre^, p. 10 1, '^ that the diftrefles of 
el, which at the fame time we know to be 
>us, afle£t us more than the dry narrative of 
ie.'* And it is an obvious fad, that imagi«« 
jeds often excite the paffions as vividly as 
IS, even when known to be imaginary 1 and 
lOre fo, when, by any illufion of the under- 
, thefe creatures of the imagination are mif- 
r fubftantial beings. It is therefore aA im* 
branch of the difcipline of the mind to 
i(h between imaginations and realities, and 
s attention habitually and firmly upon things 

re true and important| left fidlitious objects 

ihould 
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(hould take pofTcflion of the afie£tions, to the exclu- 
fion of thofe which are of fubftantial value. And 
this appears to me to be precifely the fituatipn of 
Mr. W. and of thofe who think and feel with him. 
The Jefus whom they array with the attributes of 
deity, and to whom they delegate the adminiftradon 
of the univerfe, is a phantom of their own imagina- 
tion, totally unlike the humble prophet of Nazareth; . 
and all the attention which they give, and the afieo 
tions which they feel, to fuch a being, are irrational 
and illufory ; and, as far as they prev;ul, they dero- 
gate from the homage due to the one true God, the 
only proper objeft of all religious veneration and 
gratitude. ^ 

Mr. W. tells us (p. 107) that *f our bleflcd Sa- 
*' viour is not removed far from us.— He exhibits 
•' not himfelf to us dark with excejftve brightnefs^ but 
** is let down as it were to the poflibilities of human 
•* converfe. We may not think that he is incapable 
•* of entering into our little concerns, and of fympa- 
" thizing with them.'* That is, in other words, that 
fuch a being as we fancy Chrift to be, is better 
adapted to our conceptions and afFe£tion$ than God 
himfelf. Such is the opinion which the papifts en- 
tertain of the virgin Mary, and of their calendar 
faints, with whom they think they may be more 
familiar than with Jefus Chrift himfelf. Hence the 
abjeft fuperftitions and idolatries of the church of 

Rome^ 
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S^ome; and indeed there is no end to the vagaries 
of the hun^an mind when it transfers its devout 
affedlions to any other being than the living God. . 

Mr. W. fupports his doSrine by a quotation from 
the epiftle to the Hebrews, iv. 15. " He is not one 
** who cannot be touched with the feeling of our 
** infirmities, having been in all points tempted like 
** ais we are." How this declaration can be made 
confident with Mr. W.'s doftrine of the divinity of 
Chrifl:, it becomes him ferioufly to confider. That 
a God fliould be " in all points tempted" like frail 
and finful man, appears to me a contradiction in 
terms. But the writer of this epiftle, having for- 
mally proved that though Chrifl was fuperior to all 
former prophets, he was inferior to angels, and in 
all refpe£i:s like to his brethren*, juflly concludes* 
' that, having fufFered like them, he now fympathizes 
with them. And no doubt he does ^ but this fa£l 
lays no foundation for religious regards and ad- 
drefles to him. 

From the promife of our Lord to his apoftles, 
John J.vf. 18. " I will not leave you orphans^* Mr.W. 
ftrangely draws the univcrfal inference, that ** th'e 
*• children of Chrift are here feparated from the . 
*' perfonal view of him, but not from his paternal 
** affe£lion and paternal care." But the virtuous, 
who are in the hands of God, the God and Father « 

• Sec Mr. Wakefield's traiillation of the two firft chapters of 

this epiftle* 

of 
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of Jefus their Mafter^ need no other proteAor. And 
the text quoted will not prore the pointy for it is 
addrcfled to the apoitles onlj; and our Lord imme- 
diately adds, '* I will come unto you ;** meaning, 
that he would foon vifit them again after his refur- 
re£lion, for their confolation and triumph. It is 
added, p. 1 10, '* that we learn from the fcriptures, 
^* that it is one main part of the operations of the 
'' Holy Spirit to implant thefe heavenly principles 
^ in the human mind, and to cherifli their growth.'* 
But we have before had occafion to remark, that the 
fcriptures do not teach the exiftence of any fuch 
perfon as the Holy Spirit, and that there is no 
foundation for the ezpe£iation oi any fupematural 
operations upon the mind. Lead of all then can it 
be fuppofed, that fuch operations would be exerted 
to produce afie&ions towards a being who, having 
no exiftence out of the imagination, neverthelefs 
fupplants the true God in the government of the 
univerfe, and in the hearts of his creatures. 

In p. 1 1 1» we find an eloquent declamation upon 
the great eflFefts of fuch a " love to the Redeemer/* 
as Mr. W. recommends; which, he fays, "was the 
•' religion of the holy martyrs of the fixteenth cen- 
** tury, and which burned with an xncreafe of ar- 
*' dour in proportion to the perfecutions with which 
** they were aflailed." And there can be no doubt, 
that pcrfons who fcrioufly believe that Jefus Chrift 
is fuch a being as Mr. W. defcribcs, and who have 

wrought 
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VTought themfelves up to a proportionable elevation 
of admiration, gratitudei joy, and confidence for his 
fuppofed condcfcenfions, labours, and fufFerings, 
and for his prcfent proteftion, will often feel ecftatic 
joys and tranfports ; and will, in the ardor of their 
zeal, cheerfully fubmit to fufferings and death for 
the (ake of him to whom they imagine themfelves 

under thefe infinite obligations Hereby demen^ 

itrating, what ? not the truth of their principles, but 
th^Jincerity of their perfuafion. I grant that many 
of the martyrs of the fixteenth century thought of 
Jefus Chrift as Mr. W. now does. They were men 
of great integrity, and inflexible courage in avowing 
what they believed to be evangelical trutli, and in 
protefting againd the extravagant corruptions of the 
Romi(h church. But their creed is not our ftandard. 
They were juft emerging from the prejudices of an 
ignorant and fuperllitious age; and though they did 
as much as could be expe£l;ed from men in their 
circumftances, and fuccefsfuUy expofed many of the 
more flagrant errors of the papal religion, they 
could not, at once, (hake ofl^ the mafs of corruption 
which had been accumulating for almoft fixteen 
centuries. They left much to be done by thofe 
who came after them. We have as good a right to 
iifient from their creed, when it is repugnant to the 
do£trine of the fcriptures, as they had to detect and 
:xpofe the errors of the Romiih church. And I 
irufti if the times (hould ever require it, that the 

£ advocates 
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advocates for rational and Tcriptural religion^ wouM 
be as ready, by their fufFerings, to tcftify their zeal 
for truth, as rtie honcft but lefs enlightened ^onfef- 
ibrs of an earlier age. 

This fe£Hon is clofed with a reproof to nominal 
chriftians, p. 1 1 3, ** for fcarcely admitting, except 
V in the mod vague and general fenfe, tJie doflrine 
** of the influence of the holy fpirit f' adding, ^* that 
*^ if -we look into tlieholyfcriptures for information 
*• on tliis particular we Icam a very different leflbn,** 
To this is fubjoined, as ufual, a firing of texts de- 
tached from their connexion, which in found feem 
to confirm the affumption, but which, when criti- 
cally examined, bear no fuch meaning, ^ Moft of 
them relate to the ftate of the teathcn previous to 
iheir converfion, and to thi; wonderful cflfeft of the 
miraculous powers of the apoftles, in exciting their 
atteRtioB to the chriftian doftrine, and thereby en- 
gaging them to the ferious profefEon of chriftianity, 
^fhefe in their heathen ftate are reprefented as 
** children of wrath,** and able to do nothing ; but 
convinced by the miracles, and enlightened by the 
teaching off the apoftles, they were ** quickened as 
** from the dead, created anew to good works, put 
•^ off the old man with his deeds, and put on the 
** new man which i« renewed after the image of lus 
*« Creator.** 

And the unchriftianized world being figuratively 

leprefented as urjder the emjire of Satan^.thatis^ 
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xF idolatry and vice.; when a heathen was converted 
to the chriftian religion, he was "faid to have beeii 
"** franflated out of the kingdom of Satan into that 
^' of God's dear Son ;^' and, converfely,*when a pro- 
feflbr of chrlflianity, in confequence of immoral con- 
3u6^^ was diicarded by the cliriltian community, he 
was faid to '^'te delivered over to Satan ;*' that 15, 
he ceafed to be a member of the chriftian cliurch, 
and was regarded as an unconverted heatheti. 

It deferves to be particularly remarked here, that 
Mr. W. p- 113, defcribes all men as "by nature 
'*' children of wrath,, arid under the power df the 
** evil fpirit, our underftandings being naturally 
*' dark, and our hearts aVerfe from Tpiritual things;** 
and p. 114, the influence bf the holy fpirit is reptc- 
fented ** as originally awakening ns from flumber, a$ 
*' quickening us when' dead ; as delivering us froni. 
** the power of the d^vil, and ais drawing us to 
** God.*' Hence it foUiJws, that tipon this (yftem 
mankind can do nothing to extricate themfelves 
from the wretched' condition in which they are 
placed by their Creator, and that ail relief mufl: 
origifiate in the awakening and quickeniiifj operations 
oTthc holy fpirit. Atid if th'fefc are withheld, the 
haplefs viflims are inevitably doomed to eternal 
znifery. Yet Mr. W. and many otTiets call this fyf- 
tcm chriftianity, and ptofefs to believe that God is 
juft ! 
' La my judgment, language cannot fupply words 
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of fufiicient energy to exprefs the odioQs malignity 
of chara£lcr which is here afcribed unjuflly, I had 
almoft faid profanely, to the Governor of the Uni* 

verfe. 

Mr.W. in a note at the concluCon of this fe£tion, 
recommends Dr. Doddridge's fermons on regenera- 
tion as a *^ moft valuable compilation.'' Dr. Dod- 
dridge was a man of great induftry, ability^ benevo- 
lencCy and piety \ but he was greatly mifled by an 
undue attachment to the popular fyftem of theology, 
and his works are not calculated to in(lru£): his 
. readers in the true fenfe of the chriftian fcriptures, 
nor to infufe into them a fpirit of rational and 
manly piety* His fermons upon regeneration af- 
fume throughout an erroneous principle \ applying 
expreflions to all men indifcriminately) which are 
limited by the connexion to the contemporaries of 
the apoftles, and to the (late of the firft converts to 
the chriftian faith. And Dr. Doddridge, like Mr. W. 
contends for that fupernatural influence upon the 
mind for moral purpofesi which is neither coniiftent 
with true philofophy, with afcertained fa£ls, nor 
with the genuine dodlrine of the chriftian reve« 
lation. 

I am. 

Madam, &c« 
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LETTER X. 

Terms of Acceptance with GoiL 

There is nothing in the whole compafs of reli- 
gion and morals, of greater importance to be clearly 
and diftinftly known, than ** the terms of accept- 
" ance with God," or, in other words, the means 
which God has appointed for the attainment of our 
ultimate happinefs. And thefc are fo explicitly re* 
vealcd in the fcripturcs both of the old and new 
tcftament, that no perfon of common underftand- 
ing, who reads them attentively and without prcju^ 
dice, can fall into any material error upon this fub« 
jeft. The praftice of virtue is always reprefentcd 
SI8 the only means of attaining happinefs, both here 
and hereafter. *' To fear God, and keep his com- 
" mandments ; to do juftice, to love mercy, to walk 
** humbly with God, to deny all ungodlinefs and 
** worldly paffions, and to live foberly, rightcoufly^ 
** and godlily in the world; to feek for glory, ho- 
•* nour, and immortality, by patient continuance in 
'^ well doing; in a word, to love God with all the 
** underftanJing^ and with all the heart, and to love- 
•^ our peighbour as ourfelves ;" thefe are the clear 
and equitable terms of falvation^ both, under, the old 
fUifenfation and the new. 

E J The 
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. The apoftlcs indeed infift much on faitS \xt 
Chrift: and with great propriety ; for their exhorta- 
tions were ufually addrelTed to unbelieving jews, or 
to heathen idolaters, whom they were defirous of 
introducing to the privileges and hopes. of thechrif- 
tlan religion. But thofe who already profefled. 
clirifiianiry are enjoined, not to believe, but to adl 
confiftently with their profefiion, and to.be " careful' 
" to maintain gooct works."' 

The apoftles alfo often dwell upon the Jufferings 
of Chrift, and that for feveral reafons. The death of 
Jcfus was the confirmation of his miffion j it was 
the feal of that new covenant which he came to 
promulgate; it was the neceflary preliminary to his 
refurrcftion ;. and the public execution of the 
founder of this new religion being objefted to its 
profeflbrs as an indelible difgrace> the firft teachers- 
of chriftianily were folicitous to (hew, that they 
were not afhamed to avow ihemfelves the difciples 
of a crucified Mafter. " They gloried in the crofs. 
** of Chrift, and determined to know nothing but. 
" Jefus Chrift, even him who was crucified.** 

After havmg thus briefly ftated the plain and 
Ample doftrine of the fcriptiires concerning the 
" terms of acceptance with God," let us now inquire- 
into that of Mr. W. which is indeed of a very dif- 
fcrent complexion. And confidently as that gentle- 
man affcrts it, and dangerous as he. rcprefents it, 
cither to difpute, or to miftake, the principles he- 

affumesj. 
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aflumes ; the faft is, that not a: fingle word, no, not 
^ven a trace or a fhadow of them^ is to be found la- 
the chridian fcriptures% 

That I may not mifreprefent his lentiments irpo» 
a fubje£t which- he regards as of the higheft mo- 
ment, let him fpeak for himfelf.- After having: 
dated it, p. iijy ** as a highly dangerous notion, that 
•^ fome chriftians, with little more than an indiftinft* 
** and nominal reference txsf him who bore our fins 
^in his" own body upon the tree, really reft their 
♦* eternal hopes on a vague general perfuaCon of 
'^-the unqualified mercy of the Supreme Being,, or 
**• ftill more erroneoufly rely in the maiit^ on- their 
**'own negative or pofitive merits*/' a*id having no-" 
treed with difapprobation, p. 119, the errors of an- 
other " clafs, who have a fort of general indeterm.i- 
**■ nftte and ill under ftood' dependence onour bleflec? 
•♦ Saviour; but whofe hopes appear ultimately tcy 
** bottom on the perfuafion that they are now 
•* through Chrift become members of a new dif^en- 
** fation, wherein they will be tried by a more lenient 
•^•rule than tJiat to which they muft hav* been* 
**otherwife fubjeft," he reprefents thefe errors,. 
pk 121, "as naturally refulting from the miftakea- 
**• conception entertained of the fundamental princi- 
**-ples of chriftianity, as a fcheme for juftifying the 
•* ungodly, and for making the fruits of hoUnefs the" 
•♦ effeEis^ not the caufe^ of our being juflified and re- 
** conciled/' Among the pra£lical confequcnces of 

E 4 thefc 
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thefc errors, he mentions (p. 123) "their tendency 
•* to prevent that deep feeling of gratitude for the 
•* merits and ititercefften of Chrift, to which we arc 
** wholly indebted for our reconciliation to God ; 
*' and for the will and the power, from firft to Iaft> 
*Vto work out our own falvation ; their pronenefs to 
" run into merely moral difquifitions, and their ad- 
'* vifing men to amend their ways, as a preparation 
•* for their coming to Chrift, rather than exhort 
** them t^ throw themfclves with deep proftration 
of foul at the foot of the crofs." .Profeffing, P* 127, 
not to enter into the niceties of controverfy," he 
nevcrthelefs contends, " that they who in the main 
*• believe the doclrines of the church of England 
'^ are bound to allow, that our dependence on our 
^' bJefTed Saviour, as alone the meritorious caufe of 
** our acceptance with God, muft be not merely 
*' formal and nominal, but real and fubftantial* 
** Repentance towards God, and faith towards out 
** Lord Jefus Chrift, was the fum of the apoilolical * 
** inftruftions.*' This faith imports, p. 1 28, that 
•* we muft be deeply cpnfcious of our guilt and 
" mifery, and penitently fleeing for refuge to the 
** hope fet before- us; we muft found altogether on 
" the merit of the crucified Redeemer our hopes of 
*'efcape from deferved punifhment, and of deKver- 
" ance from the enflaving power of fin. This muft 
•^ be our firft, our laft, our only plea. We are to 
•* furrender ourfelves up to him, to be waflied in 
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^ his bloody to be fandified. by his fgirit,*' and! the 
like. 

He adds, p. 129, that "what has been required i$ 
** not the perception of a . fubtle diftinftion, but a 
** ftatc and condition of heart j" and proceeds, p* 13Q9 
to addrefs.thofe " who are difpofed to believe^ thafc 
** though, in fome obfcure and vague fenfej the 
" death of Chrift ^ the failsfdBkn for ov^ fins, and 
** for the purchafe of our future happinefs, and the 
** fanSifying influence of the fpirit, are tovbe admits 
*' ted as fundamental articles of our creed ^ yet that 
" thefe are doftrines £b much above us, that they 
•* are not fuited to our capacities, and that, tura- 
** ing our eyes from thefe difficult Tpeculations,^ 
^^ we (hould fix them on the pradlical and moral 
** precepts of the gofpel." To this objedion Mr-W. 
replies, p. 131, that <^ this may not be inconfiftentljp 
** the language of the modern unitarian, but furelf 
•* it is in the higheft degree unreafonable to admit 
•* into our fcheme all the grand pecuUarities of chrifc 
*** tianity, and, having admitted, to negle<5l,. andj 
** think no more of them ;" that "common fenfe 
" fuggefts, from their nature and magnitude, that 
*' they defervc our moft ferious regard ;'* that ^ the- 
** profane irreverence of this conduft is not mor^ 
*' ftriking than its ingratitude j^'* and "that we are- 
« forewarned, p. 133, that God will not hold them 
" guiltlefs who are unmindful of his kindnefs.'*' 
The fedion concludes with an exhoxt^JUon to exer« 
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cifc thofc regards to Ghrift, which corrcfpond witR 
the views which the author has given of the means 
of falvation by him. 

If their I rightly undcrftand Mr. W/s meaning in 
ftating the terms of our acceptance with God, he in- 
cludes two particulars: firft, that the merits of 
Chrift are an atonement and fatisfa£libn to divine 
juftice fot^the fins of men, and are alone the merito- 
rious raufe of our acceptance with God; and fe* 
c8ndly> that it is neceffary to falvation that mea' 
fcould be apprifed" bf this doftrine, and that, rejeft- 
ing aH reliance on their own negative or pofitive 
meritSi they (hould found altogether on the merit of. 
the crucified Redeemer, their hoges of efcape fronv 
-deferved^ punifliment. . 

Now, if thefe be really the terms of falvation, it- 
is naturah to expe£l' that they would be as diftindly^ 
ilated, and as cle?rly defined, in the chriftian fcrip- 
tures, as ita Mr. W/s « Praaical View."^ Surely, 
every page would be filled with exhortations, ** to 
•* call ourfetVes at the foot of the crofs," to " r^ly^ 
** upon the merits of Chrift," and " to place our. 
" confidence in the atonement and fatisfaftion of. 
***the crucified Redeemer/'* What then muft be 
the aftonifliment of a ferious iirquirer, who, having 
formed* his ideas of the chriftian religion ffom 
Mr. W.*s treatife, when- he came to- the perufalof 
the genuine writings of the apoftl'es and evangelifts, 
Ciould difcover that **thc mcrita of Chrift"i5^ a 

^jhrafc: 
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pRrafe which n<> where occurs in th^m*; that the- 
death of Jefus is never reprefented either as aoj. 
" atonement for fin," or a " fatisfadion to- thei 
•* Deity," whatever may be meant by thofe obfcurc:, 
and unfcriptural expreffions ; and that we are never> 
exhorted to afk any thing of God " for the fake 06 
•* Chrift," nor is any bleffing ever faid to be granted^ 
to us upon that confiderationf! that to "caft our-^ 
'* felveswith deep proftration of foul at the foot .o£ 
•* the crofs," which Mr. W. fets forth as an eflentiaBr. 
4uty, isnot once recommendedMnthe whole Nevr- 
Teftament \. and that no proof can be produced^ 
that faith in Chrift means any thing more than '^jlqu 
*' habitual and praflical recognition of his autbo** 
**^rityi" much lefs, that it includes* "an. entire rfr- 
**.liance on his merit." Upon all thefe fubjefts it- 
is fufficientto fay, that the. Icrip tore is totall'^ i^xit\^ 

* The ** righteournefs of Chrrft'* is anexpreffibn ttfed ia' 
the epiftle to the Romans: it fhould be rendered <* juftifica— 
**-iioD," and fjgnifies the introducing unbeJicving je-ws, or 
idolatrous heathens, into the privileges of the gofpcl* See? 
Locke's Commentary, and. Taylor's Key. The imputation of 
the rightcoufncfs of one perfon to fupply the defeats of another^ 
13 one of thofe extravagant ideas which never occurred to the 
writers of the New Teftament.- 

f Eph. iv. 32, may perhaps be regarded as an exception;: 
bot that is an acknowledged mif-tranflation. The true render- 
i»g is, even as God, in or by Chrift, hath freely forgiven you;." 
that is, has declared by Chrift that you are freely foi^iven. 

E6~ "Mr.W>. 
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Mr« W. htmfclf will^not pretend that the language 
he ufes is that of the New Teftament. What then 
it the juft and inevitable conclafion ? Surely, that 
thefe indifpenGble terms of acceptance^ thefe *^ grand 
^ fecuHaritiis** of the gofpel, are mere human inven* 
tions, and not the dodrines of Chrift. 

It may perhaps be faid, that although the fcrip* 
tares ufe not thefe very words, the fame meaning 
miay be conveyed in different language : but furely 
it is fomewhat extraordinary, that an unfcriptural 
phrafeology mud be invented to exprefs the moft 
efiential fcripture dodriites, the " grand peculiari« 
••tics'*. of chriftianity. This at lead fixes a mark 
of fuffsiicion upon fuch aflumed principles: but the 
truth is, that the ideas correfponding to thefe 
novel phrafes are no more to be found in the facrcd 
writings than the phrafes themfelves, nor had they 
any exirtcnce till fome centuries after the apoftolic 
age*. 

If we afk for proof, Mr. W. though he delivers 
his fentiments with the confidence of an oracle, and 
denounces the vengeance of heaven" on all who do 
not yield implicit credit to them, declines ** entering 
<* into the niceties of controverfy.** Here and there 
indeed he thrufts in a text, which feldom, pvcn in 
appearance, and never in its true and proper fenfe, 
yields the lead fuppojft to his notion of <* an undi* 

• Sec Dr. Pricftky*s Hiftory of the Correptions of Chriftianity. 

« vidcd 
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^ vided faith in the Lord Jcfus,'* or " ao entire rc- 
^' liance upon his merits and fatisfaftion." 

In a note, however, p. 134^ he directs the reader's 
attention to what he calls ^^a few leading argit* 
^ ments,** He appeals to the expreflion, " wc 
** preach Chrift crucified," and the like, the mean«^ 
iog of which has been already explained : be argues 
from the inftitution of the Lord's fupper, which is 
only a folemn comm^mpration of an interefting 
event ; particularly as, in a figurative fenfe, the feal 
of that^new covenant, into which God is pleafed t» 
enter with all who believe in the divine mifEon of Je- 
fus ; but without any mention of, or allu (ion to, atone* 
ment, fatisfadion, or merit. He adds, ** that the fa?- 
** crament of baptifm Ihadows out our fouls being 
** waflied and purified by the blood of Chrift;" a mere 
gratuitous aflertion*, unfupported by any proof. 
Alfo, that in the Epiftle to the Romans, the apoftle 
fpeaks ^* with the mod emphatical expreflions, of 
** deep and bitter regret, of fome who went about 
*' to eftablifli their own righteoufnefs, and had not 
** fubmitted themfelves to the righteoufnefs of God;?' 
which he arbitrarily applies to thofe ** who fatisfjf 
" themfelves with vague general thoughts of our 
" Saviour's mediation, and the fource of whole ha* 
** bitual complacency is, their being tolerably welt 

* St. Peter, 1 Pet. iii. z i , teai^hes, that baptifm U emblematical, 
not '* c;f being w^ilted in the blood of Chrift,*' but of a good 
cox^cience towards God. 

6 << &\S&«^ 
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•* fetisfied with their own characters and conduit^ 
a notion the moft diilant from the apoftle's mind^ 
and utterly inconfiftent with his reafoning in the 
context He ia there fpeaking of the Jews, wha 
adhered to the rites and ceremonies of pharifaic tra- 
dition j in preference to the liberal difpenfation of 
the gofpdj and* thereby excluded themfelves from. 
its privileges and hopes*.** 

Laftly, he appeals to the. Epiftle to the Galatians^. 
and ftrangely fuppofes, ^^ that the' great defeft of 
" the judaizing chriftians, which fruftrated the:. 
*< grace of God, and debarred them from a;ll tha. 
*' benefits of the death of Jefus, was not immorality^, 
•*i)Ut their being difpofed to truft in p^irt, for their. 
•* acceptance with God, to the mofaic inftitutions,^ 
" infiead of repo/ing wholly on the merits of ChriJiJ*' 
Thisis making fcpipture with a witnefs. Let Mr. W»- 
produce, if he can, a (ingle feiuence from the writ- 
ings of Paul, in \vhich that venerable fervant and» 
meflenger of Jefus requires a reliance, either wholly 
or in partj upon the merits' of Chrid : much lefs' 
will he be able to difcover any paiTage in which the^ 
apoftle reprefents this reliance upon another's ir.e- 
lits as fo eflcntial to falvation, that, without it, no 
moral excellence in their own characSlcr will be 
available. The apoftle's defign, from the beginning- 
to the end of this epiftle, is to Ihev/j tliat ix\cn wlio 
aeJfted their hopes of falvation upon tlie pra£lice of 

f See Locke and Tayicr en the palihgc. 

'\ V burden^ 
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lurdenfome pharifaic rites, and who impofed t&eni> 
upon others, excluded themfelves from the liberal 
provifions of the gofpel; which requires nothing but 
fuch a faiih in Chrift and his doftrine/ as wilMnflU^ 
ence men to the prafticeofuniverfal virtue. 

Mr. W. p. 124, cenfures fome whom he ctHls 
" nominal chrijlians^* iox *' advifing (inners to amend:^ 
" their ways as a preparative for their coming to* 
** Chrift, rather than; exhort them to throw them- 
" felves with deep proft ration at the foot of the 
•* crofs."' .He does not feem to have lecolleftedj 
that the advice of the apoftle Pfeter, Afts Hi. 13. to^ 
men in- (imilar circumftances, and even^ to the ac* 
tual murderers of Jcfus, was, " Repent j and be con* 
" verted, that your fms may be blotted out.'* But 
perhaps St. Peter was " a nominal chriftian,'* and* 
•* ignorant of the gofpel ;** and, truly, it 18- merer 
than probable that he v/as totally ignorant of thef 
gofpel of Mr. W. At any rate, it is fafer and* 
better, iti a cafe of fuch moment, to follow the ad- 
vice and example of an apofile, than to adopt the 
unfcriptural jargon of motkrnfyflems, which, what* 
ever' appearance of humility and fhn<5\ity it may 
affume, when it is thoroughly examined, will be. 
found ta convey as little meaning as " the founding 
^btafi> or the- tinkling cymbal,'/ 



I: am,. Madam, &Ci 



tLTXSSl;!.! 



tk A Rtidiw of Mr. Wilbcffirtis Treatifi^ 



LETTE R XL. 

Striiinefs of praSical ChriJUatiify. Ratuma! Religion 
not unfavowrahU to Virtui* Obfervaiions on Cbrifi 
tian Idolatry 

Madam, 

I so much tpprove of the general finin of what 
Mr. Wilbcrforcc advances upon ** the ftriftnefs of 
'• true pra&ical chrHlranity," in the firft ie£tion of 
his fourth chapter^ that I am ferry to meet with anf 
thing from which I am oUtged to diOent, and ilill 
more that any remarks (hould have efcaped from his* 
pen which are open to juil animadverfioiK 

I entirely agree with Mr. W. p. 147, " That it 
** is the grand efiential pra£tical chara^Veriftic o£ 
^ true chriftians, that they have renounced and ab- 
^ jured all other mafters, and have cordially arid 
** unrefervedly devoted thcmfelves to God -^^ — that 
this, p» 148, " mud he the mailer principle to which 
. ** every other mufl be fubordinate j" — that ** they 
^ deliberately purpofe, that, fo far as they may be 
*' able, the grand governing maxim of their future 
** lives (hall be, to do all to the glory of Godj'*— 
that, p. 150, " the example of Chrift is their paU 
•* tern, and the word of God their rule i" — that 
•* their determination to obey the will and to culti- 
5' vate the favour of God^ hath its foundations in a 

** deep 
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leep and humiliating fenfe of his exalted majeft^r 
md infinite power;" — ^but, p. 1 5I5 that ** thefe aw- 
*ul impreffions are relieved and ennobled by an ad- 
Hiring fenfe of the Infinite perfeftions and infinite 
imiablenefs of the divine charafter, animated by 
I confiding though humble hope of his fatherly 
cindnefs and proteftion, and quickened by the 
jrateful recolleftion of immenfe and continually 
ncreafing obligations. This is the chriftian love 
>f God; a love compounded of admiration, of 
preference, of hope, of truft, of joy, chaftifed b^ 
everential awe, and wakeful with continual gtin^ 
titude.'' 

I confefs that, when I read this juft and antmat- 
; account of the afFcdlion due from all his crea- 
:es to the Supreme Being, I can hardly believe it 
s written by the fame author, who a few pages 
Fore has reprefentcd the fame Being as having 
)ught his creatures into exiftencc *^ radically 
:ainted with fin," and as having left the great 
ijority of them to perifti, in hopelefs and -eternal' 
fery. To fucK a God as this, fome perfons may, 
aught I know, experience " a love compounded 
)f admiration, preference, hope, truft, and joy**— 
: only fenfation that I could feel refpe£ling him, 
"uch were my idea of the divine chara£ter, would ' 
that of terror and abhorrence. 
But I have no doubt that God is really worthy, 
the higheft degree, of thofc afFcftions wliich are 

here 
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here fo eloquently defcribcd; for he is infinitely wifc 
And good-, and is incapable ..of a£ling unjuftly by ^ny 
of his creatures* ^^ His tender mercy is over all hiar 
"works,'* 

Our author prudently, or rather inadvertently, 
declines to combine the different partjs of his fyftemr 
and while he overlooks the injjuftice of leaving the 
great mafs of mankind.to fnffer eternai torments, be 
xnGfts wholly upon the ^oodnefs of God to the* 
chofen few^ who are regenerated by the influences- 
of his fpirk, and who certainly have no reafon to* 
complain.. But the chara£):er of a fieing fo eapri-M 
clous and malignant, whatever partial kindnefs he-, 
may occafionally manifeft, can never be the objcffc 
of rational veneration and confidence. 

Mr. W. does not fee this confequence, which to- 
many, others appears fo obvious and palpable. Nay,, 
he even thinks, that the fyftem which he has ftateA 
lays A proper foundation for that love to God which, 
the gofpel requites as the moil pow:erful principle ot 
virtue. And he very unjuflly, and I muft fay un- 
candidly, charges ehriflians whofe principles do not 
reach his own ftandard. of orthodoxy, with a defign 
to lower the ftandard yf chpiftian morality. " They,*' 
fa.ys he, p. 139, **who hold the fundamental doc- 
•» trines of fcripture" (that is, his own unfcriptural 
©pinions) " in their due force,, hold alfo in its due 
^ degree of purity the pradical fyftem which fcrip- 
•* ture inculcates. But they who explain away the 

« fbrmer'*^ 
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** former", (riiat is, who do not think with the au^ 
thor) ^* foften down the latter alfo, and reduce it to* 
•* thcf level of their own defefllve fcheme. It is^ 
** not from any confidence in the fuperior amount 
** of their own performances, or in the greater 
** vigour of their own exertions, that they reconcile 
** themfelves ta their low view^c of the fatisfaflion* 
** of Chrift, and of the influence of the fpirit ; but 
** it fliould rather feem their plan fa to deprefs the 
** required ftandarA of praftice that no man need 
" fall fliort of it, that no fuperior aid can be wanted 
**- for enabling us to attain to it. It happens, how- 
** ever, with refpedl: to their fimple method of mo- 
^ rality^ as in the cafe of the fhort ways to know- 
«« ledge, of which Come vain pretenders have vaunt- 
" cd,. that thefe have failed of .conducing them to- 
*' the right objefk^ and. have iflTued only, in ignoninCQ 
" at)d conceit^*' . 

I am forry to obferve, that this is a very illiberal 
paragrafph, which I hope that Mr. W. will, upon re* 
confider^tlon, retraft. Let him. recolkdt that we^ 
who reje£t his pretended fundan^ntals as unfcriptu* 
ral and untrue, have an. equal right to* charge him. 
with a defign to fubvert the foundations .of virtuci, 
and ** to deprefs the required Jlandard cf praciiceP 
But I tru£k we are too well acquainted with the 
fpirit of chriftianity to retort the charge upon outr 
uflcandid aflailant. We can give him credit for 
wiitiDg &om the beft motivesj. and with an earneOst 

defir^ 
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tledre to promote practical religion, while we think 
liim greatly miftaken in the means he adopts for this 
purpofe. Mr. W. may be afliired that we^ who re- 
probate the doclrines of original depravity, of the 
pre-exiRence, the deity, and the fatisfaclion, as it is 
called, of Chrid, and of the fupernatural influences 
of the fpirit, as grofs corruptions of the chriftian 
religion, fet the itandard of chriilian morality as 
high as he himfelf can do. We contend with equal 
earneftnefs for the practice of univerfal virtue, and 
for perfection of character : and what more can be 
required ? It i$ true, that when the virtues a,re con* 
fidered in detai), Mr. W.may infift iipon certain re- 
gards as due to Cbrift, which we may think unfcrip- 
tural and idolatrous, and may lay, what we elleem^ 
am undue.ftrefs upon ritual inftitutions ; but he has 
no more right to condemn our morality for this di- 
yerfity of opinion and practice, than a papift has to 
cenfure him, for not worlhipping the virgin Mary, 
Aor obferving the feftivals of the faints. And we 
feel ourfelves as little hurt by his unjuft animadvert 
Sons, as he himfelf would be by thofe of the honeil, 
but ignorant, catholic. Love is, with us, the ful- 
filling of the law ; and the habitual praGice of vir- 
tue, from a principle of love to God and benevo* 
Icncc to man, is, in our judgement, the fum and 
fubltance of chriftian morality. 

The doftrine of Unitarian chriftians lays the 

bcft foundatiou for love to God^ becaufe it repre^ 

fenti^ 
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fcnts the charafter of the Deit^ as perfeftly wife, 
benevolent, and impartial, ever purfuing the beft 
ends, the virtue and happinefs of all his intelligent 
offspring, by the beft and moft efficacious means. 
Hence he appears to be the proper objeft of com- 
placency, gratitude, confidence, refignation, and joy; 
and a fteady faith in the exiftence and government 
of fuch a Being is a perpetual fource of fatisfa£tion 
and delight to every well difpofed mind. But the 
God of Mr. W.*s fyftem is a gloomy and capricious 
tyrant, whofe chief employment, and therefore de- 
light^ is to render his creatures miferable. How is 
it then poflible to venerate and love him ? 
. The love of Chrift, upon this fyftem, muft very 
much interfere with the love of God. ^To fay the 
leaft^ the idea of this ftupendous perfon, this fecond 
God, divides and diftradis the attention, and ogcu«. 
pies that fpace in the mind which is the ^le property 
of God himfelf, the only invifiblc Being of whofe 
continual prefence with us we have any fatisfadlory 
evidence, who is therefore the only proper obje£l of 
our religious regards, and whofe idea is at all times 
fufficient to occupy and fill the mind. The notion 
of two infinite Beings is utterly beyond the com- 
prehenfion of the human intelle£): \ atid indeed, as 
Locke and Wollafton* have juftly obferved, thefc 
two ideas muft neceflarily coincide, and coalefce into 
one. But the Fathjer an4 the Son are commonly 

• Religion of Nature^ p. 70. Lockers Fam. Letters, p. 41 2. 
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reprefented as QiiHn£t Beings, of different and < 
oppofire charaftcrsj the Father ftern, fevcre, 
•inflexible ; the Son all gentlenefs and compaf 
fubmitting to bear bis Father's wratli, and to 
peafe his anger, by fubftiruting himfelf in the i 
of the (inner*. It is impcQible to regard thefe 
charaders with equal afle£Vion, and the love of 
imaginary Chrilt robs the living and true Go 
his honour and homage. 

Mr". W. obferves, p. 156, that God "will no' 
*' cept of a divided affc£lion ;" and again, p. 
" idolatry is the crime againft which- God*s hij 
** refentment is expreffcd, and his fcvereft pui 
** ment denounced." Alfo, that " it is not in b 
** ing the knee to idols that idolatry confifts 
*' much as in the internal homage of the heart 
*' in the feeling towards them of any of that 
<* prcme Ijire, or reverence, or gratitude, wl 

♦ This obren'ation is exemplified iii th^ following ft; 
from one of Dr. Watts* s hymns : 

I 

"" Once 'twas a feat of .dreadful wrath, 

■ • ■ 

" And fliot devouring flame ; 
<* Our God appear Q confuming fire, 
*< And Vengeance was his name. 

** Rich were ihe dcops of Jefus* blood 

" That calm'd his frowning face, 
■^ That'f|Trinkle3Ver^!ie buVntng^ throiie) 
. . «*. And turned the, wrath to grace, . 
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God Tefervcs to himfelf as hie own excluGve pre^ 

rogative. On the fame principle, whatever elfc 

draws ofiF the heart from him engrofles our prime 

regard, and holds the chief place in our efteem 

and afFeftion, that, in the eftimation of reafon, is 

no lefs an idol to us than an image of wood or 

(lone would be, before which we (hould fall down 

and wor&ip." What then, upon thefe princi- 

les, muft we fay of that affeftion and regard whick 

Ir. W. and thofe who think with him, pay \» the 

naginary perfon to whom they afcribe the attri- 

utes of divinity^ and who is to foch a degree the 

val of the true and living God in their afFe£l:ions ? 

• • • 

Ir. W. has himfelf pronounced it to be idolatry 5 
nd according to his reprefentation of the cafe, hit 
wn ftate, and that of many others, would be dan- 
erous in the extreme. But^ in this inftancCf he 
appily miftakes the meaning of the fcripture de^ 
unciations. The idolatry there reprobated, and 
gainft which the fevereft judgements are threats 

" The peaceful gates of heav*nly bUf« 
" Are open'd by the Son, &c«*' 

How naturally and juftly does the conclufion follows * 

" To tbcc ten tboufand thanks we bring, 

^* Great Advocate on high, 
** And ^lory to th' eternal King 

** Who lays his fury by," 

Thus it is that a phantom of the imagination ufui|>s th* 
Uiours of the liying God« 
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cnedj is the heathen idohtrvy which aathorifed and 
often required the mod atrocious crimes^ chriftian 
idolatry ^^ or the worihip of the Son and Spirit to- 
gether with the Father^ had not then an eidftencc r 
and though it is much to be cenfured and lamented^ 
and carefully to be avoided ; yet» as it is not pro- 
duftive of fimilar immoralities, it is not liable to the . 
fame condemnation. And I doubt not that the 
error, grofs and pernicious as it is, will in manf 
inftances be fet down to the account of human 
frailty, and mercifully overlooked by that gracious . 
Being, who is acquainted with the powerfol influ- 
ence of early prejudices, and of fixed habits of 
chinking, over tlie mod upright and ing^uoos 
minds. While, therefore, I feel it to be an indif- 
penfible duty to bear my public teftimony agsunft 
the worfliip of Jefus Chrift as difhonourable to 
God, injurious to rational religion, and as in a ftrid 
fcnfe idolatrous f I entertain a high refpeft for the 
piety and integrity of many of my fellow- chriftians, 
who, in confequence of early and ftrongly riveted 
prepoflefTions, confcientioufly pradlife it j and who 
no doubt think me guilty of little lefs than blaf- 
phemy, or athcifm, in oppofing it. 

I am, Madam, &c. 

♦ Sec Mr. niiulfcy's admirable Convcrfations on Chriftian 
Idolatry, printed 1792 ; particularly the latter part of the third 
day's Converfationi p. %<:r, 87. 
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PraSice of nominal chrtfiians^ Theory of religioU^ 
affe^ions. The chriftian fabbath. 

Madami 

AdR. Wilberforce haying in the laft fedion <^ en« 
** deavoured to afcertain the efiential chara£ter of 
** true pra£Ucal chrlftianity/* proceeds, feft. 2, ** to 
*^ inveftigate in detail the praflicai fyftem of the 
*• bulk pf profeiTed chriftians among ourfelves." 
And here he feems to have drawn a faithful poixrait 
of many perfons, who, profeffing to be chriftiansy 
complying with the external forms of religion, and 
abftaining from grofs vices, flatter themfelves that 
they have fulfilled the requifitions of the chriflian 
laW) while their hearts are devoted to ^' the love of 
'^ eafe, of diflipation, of pleafure, of pomp and pa<* 
*^ rade, of wealth and ambition, of the pleafures of 
<^ tafte and imagination, of fcience and literature^ 
** of reputation," and the like. And where any 
of thefe are made the primary objef): of purfuit, in 
preference to the love of God and the pra&ice of 
duty> it muil be . allowed that the chara£ler falls 
fhort of the ftandaird ofthegofpeU It is alfo much 
to be feared, that a great part of the chriftian world 
cpme under this defcription, and that many are in 
circumftances of extreme danger who flatter them* 

F isX^t:^ 
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fclves that they arc perfeftly fecure. Indeed, con- 
fidcring the inflf^cnce of fttf-lovc, and the danger- 
ous confequences of felf-deception, it is the part of 
true wifdom to be always vigilant, and to admit no 
principle of a^lion which wiU'not bear the fevered 
examination. Chriftiantty fuffers not its profeflbrs 
to reft fatisfied in any thing fhort of perfeftion of 
character, and Ke is ccrtMniy not a reed cbriftiaB 
who docs not afpire after it. ^ ' 

It is however wife to giiard againft fuperftitioas 
fears. We tliink moft rationally of God when we 
view him under the relation of a Fatheri whofc fole 
defign is the welfare of his offspring, and who im- 
pofes no hard and unreafonable fervice. We can- 
not injure his charadier more rfian by conceiving of 
him as an audere and rigorous mailer, continually 
laying fnares to entangle his fervants, and ever on 
the watch to puniih with undue feverity the lead 
deviation from duty. We are fure that we pleafe 
him bed, when our condu£b is mod conducive to 
our own and others' happinefs. And if this be our 
habitual charafter, we need be under no apprehea- 
fion with refpeft to our final acceptance. 

In a true chriftian, the love of God, and devoted- 
nefs to him, is the governing principle of aAion. 
But we cannot always be exprefsly thinking upon 
God ; and a virtuou9> man is performing his duty 
to the Supreme Being, as really, and as acceptably, 
when he is purfuing the proper bufinefs of life, or 

even 
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€ve« when enjoying its innocent and decent amufc- 
ments, as when he U ofFering direft addrcflcs ta 
him in the clofet, or in the temple *. 

The obfervation, p. 191, that ** heavenly things 
** arc ftated in fcripture as recommending them- 
•* felves to the feelings of the true chriftian, by 
** being fuited to the renewed difpoGtions of his 
^' heart," is the langbage of the theory which repre- 
fents religion as the " fuperfiatural implantation of a 
'•^ new principle," p. 162. The truth is, that reli- 
gioa confifts, as the author himfelf elfewhere ob- 
fervcs, p. 184, in " habits of mind " And there is 
no reafon to think that religious habits are formed 
difierently from other habits, which are known to 
be the refult of frequent z&s. A habit of devotion 
is neither inftindive nor fupernaturally infufed ; it 
is generated by frequent exercifcs of religious wor- 
ihip and contemplation ; ;snd a habit of doing good^ 
bjT a&s of beneficence. 

Many writers upon morals, and amongft them 
oitr kuthor, exprefs themfelves inaccurately con« 
cerning' the love of virtue ; as though virtue could 
have no exiftence where it is not pra6Uied for its 
own fake. This is tantamount to affirming, that 
virtue cannot exift but in its moft perfe£t (late. 
Virtue muft always be approved by the underftand-^ 
ingj but the praftice of it is < not always originally 

• For God is paid when man receives : ' 
To enjoy is to obey. '"^Pope. 
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pleadng. A vicious man begins to forfake his cri« 
minal courfcs from a convidion of their folly and 
danger. He enters upon the path of virtue from a 
(enfe of duty or of interefty not without fome de- 
gree of relu£lance. By degrees difficulties fubfide, 
and uneaGnefles vaniih. That which was originally 
indifferent, or difagreeable, becomes tolerable and 
pleafant ; he begins to love virtue for its own fakci 
and purfues the path of redHtude, not fo much on 
account of the end to which it leads, as for the plea- 
fure he finds in it. The beginnings of virtue are 
often painfull efpecially when habits of vice have 
been previoufly contracted. And it is neither juft 
nor wife to maintain, that there can be no virtue 
without a diGnterefted love of it. It tends to dif- 
courage attempts at reformation in thofe who are 
defirous of forfaking their vices, and of becoming 
truly virtuous and religious. This may be a conG- 
deration of little weight in the eftimation of perfont 
who expecl no change of character without an ** ^* 
** ginaV^ fupernatural impulfe* But they who lode 
only to the operation of natural and moral caufes, 
for natural and moral efiefts, will rather choofe to 
reprefent abftinence from vice, from a fenfe of duty 
and intereft, as a confiderable advance towards a 
virtuous character ; and the love of virtue, though 
not at firft perceptible, as gradually growing from 
the habitual pradiice of it. 

*' Let no man judge you," fays the apoftle, 

S Col. ii. 
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Col. ii. J 6, ** in refpcd to the fabbath day,'* that is> 
Regard no man's cenfure for not obferving the 
fabbath. "One man/' fays the fame authorifcd 
teacher, Rom. xiv. 5, ** efteemeth one day above 
** another; another efteemeth every day alike. Let 
" every man be fully perfuaded in his own mind,'* 
or, as Dr. Doddridge renders it, " let every ma4 
•* freely enjoy his own fentiment.** Such is the 
apoRolic canon : and the ground of it is, thi^t chrif- 
tians who difiered in thefe points were equally in- 
fluenced by the fame principle, namely, regard to thoj 
authority of Chrift; and therefore were equally ac- 
ceptable to God. " He that regardeth the day re* 
•* gardeth it to the Lord, and he that difregardeth 
^ the day difregardeth it to the Lord." 

This is the decifion of St. Paul : how^ different 
from that of Mr. W. wlio, p. 193, ia contradiflion 
to the apoftle's rule, direds men to judge of their 
fincerity and proficiency in religion, by the pleafure 
they take in the fabbatical obfervance of the firft daf 
of the week, and who pronounces, p. 199, a fevere 
fentence upon thofe who do not think it neceflarf 
to obferve the Sunday with that ftridlnefs and f^c^ 
rity which neither Jefus nor his apoftles, but a mif- 
taken fpirtt of devotion, has impofedi and with 
which, it tells us, ''we ought to be delighted^^': 
«* All thefe artifices,'* fays Mr. W. p. 498, (referring 
particularly to family parties, where neither muQc 

F3 xtq% 



nor car J* are ictroduccd) ** whatcTcr they may be, 
^ to unhaflow the Sunday, and to change its charac^ 
** ter, it ir.ight be almoil faid to relax its horrors, 
** prove bu: too plainly that the worfhip of God is 
*' wirh us a conllraised and not a willing fervice^ 
** which we are glad therefore to abridge, though 
^' we dare not omit it." He adds, concerning the 
£ime defcription of perfons, that is, thofe who do 
not approre and take pleafure in that rigid obCerva- 
txon of the day which he is pleafed to prefcribe} 
^^ that fuch perfons voluntarily acquiefce in a ftato^ 
*' of mind which is dire£lly contrary to the pofitire; 
^* commands of God, which forms a perfe£l contraft 
'* to the reprefentations given us in fcrlpture of the 
*^ chriftian character, and accords but too faithfully, 
*' in one leading feature, with the character of thofe 
•* who arc dated to be the objeftis of divine diC- 
^ pleafure in tliis life, and of xiivine punifhmecit m 
*« the next " 

\ Such'i^ the uncharitable cenfure of Mr. W; in a 
cafe which St; 'Paul having explicitly ftated, has 
dearly decided that ecery one flTould freely enjoy his 
own opinion. And. fuch is the narrow fpirit univcr- 
iWUiy generated, where will-worlhip and ritual ob-' 
fcf iramccs arid fet upon a level with pra£kical religion,, 
or fubftituted in its place. Warned by the apoftle, 
I prefume lailit to condemn any. man forliis fabbatical 
dbfervafi6n of the ilrft day of the week. But zealous 

for 
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for the. liberty with which Chrift hath. made. tis free, 
and regarding (as the apodle recommends'^) no 
man's ceafures for not obferving the fabbath day, I 
have no hefitation in afl'erting, that under the chriCr. 
tian difpenfation " every day 19 alike." Of public 
worChip I am a fmcere advocate;.- asd it having been 
tlie. uniform praAice of the cfariftian chwch to af« 
iemble for this pUfpefe on the iirft day of the ^.eek, 
I highly approve of the continuance of this laudable, 
airdrufeful cuftom. But that under the chriftian 
difpenfation one day |s more holy than another f^ ox 
that any employment,, or any. aniufement, which is 
lawful on other days, is itnlawfal on \^^ Sup^^^y 
can never be proved cither from the chriftian fcrip- 
tures or from ecclefiaftical antiquity. Nor^is it.ne* 
ceffary. Th& chr^dian l^w exprefsly requires, not^ 
thaX ;a £^ve^!th .parf only, but th^t th^j ytrhqle -pi our 
^\^CY;SUid every ^£lion of life, .ft^pvild be devote^ %^^ 
the fervice of God,^nd that, *' whether we eat or. 
^^^drink,' or whatever we do, we (hould. do all to hia 
" glory.*' Sathat to a true chriilian every day is a. 
Ifibbaxh, .and .every employment is an a£t of de-, 
votion* 

. Mr.W. may perhaps not unprofitably pafsithe 
firfl day of the week in the manner which he ha3. 

■ ■ * . ^ 

■ * See p. 1^0, i<3i. • • 

*^)86^iaipbtt thief lUvje^ the controverfy bitwten Slr;»Etan-^ 
{ffa w^ Ibl i^ricftJey;. -where this -fubj^di is Aii^y.^fcuiei^ Mi 

bWJght ft) a p;/3p6r JITUC. r , ., ^. .,, •. . f . ;; 
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prefcribed ; but every body cannot do it. The 
mind grows weary by conftant attention to intellec* 
rual objefls, and requires relaxation on the Sunday 
AS well as on other days. And to the generality of 
chriftians) iincere as well as nominal, who cannot 
keep up their attention to religion through the 
who?e day, and are fuperftitiou8y fearful of divert- 
ing their thoughts to any other fubjeS:, '* the Sun- 
** day is, to fay the beft of It,, p, f 96, a heavy day, 
^* and that larger part of it which is not daimed by 
^ the puMie offices of the chureh,' dtdly draws osi 
** in coHifortlefis vacuity," as many have experienced 
whttfe'inontl charaAer is in no refpeA inferior to 
theirs, whofe mmds are capable of a greater intenw 
iity of applicatiorif and their paflxons of being kept 
longer in a date of religious efiervefcence. 

"That the laws of any country fiiould enjoin a 
fabbatifm which God has not required, appears to 
me utireafonable and unjuft. How far it may be 
prudent or decent to * violate fuch laws** when 
made, is a different queftion; but Mr. W. has no 
right to reprcfcnt a negle£l of fuch arbitrary humair 
inditutions as " an infult upon religion.** p. r96. 

This fabbattcal fpirit and thefe ritual pra£i:ices 
are very improperly and unwarrantably reprefented, 
p. 99, as '^efTential conflituents of a devotional 
<^ frame.' This is another inftance of that narro«r 
and ceoforious fpirit which is generated by too great 
ail attachment to the forms of religion. A mait 
/ ' * who 
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who goes to church four times a day, commonly 
thinks himfelf a better chriftian than he who is con- 
tented with three fervices only ; who in his turn 
triumphs in his fpirilual fuperiority over the man 
that fatisfies himfelf with two ^ while the latter, 
if not .more than ufually charitable^ regards his 
chriftian brother who goes but once^ as little better 
than a heathen. 

It is obvious, that taying an undue flreCs upon the 
obfervation of the fabbath, naturally tends- to intro- 
duce the fpirit which in the beginning of the fediion 
I. have now reviewed is fo juftly condemned. Manj 
who are fo very religious on a Sunday, are too apt 
to lay afide religion for the reft of the week. They 
often put it off with their Sunday clothes. . Tbej 
" have paid their tithes, p. 163,, fay rather their 
*' compofition, the demandis of the church are fatit 
** fied, and they may furely be permitted to enjoy 
•* what (he has left), without moleftation or intcrj 
** iercnce*^ ^ 

I am, Madan},. &c.- • 






T 5 IX'X'^^^'K 



Hdf A Review tf Mr. Wilbetforee*t Treatifi. 



LETTER XIII. 

Concerning tie dejire of applaufe^ and whether amialU 
tempers and ufeful lives conjiiiuie the whole of relu 
gioa. 

Madam» 

I MUCH approve of what Mr. Wilberforcc has 
advanced^ feft. 3, " upon the defiie of human efti- 
" mation and applaufe;*' a fubjecl which he ha§ 
Created with judgment and eloquence, and/which he 
has well difcuiTed both as a phil;>fopher and as a 
chriftian. Nothing is more grateful to an ingenuous 
iniYid than the approbation of the wife and good,, 
when it comes unfouglit for, in the upright and aif- 
interefted difcharge of dury. But applaufe ought 
never to be made explicitly, much lefs primarily, 
the objcft of purfuit. The defirc of applaufe not 
only vitiates the motive, but ufually defeats it^ own 
end : for praife is invariably withheld whenever the 
love of praife appears to be the predominant princU 
pie ; and the only juft, and indeed the moft effec- 
tual, way to attain a good reputation is to deferve 

it. 

' In religion efpecially, the opinion of the world is 
the Uft conGderation which ought to influence the 
mind. No man is worthy of the name of chriftian, 
much kfs can he attain to any honourable diftinc- 

tioo 
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tion in hi^ JJTofeffibtif if he is not priepafetl ^iarlefsly 
%o feek after and avow chriftkiftruthj and to live iii 
the habitual difcharge of chrfftVati yuty/eqtrally un- 
moved by. the profane fcJorn of fomci jrhil the bitter 
and unFouiitied ceriflircs of others.' ** N^dver'to'bc 
••• afliamed of Chrift ahd of 'hii w6tds/' is a principle 
^hichihuftbe' deeply engraved on the 1hfe5(tts*6^*all ' 
"who are ambitions of the characftet of 'his g'iirttiae 
and approved drfciples; . . " »* -I ^^ '! 

■ Mr. Wl in his next feflfdn, '^v 246, pfofffl?*- to 
•* flate-and confnteHhe gcnentlly^pirevailing crrtrof 
•* fubftiruting amiable tempers' and * nfeftil lives m 
•* the place of rdigioftV* and he introduces thany ' 
good remarks, blended however with fomfe iifitttu- 
racies arifing from his inattentiori to the biigiti ^nd 
progrefs of the laffeflions. --;.!. 

He begins with obferving, that " the etror " In 
«' queftion is that of exaggerating the merii of cer- 
'* tain amiable and iif^fui quaiities, and df confider- 
" ing them as of th^riifelves fufficient to compenfatc 
"for the want of the fuprcme love and fear of 
**'God.*' He ftates with ^grcal propriety and im- 
f^artiality " the cbmi^n 'language upon this head,*' 
pi. 247. He rcmark?8i p. 24IB, ** that a fatal diftinC- 
" tion fe thiis admitted between morality and relr- 
" gion," which'he juftly calls **^a great and defpe*- 
«• i^t'cerrbr* He argues, p. 249, •* that tb6 moral 
••• worth of theife benevolent tempers and ufeful livps 
^ is apt to 'be greatly over-rated.^* He obferviaj. 
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tlut *' there are many falfe pretenders xq jhefe a^l^- 
^ able qualities^" and nxiinrainss p. 250, that " whea 
^ the benevolent qualities are genume, they often 
" defenre the name rather of amiable inflinc^s than 
" moral virtues;" and again,, p. 25 1> that^' when 
*' they are not grounded and rooted ia teligion» 
^ their duration ia ihort and precarious^" and *' that 
*' they often terminate in cruelty and milanthropji" 
p. 254* He gives little credit, p« 2jf 5^ ^^ for intriiu- 
'^ fie worth to ufeful lives^ independent of religious 
^ principles.** He oblervcsy.p. 256^ that thcfb qua* 
lities, however excellent^ *^ could in no- degree b# 
^^ admitted as. a compenfatioa for the want of the 
^' (uprcme fear and love of God;" nor,, p. 25S, 
^^ can it by any aieans be allx)wed, thai- i4i. perform« 
*' ing their duties towards their fellow- creatures thej 
'^ perform thofe to God virtually and fubftantially,. 
** if not ia name." That thcfc qualities, p. 261,. 
/^ fo far from being per£e£l in« tlkrir nature, are rav 
" dically defedUye.and corr-uptv tliaL no practice 
'^ will be admitted as cliriilian, hut that which flows 
** from chriilian . piinciples ;,." . an4 that tJie true 
chriftian, P..269, is "reallj} t^ie uxoft amiable, and 
.**. ufeful chaiacler." He adnjinifters, p. 265, very 
.ijuiuble admonitions tochriitiaiis upon thefe heads, 
JiOth to the " naturally Cweel-tcpipired and-aclive," 
p. 266|j and "to the naturally. rou^h and auftere,! 
p. 267, and fuggjsifts excellent advice to the lattex^ 
p. 270, " (br ac(^riiig a gentle and benevolent 

** fpiriu'* 
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^ fpirk/* Mr. W, farther remarks, p% 2^^^ «* that 
^ perfons of amiable tempers and ufeful lives have 
^^ indeed their rest^ard, being always beloved iji pn- 
^ vate, and generally refpeSed in public^ life. But 
•* when devoid of religion, if the word of God be 
** not a fable, they cannot enter into the kingdom of 
•* heaven.^ He afterwards proceeds, p. 274, to 
warn ehriftians •^ of the danger to which tlicy arc 
^expofed of infenfibly lofing^ in the buiOoefe and 
^' buftle of the world, the right principles with 
^ which they fet out, and their reli/h £or the em^ 
.** ployments and offices of religion *" and he con^ 
eludes hrs.fe<^iofl with ^^ offering aditice,!^ in the 
main jaft and urfeful, to fuch *^as fufpedi this to be 
-^ their cafe ," adding fome proper animadverHon 
upon the principles of RquiTeau and Sterne, p.. 282* 
• - Not. being an advocate f4r the doArine of in* 
>flin£live pcincipks, I can. by no means- .coincide in 
■||i€ declaration, p 250.. *^ that where? the benevolent 
^ qualities are gendgne^they ofteadeiierve the name 
V i:ather of amiable infttn£U than moral virtues." 
^Leaft of all can I admit,, that ^^ the qualities under 
^^•jCQa&deratroii are radically defective and corrupt^ 
f that the)( are a body without a fouU* ^Ki$ aflcr- 
tioa origioatesin the erroneous opinion* that buma^ 
nature i& *' radically tainted with fui," and is as un* 
founded as the dodlrine upon which it reds. Bene* 
rolence is generated, Irke every other affeflion, by 
the circum(lances"in whicb m^n ate placed, anft 



Ibc imprefliods to which they are cxpofed. N<^ 
nan is brncTolent by iDftin&y -any more than he « 
bj inilinci a mafic ian, a philofopher, or a fcholar.* 
Alfo, beDevolence, in whatever way acquired, is 
a moral excellence. It is not eflential to moral rec- 
titnde that there (hould be a mental confli£l. or 
previous difcipline ; ctherwife, it could not be ai 
attribute of Deity. The virtue of on affection con- 
fids wholly in its beneficial tendency, and benerob 
lence is as much a moral o.cellence in the Supreme 
Bemg, in whom it exids by neceffity*, as it is in 
man, in whom it is the effed of mental difciplipr. 
Hence it follows, that, if it were even inflindlive, it 
wouM not on that account be lefs virtuous : and if 
benevolence could exift as pure, fixed, and effica- 
cious, without religion as with it, its moral value 
would be the fame. But 'the truth is, that in the 
prefent (late of things, benevolence meets with fo 
many powerful checks, that the f>rinci{)les of rel?- 
giori are its only effeftual fupport; artd nothing bdt 
a ilrong fenfe of duty to' God will induce men th 
perfevere in doing good to their fellow cfe.itures, in 
oppofition to ingratitude, calumny, difappointihenf, 
and other cx)n(i derations, which dtfcourage arid 
l)vcr-rulc that benevolence which is not founded 

■ 

upon piety, and often, as is jullly obferved, p. 254, 

* If angels are wbat ^hcy arc generally fupporcd to be, their 
•virtues muli be inltm^ve^ but are they not therefore moral 
€\)aiitics ? 

* ' ' ' \ ** convert 
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•* convert a generous and beneficent yotith, as to 
" advances in life, into a hard and trtcl ty^afit, of 
** into a cold, four, and filent mlfaftthrope/* 
, It is^ however, perfeflfly true, p. 257^ «*tbait be- 
^* nevolence and ufefulneiJs can in no degree ^ ad^ 
** mitted as a compenfatioii iot the want of th^ 
•* fupreme love and fear of God, and'fhat rgUgioa 
*• fuffers not any fuch compoGtion of dnttes.*^ It k 
effential to the perfeft happinefs of maii> th^t *lid 
ihould entertain right fentimenfs of his Malcei^^ 
and right aiFed:ions towards htm v ^i^^hout whieK, 
he will feldom feel motives fufficiently poweifiil td 
produce the uniform prafllce of the focia¥atid per<^ 
fonal virtues. But whatever virtues mav adorn thfe 
mind, fo long as the love of God is abfcj^t, thexfhiti 
rafter is deficient in its moft eflTential exeeBence^iitid 
happinefs muft be proportionably incomplete. 

What punifliment may await thofe, if any {uth 
there be, who, being perfefl in the duties ^f bene- 
volence and fclf-government, are dettkute of right 
affections to the Supreme Being, it is difficult to 
afcerta>n. Mr. W. himfelf cxpreffes his fentiments 
upon this fubje£i with more than ufual caution^ 
p. 272, "if the word of God be not a fable,, thejr 
•* cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven.*^ Ont 
thing is certain. Before fuch perfons can be finally 
happy, they muft undergo that difcipHne, whatever 
It be, which may be ncceflary to generate fuplrefti'e 

love 
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lofc to Gody and entire derotednefs to his wilL 
At any rate, it is the wifdom of all to ofe dieir ut- 
moft endeavours to combine godline&with brotherl): 
kiodoefii and charity, that Acy may not be wanting 
in zm^ of thofe qualifications which the gofpel re* 
quires as effimtial to an intereft in its bleflings^ 

In p» ^b^^ we find fome excellent dire£lions foi 
thofe who '^are confclous that they are naturall]^ 
f ' reu^ and auftere.*' Amongft other things, thq[ 
^ advifed *' to force themfelres to abound, in offices 
f^.of courtefy and Idndnefs." This is the true wa; 
of producing the habit of benevolence; and they 
who a£l thus from a fenfe of duty to God are a&ing 
a wife and virtuous part, and with fteady perfevet'* 
ancc they fliall eventually, (ucceed. Mr. W. furclj 
muft have forgotten, himfelf, when, p. 263, he re? 
prefents certain a£tions which flow, as he exprefTe^ 
it," from a cold fenfe of dutjy as " robbed of their 
'* vital fpirit, and thereby io debafcd and' degraded: 
5^ in our eilimation, as to become not barely lifelefs> 
•» and uninterefting, but even diftafteful and loathr 
••^fome.?' 3efore moral aiFeflions are generated in. 
the mind, the fenfe of duty is the only efficacious 
flimulus to thofe a£lions which will in the end proy 
duce the moral habit. It muft be allowed, that 
aftions fo circumftanced indicate imperfeflion in- 
the agent, and are not fo intrinfically excellent as 
when they proceed from a fixed principle of. diCnt- 

tereRe4 
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tcrcftcd Tirtuc. But furely it is going much too far 
to af&rm that anions ** fltjwing from a fenfe of duty 
•^ arc degraded, diftafteful, and loathfome." 
' The language is certainly incorrefl, and the au« 
thor cannot mean \irhat his words feem to exprcfs. 

I am. Madam, &c. 



I4ETTER xiy. 



Qbfervations upofi what Mr. W. calls ether grand JSr- 
feBi in the pr apical Jyjlem of nominal chriftians. 

Madam, 

In his fucceeding feAion, p. 285, Mr. Wilberforce 
atumadverts upon '* fome other grand defe£ts in the 
^ pradiical fyftem of the bulk of nominal chriftians.^ 
Thofe which he here fpecifies are '* the inadequate, 
^ ideas which they entertain of the guilt and evil of 
•* fin,** ** their inadequate fear of God," " their 
^ inadequate fenfe of the difficidty of getting to 

* ■ 

" heaven," " their allowed dcfeftivencfs in the iovo 
^ of God,'* and likewife '< in what regards the love 
* of their fellow creatures.'* 

This fe^ion contains many excellent ohferva^ 
tions, that merit the feriou^ attentiou of all fincere 
profeflbrs of relig^ion* The ftandard of j^riftj^iA 
mpxal; u iiideed Xet fo high that few can hope to 
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reach it ; but I do not know that . It ought on that 
account to be difapproved, When, we con Gder what 
renfon, and revelation both, require as eifential to 
perfcfliQn, and conrequeniiy to happinefs, and com- 
pare the (landard with the actually exifting human 
ihara£lcr, it may juftly excite alarming apprehen* 
iions in the minds even of the moll virtuous men. 
The moft enlarged charity can hardly expc6l the 
immediate falvation of the great mafs of mankind^, 
and men whofe chara£lcrs approach the neareft to 
perfeftion, can feldom attain ipore than a cheerful 
preponderant hope, not unalloyed with fome anxioua 
fear: and perhaps this may be. the beft and mod 
ufefui ftate ofmind, to frail and erring creatures/in 
a courfe of probation. In this frate of things^ no- 
thing affords greater relief than the hope which plu* 
lotophy, enlightened By revelation, affords, of arv 
tiltimate purification and xenoyation of all things. 
The doflrine of the future aphihilatioji of the great, 
majoTityof mankind, and much more of. their eternal 

torment, is fuch as muft overcaft a'ben^volent and 

• ■ '• ■ • 

feeling mind with deep and htibitual gloom. 

To prove that *^ the bulk of nominal chrif- 
** tians have a moft inadequate idea of the guilt 

* and evil- of fin,'' it is alleged, pJ 286, that "\hc 
•* guilt of aftions is eftimated not by the pfopdttion 

* in which according to fcriptut-e they ife'offenfive 
^ to God ; but by that in which thfey^aYe in|uriOasr 
5* to focietyj'' 'Men tna fecial ftate tiatiirally ahiVn- 

' ,. " • ' adver? 
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SLvdxt with the greateft fcverity upon thofe Tiees 
rhich ate mod immediately iDjurious to th£:nx, and 
rhich tend to the diiTolution of fociety itfelf* 
leBce they acquire a habit^ I will not fay> of over« 
atui^ the. focial !vircucs, but rather of under-rating 
he reft. It is indeed too obvious, thzf, piety and 
clfrgovernnicnt, in other words the divine and pcr- 
ioual virtues, are of little value in thecllimation.of 
Qsny. who call themfelvesichriftians*. 
It is properly rem;urkcd,.p. ago^^that ** the flight 

* notions which many entertain of t^e evi) of 'fin; 
** difcDver an utter want of all fuitttble feverlknce .for 
^« the Divine Majefty.*" The fear of God is indeed 

* juftly termed in fcripture the beginnings of wif-* 
^* dom;'- It is produced by the feri£hi9 eotttempla* 
tipn of ;thc infinitude of the divine power^^ ^iidonli 
lod::gnetflitefs[; ohf the coalideradoxtof ^the^ ^vih 
mhUMfixt pcihniltod' under thie^diviike govenanent | 
by che .eiXf^ridnee-Qf fuSerings; hj tkcdentmciai 
^ns oi^ iCciplure I and the confdottOncfiiof.gbiit. 

; This principle alone would overwhelm; the mifid^ 
and jnroduee coh^inuai deje£biofij| ' if it were ndt 
blended, and; tempered with cheerful- ionfid«nce iif 
the infinite goodhe£i>of Ood, which (oiteas it ddwrf 
to that icfverentiala^we of the divine majeftjr^ whktt 
is the greateft refttaiot.upon'att. vlcioua.pradlice^ 
^nd affe&ioB6» • . ^ .» 

Mr. W« j>* 290,.reprefenti»g'the fear of Go^ as tf 
principle iiV which ff nomina) diriftians^ are ff^^f 
V 7 " deficient 
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^ icncie^vT as a proof of it mentioBs ^ their fliglit 
^ ziocxons of the guilt azid aril of fin 9" and hence he .j. 
takes occafion to fpeak of the joftice of the ptinilk \^ 
ment denoanced againft fin as ''rebellion agabft 
*' the foTereignty of God," and obferYes, that 
'' worlds upon worlds furroond os, all probaiblf M 
** of intelligent creatures, to whom, now or hcie* 
*' after, we may be a fpcclacle, and afford an ezaa* 
'^ pie of the divine proccdare." But this is a confi* 
deration wholly imaginary, and therefore nnwordif 
of notice in a difcniBon of inch hi^ importance; 
It is enough that God has declared, and chat ifae 
rcafon of the thing demonftrates,.thaC the wicked 
fliall fufier adequate puniihment. 

As little occafion is there for the fucceeding at* 
guroent, from which we are told, p. 292^ *' that the 
^ awful denunciations of the future pnnilhment of 
** fin derire additional weight,** riz* diat they ^ ace 
'^ reprefented as refulting from certain connexions 
*^ and relations, which render them fuitable and 
*' becoming.*' This is explained by remarking that 
<< the righteous belong to the kingdom of God^ and 
^* the wicked to the kingdom of Satan; they are his 
^* children, his fervants ; they do his works, and at 
,^ length {hall partake his portion, when the merci- I 
f < ful Saviour (hall be changed into an avenging 
** Judge, and (hall pronounce that dreadful fentencCf 
*^ Depart from me, ye curfcd, into ever^afting fire 
y prepared for the Devil and his angeU.*^ 

The 

\ 
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' The Devil, or Satan, not being a real but an alle- 
^rical or mythological perfon, the puniihment of 
he wicked cannot, in ftri£t propriety, be owing to 
he relation in which they ftand to him ; but they 
bffer juftly in confequence of thofe vices, by which' 
hey are figuratively cla0ed amoiigft the fubje6);s of 
hat allegorical being, who is reprefented asiharing 
inth'the Deity in the government' of the w6rld, and 
Rrhofe empire comprehends^^ the unbelieving and the 
picious portion of the human race^ - 

Mr- W. in difcourfing, p. ft-14, upon ^ thef inade*' 
^ quate conception of the difficulty of becoming 

* true chriftians,^ remarks, that **^ the general no- 
^^ tion appears to be, that we are born cliriftians* 
** Wc do not therefore I<!K)k out for pofitive evi- 
^ dence of our really being of that num'ber; but, 

* putting the onus probandi on the wrong fide, we 
■• conceive ourfelves fuch of courfe, except ourtitle 
^be difproved by pofitive evidence to th6 con« 
«trary." 

That we are bom chriftians, is a pofition as erro- ' 
seoiM as that we are born finners. But it may be 
tmlir affirmed of perfons who haVe been educated 
in chriftian principles and virtuous habits, that 
''tlij^y are chriftians of courfe till their title be dif* ' 
*^ jiroved by pofitive evidence to the contrary ;'* that 
iSy rill they have contra£led habits of vice, from " 
^hich many have all their lifetime been preferved^ 
vho have had the happinefs of being placed in cir* 

cumftances 
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comAaoces faroiurable to moral improrement^ and 
in which they have not been expofcd to temptatkni 
beyond their ftrength. p 

It is obferred, p. 298, that '< in the langaagtof T^ 
*^ fcripture chriftianity is not a geographical but a 1^ 
^ moral term* It ia tiic pofleflion of a peaMar no* \^ 
^ /i/rr, with the quaUtiea and properties which be- 
V iortg to it. : It is a ^te into which we .are not 
^l hntt but intO: which we muft be tranjlatedi a nar 
^^ ture which we do nol; inhtriiy but into which we 
*• are to be created ^ncw.^** 

The Crieator is here reprefented, as ufual, as bar- 
iog placed his. human offspring in drcumfiances the 
moft deplorable^ from which they cannot efcape bat 
by a. new creation, and the attainment of a new na 
ture. For this, it is added, '* we muft be indebted 
** to the undeferved grace of Go'd, which is pro- 
*< mifed to our ufe of the appointed means." But 
of what avail is this promife^ fince we are naturally 
unable to make ufe of the means prefcribed ? And 
Vfhere is the grace, or even the juftice, of firft pla* 
cing m^n in a ftate in which they are utterly 'incv 
pable qi every virtuous exertion, and then requiring 
fuch exertions,, and promifing afhftance to them ? fx 
is amazing that a perfon of Mr. W.'s underftandtng 
can be fatisiied with fuch grofs mifreprefentalions of 
the Divine chara£ter, which cannot but excite the 
grief and indignation of every well*informed and 
weli'difpofed mind. 

Nor 
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- KoT Can it by any means be adtnitted that " chrif- 

" tlanityis^the pofTeffion of a peculiar nature, with 

** the qualities *ndi properties -which belong to it.^ 

True chriftiaftity is ho fuch thing. » It is a fyftem of 

habits and afledions,^ generated by a correfpondent 

ment^ difcipline. And thofe ihyftical reprefenta* 

tions of.rehgioQ,. which lead men to expe£l: a fuper- 

vatural change t>f the principles anid afKsftionsy as 

4Jb€7.are inconfident with true phiiofophy, and un- 

4)uad€d'ui genuine chriftianity^fo they are alfo un* 

^curable to good oooralS) as they entourage enthu« 

iiartn, and lead men to judge of their (late froni' 

49setai,a inexplicable feelitigs, and rapturous emo« 

tions, rather thfln from habit and chara£ler) which 

tends to puff up with vanity men of little know* 

ledge and warm paflions, while it difcourages th^' 

truly virtuous^ humble^ and Gncere. 

Wc are told, p. 303, " that the bulk of nominal 
^ chriftians are defe£live in the love4>f-Gbd." Rea« 
ion and.philofophy do indeed teach Qs to think of 
QoA with complacency and gratitude. And why ? 
Becaufe he is the mofl: amiable of all beings, conti* 
mially doing us good, and intending our ultimate 
hjippinefs, and that of all rational creatures. The 
icriptures alfo require us to love God with all our 
undcrftandings, and with all our hearts, for •* God 
« is Love.'* Mr. W. juftly reprefents love to God, 
as " a great conftituent in a true chriftian xharac- 
«* ter," and cxprcffes ftrong difspprobatioa of the 

" dull 
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'< dull artificul heankfr gndmdc ** of noaund 
chrldur.s. But what is die God c^ Mr. W.'s fyf- 
tcm ? A Being who firft forms his creatures with a 
nature radically deprarcd, and then condenuis the 
majority of them to eternal mifery^ for being what 
he himfelf made them. Can it be forprifing that 
fuch a God as this is not the objed of lore ? 

It is juftly obferved, p.. 306, diat ^ the genevoos 
*' principle of love fcoms the refuge of cafmfiryy 
^ and that the Icaft hint, the ilighteft fnrmife, is 
<< fufficient to make it ftart from what is oficnfifCi 
^ and fly with eagemefs to what is gratifying, to the 
*' obje& of aficction." But it is likewife true, that 
a rational love to God greatly tends to clear the 
mind from vain and fuperftitious fcruples. ^ Per- 
«* fc£l love- caftcth out fear/' 

An objcclion is here introduced by our author 
againft the '^ lawfulnefs of theatrical amufements," 
from their inconfiftency with the love of God; and 
another, p 317, from their repugnance to general 
benevolence 5 ** the fituation of the performers, par- 
*' ticularly of thofe of the female fex, being remark* 
^ ably unfavourable to the maintenance and growth 
*^ of the religious and moral principle, and of courfe 
'* highly dangerou"? to their eternal intcrefts." 

I am far from thinking that the ftage, in its pre- 
fcnt ilatc, is a pcrfe£l " fchool of morals," and am 
no advocate for a frequent, promifcuous attendance 
upon tlicatrical amufemcnts. But th^ abufe of any 

thing 
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thiflf is no objeftion againft the prudent and mo- 
ckrate ufe of it. Theatrical amufements arc not in 
themfelves unlawfuV, nor are all dramatic compo- 
fitions of an immoral tendency. No amufement is 
more innocent, or more rational, than that of a 
vcell -regulated theatre. Nor have fuch entertain- 
ments been univerfally objeSed to, or declined, by 
perfons of the greateft refpeftability of charafter, 
who would be as far from encouraging any thing 
really injurious, or immoral, as thofe who make the 
greateft profeflions 6f piety. 

pjhriftianity regulates principles and habits, and 
leaves particular praftices to the difcretion of the 
individual. '* To him who efteemeth any thing to 
*' be unclean, to him it is unclean*." For tliofc 
who think theatrical amufements tp be univerfally 
unlawful, it is be(l to abdain from them altogether. 
But let them not be unreafonaUy fevere in their 
cenfurc^ of others who have no fcruples of this na- 
ture> and whofe chara(9:ers are in oo moral view 
unworthy of their chriftian profefHon. 

The objeAion which is urged from the moral 
tSlcCt of their fituation upon the performers then^- 
felves^ is indeed very plaufible. But the argument 
proves too much. If nothing is to be done which 
IS cither dire£Hy or indireftly a means of tempting 
others to vice> few adions would be innocent. It is 

« 

♦ Rom. xiv. 14. 
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•a principle which, in iis utmoft extent, would prove 
the unlawfulnefs of manufa£lures and comraercei 
which, in many cafes that it would be eafy to fpe- 
•cify, are by no means favourable to the morals of 
the parties concerned in carrying them on. Upon 
the whole, therefore, the fpecial circumftances of 
each cafe muft determine the propriety of the ac- 
tion ; but there is no good reafon for condemning 
theatrical amufements, as univerfally inconfiftent 
with the chriftian charafler. 

I cannot conclude this letter without expreffing 
xny entire approbation of thofe " true marks of 
** benevolence " which Mr. W. has introduced 
p. 312, &c. He here fpeaks the language of the 
moil exalted chriftian philanthropy, and eloquently 
defcribcs that fublime generofity to which it is 
agreed by all chriftians, how widely foever they 
may differ in doftrinal points, that the chriftian 
religion is intended, and by its interefting difco- 
veries calculated, to form the minds of its pro- 
feffors. It is pleafing to obferve, that fincere chrif- 
tians of all denominations agree in the moral pur- 
pofe and tendency of their holy religion : and this 
confideration fiiould foften that afperity and ran- 
cour, with which, through the infirmity of human 
nature, they are too much difpofed to regard and 
to treat each other, for differences of opiniop 
concerning the moft efficacious means of attain- 
ing 
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ing the end to which they unanimoufly profefs to 

afpirct 

I am, 

Madam, &c« 



LETTER XV. 

The little pra^ical value of what are called *' the 
^^ peculiar doSlrines of chrijlianiiy^^ 

In the five preceding feftions I have had the plea- 
fure of accompanying Mr. "VVilberforce through the 
greater part of his route, with here and' there an 
occafional deviation. I am forry that in the fection 
which is the fubje£l of this cpidle, and in which he 
treats of what he calls " the grand radical defedi of 
** nominal chriftians," namely, their negledl oJF, 
what he pronounces to be, " the peculiar doftrines. 
** of chriflianity," I am obliged to abandon him 
altogether. But truth calls, and her authority is 
p'\ramount. 

Remembering the time when I was myfclf a 
fincere believer in the ftrange and unfcriptural doc- 
trines, fo eloquently recommended in this feftion, I 
ought to feel candour and fympathy for thofe who 
arc ftlll under the fame delufion, and who now 
^hink and feel as I then thougHt and felt. But I 

G 2 tkctao^* 
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acluiowlcdgey that, according to mj prefcnt Ticws, 

it appears woaderfiil that prejudice ihcalci fo far 
miilead the underflaoding, as to induce a man of 
fenfe and integrity to let down as eiTestial dodrincs 
of chriftiaoity, tenets plairJy repugi:ant bath to its 
letter and fpirit, ar.d to ad&pt a (train of language 
and fentiments v/lilwh more than borders upon im- 
piety and idolatry^ and which I cannot witnefs with- 
out a icnfation of horror. 

I mud alfo obfer^e, that as the God of this fyf- 
tcm is a Being of fuch ftem fererity, and indeed 
malignity, it is natural for thofe who xcceive it, 
i;%'illingly to imagine the exiftence of a fecond per- 
fon, who, being invefted with all the amiable attri- 
butes of Deity, and having alfo voluntarily fubmitted 
in an incarnate form to bear the wrath of God for 
the benefit of believers, becomes really the objeA of 
religious complacency, gratitude, and confidence, 
and occupies that place in the mind which properly 
belongs to the one living and true God. And thefc 
afFefllons to an unreal phantom, being by medita« 
tion and exerclfe wrought up to a high tone, pro- 
duce many of thofe beneficial moral effefls which 
'would refult from right views of, and afieftions to, 
the Supreme Being himfelf. Neverthelefs, thefc 
moral fentiments being founded on fancy, are as 
various and capricious as fancy herfelf^ and fall far 
below that dignified and manly piety which is the 
natural refult of proper attention to juft and rational 

^riuciplesj 
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principles^ and which is a permanent and a£livc^ 

ff 

flimulus to univeTfal virtue. In no human charac«« 
ter did rational devotion ever appear in a more con- 
fpicuous lights than in that of the holy and humble 
Jefus, who would doubtlef& have rejeded with ab- 
horrence thofe divine honours which his miftaken 
followers in later ages have afcribed to him> had 
they been addrelTed to hinwprevious to his departure 
from this world. 

In this fe£lion^ Mr. W. firft complains of the 
forgetfulnefs of, what he calls, the ** peculiar doc- 
•* trines of chriftianity f * to this, he tells us, " it is 
" owing that fome men fatisfy themfelves with 
** partial reform,'* p. 320. and " others are tempted 
^* to defpair," p. 322. He then defcribcs the "ad- 
<< vice of modern religionifts to fuch as are defirouf 
f* of repenting," p. 324. and imniediately after- 
wards, p. 315, " the advice which" he fays that " the 
" holy fcriptures and the church of England give td 
*' the fame perfons.'* He then ftates ** the diftinc* 
** tion, between the true chriftian and all other reli- 
** gionifts, concerning the nature of holinefs and 
' ** the way in which it is to be obtained," p. 326. 
He reprefents " attention to thefe doftrines as th^ 
** proper means of growing in grace," p. 328. and 
recommends *' looking to Jefus, as that which bell 
*' teaches the importance of chriftianity," p. 33 r. 
*' which enforces the duty of devotednefs to God," 
p. 332. ^* together with the guilt of fin, and dread 
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*' of punifhment," ib. " which bcft promotes love 
" to God," p. 334.— "to Chrift," p. 335.—" and 
** to our ftllow-creatures," p. 336.—" which pro- 
** duces humility," p. 337. — "moderation in earth- 
•' ]y purfuits, and cheerfulnefs in fufFering,'* p. 339. 
— " courage and confidence in dangers, and hea- 
** venly-mindednefs/' p. 342; and he concludes the 
fe6lion with obfcrving, p. 346, " that the place held 
" by the ^^fuppofed) peculiar doftrines of chrifti- 
^ anity conftitutes the grand diftinftion between 
" nominal and real chriilians. 

*• The grand radical defe^l in the praflical fyftem 
" of nominal chriftians" is faid, p. 320, to be " the 
'* fprgetfulhefs of all the peculiar do£lrines of the 
." religion they profefs, viz. the corruption of human 
•* nature, the atonement of the Saviour, and the 
•' fanftifying influence of the holy fpirit j" none of 
which do61:rines are true in faft, nor derive the leaft 
countenance from the chriftian fcriptures» Happy 
had it been if they had never been ini'^ented, and 
thrice happy when they (hall be totally forgotten. 

<*. That men who in ficknefs form good refolu- 
** tions do, when they recover, fometimes relapfe 
" into their old habits of fin,*' and fometimes **cake 
*^ up with a partial and fcanty amendment,** is im- 
puted, p. 321, "to a prevailing ignorance of the 
" real nature of chrillianity, and forgetfulnefs of its 
*^ grand peculiarities j" meaning thereby the un- 
fcriptural notions Itated above. This fophifm is 

called 
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railed by logicians the " affignation of a £alfe caufe/* 
7 he faft is but too true, that many who make good- 
rcfolutions upon, a fick bed forget them with return- 
ing health. And this is owing, in part, to the re- 
turn of the ufual flate of the brain, and with it the 
ufual ftate of mind previous to (icknefa ; fo that the 
will to reform is wanting, and the virtuous difpofi- 
tion produced by (icknefs vaniQies like' a dream. 
Alfo, where inclination remains, and the judgment 
continues to be. convinced of the neceflity of re— 
formation, refolution often fails. An undue confi- 
dence is frequently placed in a fuppofed freedom of 
tjie will, which encourages a perfon to venturif into. , 
circumftances of temptation, and.jjj^kes himnegli-.; ^.- ^ 
gent of that mental difcipllne, by the perfevcringi ^^ 
life of which alone inveterate habits of vice can be/ 
eradicated, and virtuous afFedlions fubftituted ia 
their place. 

Mr, W. p. 324, ftates what he calls ** the advice 
** of modern religionifts to fuch as are defirous of 
** repenting," viz. " Be forry for your fins 5 difcon* 
** tinue the pradlice of them \ do your utmoft \ dif- 
*' charge with fidelity the duties of your ftations;. 
** read fuch books as will inftruft you in the princi-» 
** pies of a chriftian life," and the like. And truly 
the advice of thefe *^ modern religionifts" appears to 
be very falutary, and no rcafonable objedlion could 
have been made to it, had it not been interlarded 
M^th the unfcriptural fiftions of the "merits of 

G 4 « Chrift," 
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" Chrift," and * the fupenratural •* ai&ftance of the 
« Holy Spirit." 

Should any perfon in the circumftanccfs fuppo&d, 
cppTefIed<by the tyranny of evil habits^ and fincerely 
defirous of radical reformationi or, in other words, 
of becoming a reat chriftian, apply for advice to a 
judicious and well-informed inllruQor^ fuch an ad- 
vifer would perhaps fay to the folicitous fnquirer: It 
is needlefs to pay regard to thofe unfcriptural doc- 
trines which many fo highly extol ; fuch as original 
fttiy incarnation^ atonement^ plenary JatisfaElion^ merits 
of Chrifly and the like ; they may perplex your un- 
derftanding, and divert your attenticfn from uieful 
truth, but they ctn do no good* The age of mira- 
cles is paft. £xpe£l no fupernatural impreffions 
upon your mind, and do not fancy that moral and 
religious principles and habits are to be acquired in 
a different way from other habits of mind. Do not 
ftrain fcriptiire metaphors to fenfes which their au- 
thors never intended ; and imagine not that any 
myftery is contained in thofe ftrong expreffions, by 
which the apoftlcs meant nothing more than to de- 
fcribe the great change which paiTed upon an idola- 
trous heathen, or a pharifaic jew^ when he became a 
fincere chriflian. Difcard myiliclfni, and do not 
fuppofe that religion is a (tate of mind which keeps 
the paflions in conftant agitation and effervcfcencc. 
Thepraftice of virtue depends infinitely more upon 
fettled principles than upon warm and tranfient 

feelings. 
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feelings. Confult the fcriptures. ** Do juflice, love 
** mercy, walk humbly with God 5 ceafe to do evil; 
** learn to do well ; though your fins are as fcarlet^ 
** they fliall be whiter than fnow ; though red like 
** crimfon, they (hall be as wool : Fear God, and 
*• keep his commandments : Repent, and be conr- 
** verted, that your fins may be bjotted out : Love 
** God with all your underftanding, arid ^^ivith all 
** your heart, and your neighbour as yourfelf/* 
What can be more int^ligible, or more rational, 
than fuch dircftioas as thefe ? 

To excite you to an habitual,. pra£l;ical regard to 
theip, fix in your mind juft and honourable fenti- 
ments of God, as the greatcft, wife ft and befl of 
Beings, who cannot aft unjuftly by any of his crea* 
tures J whofe fixed purpofe it is to make them. 
Jiappy;^ and who permits the exiftence of no evil,, 
natural or moral, but what is neceflary to accom* 
plifli this end. Remember, that the very definition 
of virtue is, a courfe of condu£l leading to the 
greateft ultimate happinefs ;— of vice, that which. 
leads, tq mifery. You are deficient in virtuous ha- 
bits, you wUh to form them; you have contraftqd 
vicious aflS^ions, you wi(h to exterminate them. 

Men are the creatures of circumftances : an4> 

habits grow, or fade, by the influence of correfpond- 

ing impreffions, with the .fame regularity, and cer- 

,tainty, with which the fruits of the earth are pro- 

G 5 duced>. 
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daceJ, and matared, by the genial influence of the 
fon and- of the frodifying (Lowers, or blighted by 
the lightning and the mildew. Yon knotr the circnm- 
ftances in which your vicious habits were originally 
contraded, and by which they hare been confirmed*. 
Avoid thcfe circumftances, and give the mind a con- 
trary bias. You know what imprefEons will pro- 
duce juftice, benevolence, piety, devotion-, and all 
other moral virtues. Expofe your mind repeatedly> 
and perfeveringly, to the influence of thefe impref- 
fions, and the affeclions themfelves will gradually 
rife, and infenfibly improve, till they grow to their 
proper perfe£lion, and your virtue becomes fixed 
and dirmtereftedr All that is required is judgment?^ 
refolution, time, and perfcverance j and in every 
ftage of your progrcfs you will thankfully afcribe aM 
your improvements, your hopes, and your confola>^ 
tions, to God, to whofe appointment, and continued 
agency, all caufes owe their efficacy. 

By fuch advice as this, a judicious inftruftor 
would neither expeft nor defire to produce one of 
thofe ccftatic chriftians, who arc fometimes mounted 
*^ on the top of Pifgah," exulting in the profpedl of 
the promifed land, and at other times fighing and 
weeping in the ^" vale of humiliation,"' and tor- 
menting themfelves with doubts and imaginary ter- 
rors ', fbraetimes full of rapturous afFefiion to therr 
•* Beloved," and their fouls carried our ^ like xh& 

**- chariots 
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« chariots of Amminadib*,'* and at other times 
mourning under " the hidings of his face," and cry- 
ing out, " Why day his chariot wheels?" In other 
words, who are amufing, or alarming, themfelves - 
with vain phantoms of the imagination, inftead of 
engaging with alacrity in the duties of life^ But, by ' 
properly attending to the advice propofed, they ^ 
would become virtuous, amiable, and ufeful* characr - 
ters; refpefted by the wife and good ; enjoying peace * 
in their own minds ; repofihg a cheerful confidence * 
in God ; and looking forward with hope to a blefled • 
immortality: their lives would be honourable and ■ 
exemplary 5 their death tranquil ; and their reward i 
glorious. - 

In contradiftion to all this, Mr, W.'s advice t6 
ftich perfons, p. 325 j concurring, as he fays, with 
the church of England, is, " to lay afrefh the whole / 
** foundation of their religion, to proftrate them^ 
•* felves before the crofs of Chrift with humble pe- 
** nitence and deep felf-abhorrence, folemnly re- 
*' folving to forfake all their fins, but relying on . 
•* thfe grace of God alone for power to'^keep their 
** refolittion.' Thus, and thus only. She affures therh 
** that all their crimes will be blattied out, and that 
«* they will receive from above a new living prmci- 
*^ pie of hoUnefs," Then follow a feries of texts 

* 'No chariots of Amminadib- 
The heavenly raptures can dcfcribe. Watts: . 

G 6 ; x^vSiJ 
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whicti he tells u8 that *' She produces from the word 
^ of God as the ground and warrant of her conn* 
•* fel." But if Slf€ produces no better eridence of 
her other doArines than of thcfe, it is much to be 
feared that Slje will be found rery deGcient when 
weighed in the balances of reafon. and truth. Not 
m word do any of thefe texts contain, of *^ proftra- 
** tion at the foot of the crofs," not a word of •* dc- 
** pendence upon the influences of the fpirit," not a 
word of ** receiving a new living principle of holi- 
<* neft.'' 

The firft is, Afls xvi. 31. "Believe in the Lord 
*• Jcfus Chrift, and thou (halt be faved :" where the 
apoftle exhorts the terrified jailor to receive the 
chriftian religion, as the only means of faving him 
from the bondage of idolatry and vice, and all its 
mifcr<»ble confcqucnces. In the fucceeding texts, 
quoted from John xv. our Lord, under the emblem 
of "a vine and its branches,'* reprefents a ftedfaft 
adhctetice to chriftian principles as cffential to the 
;perfcftion of chriftian morals. 

The laft paflage is taken from the epiftle to the 

' Ephefians, or rather the Laodiccans*,ch. ir. 8. And 

the true meaning is, what no one who is critically 

acquainted ivith St. Paul's language can miftake, 

* Sec Dr. Paley's Horae Paulinae, an admirable work, which 
exhibits a moft fariifadory defence of the genuinenefs of St. 
Paul's epiftlesy in a mallerly arrangement of prefumptive and 
circumftantial evidence, 

that 
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that God had gracioufly imparted the gofpcl ta 
thertij without any antecedent merit-s of their own ; 
that having been converted frorp heathen idolatry 
to the knowledge^ and worlhip of the true God, they . 
"^ere in a manner introduced into a new world ; 
and that the defign of this extraordinary change was 
to make them virtuous and happy. '* By grace are 
** ye faved,*' from idolatry and vice ; ** through 
** faith/' that is, by embracing thechriftian religion: 
*• and that not of yourfelves, it is the gift of God/* 
You did not originally fe^k for the^bleflings of the 
gofpel; but God communicated them to you un- 
aiked, and when you were unconcerned about them^ 
and undeferving of them. 

** Not of works, left any man fhould boaft.** 
There was not a heathen in the world. who coukl 
claim the privileges of the /gofpel as the merited 
reward of his virtues. " For we.arc his workman- 
** ihip:" God, having freely given thefe privileges, is 
to be regarded as the proper caufe of the happy 
cflfefts produced by (hem. !He is the author of this 
ilupendous change, which may, be confidered as' an 
introduflion into a new ftate of being: " We are 
" created in Chrift Jeftfs to good works." The 
tSkGt of heathen principles, was vice and profligacy; 
hut the tendency of the chriftian dodlrine is to uni- 
verfal virtue. 

Mr. W. p. 327, inaccurately reprefents ** the 
(< giand diftin^Uon^ between, the true chriftian and- 

6 << ^^]^tx, 
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•* other religionifts to fubfift concerning the nature 
** of holihefs, and the way in which it is to be ob* 
** tained; The nata^fe of hoUnefs/' he tells us, " is 
** no other than the refloration of the image of 
** God/* And I believe that all ^rf%i>m/Zx (as he is 
pleafed to denominate thofe who differ from hini, 
in contradiftinGion to truechr'tjiiansy thatHis, to the 
abettors of his own opinions) will agree, that virtue 
oonGils in conformity to the moral attributes of 
God. But there is an eflential difference of opinion 
between them, withrefpeft to the manner of ac- 
quiring it. Mr. W.'s true chriftian, " difclaimhig 
" with indignation every idea of attaining it by his 
'* own ftrength, all his hopes of pofleffing it reft al- 
** together iii the divine affn ranees of the operation 
*^'of the holy fpirit;" while my " r^%w«//?/' ex- 
pefting moral habits to be acquired precifely in the 
fame way in which other habits are attained, makes 
ufe of (imilar means : and when the end is accom- 
pliOied, he will afcribe it to the Supreme Being, in 
the fame fenfe in which all other good things are to 
be referred to him, who is the Caufe of all caufee, 
and whofe energy gives efficacy to every intermc-. 
diate agency* 

, -Mr« W.*s true chriftian farther "knows,'* p. 328, 
what I hope that my " religionlft " will ever remain 
Ignorant of, viz* that " this holinefs is not to precede 
*< reconciliation to God, and be its caufe^ but to 
^folhvf it, and be its effeii i^ that is, in other 

S; words. 
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words, that a vicious man may be in a ftate of rc^ 
conciliation with God : than which nothing can be 
more repugnant to truth, and to the whole tenor of 
ehriftianity. Mr. W, has* indeed a faving claufei 
namely, that **by faith in Chrift only he is juftified 
•* in the fight of God i'*" informing us in a notej 
•* that faith when genxiine includes repentance/* 
Now, according to this ftate of the queftibn, either 
a man may ^ repent'* without being " holy," or he 
may be "juftified in the fight of God'* without 
** being in a ftate of reconciliation with him.'*" 
Mr. W.'s "true chriftian" may, perhaps, be able 
to folve this difficulty, which, I fear, would puzzle 
the more obtufe intelledl of my fimple " religionitt.'* 
And this is the more unfortunate, as we are aflured,. 
p. 329, that " thefe gigantic truths retained in view 
•*' would put to fliame the littlenefs of their dwarfifii. 
** morality/* 

Mr. W. further obfcrves, p. 328", that the chrift 
tian find's, in the confideration " of the peculiair 
«* doftrines of the gofpel; and in the contemplation 
** of the life, charafter, and fufferings of our bleflea 
•* Saviour, the elements of all praftical' wifdom.** 
To this bbfervation r give my cordial aflent, pro- 
*vided that no doftrines are- admitted as the peculiar 
doflrines of the gofpcl, but what the gofpel con«i 
tains. 

The remainder of this feftion, from p. 331, is 
tafcen up iirflicwing tKatiobfcing unto Jcfus, by which 
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the pious writer means ^ habitual regard to the 
doctrine and example of Chrift, is ^ the bed means 
** of producing and fupporting the chriftlan virtues'* 
which he there fpecifies. I entirely concur with 
him in thinking, that juft views of> and feripus rcr 
fledlions upon, the character and do<^rine of our 
great Mafter have the mod beneficial moral tendency* 

But erroneous views tend to produce erroneous 
jtfTcdlions, and an erroneous praflice ; of which \rc 
Iiaye various inilanges in the cafe before us* 

" Looking unto Jefqs," fays Mr. W. p. 3^2.. 
*« We find difplayed in the moll lively colours the 
"guilt of fin, and how hateful it muft be to th^ 
5* perfeft holinefs.of God, when we fee that, ir^^ther 
** than fin fhould ^o unpuni(hed, God fpared not 
*^ his own fon, but w.as pleafed to bruife him and 
** put him to grief." Where does the fcripture tell 
us that Jefus fuffered, that " fin might not go un- 
** punifted ?" and where does it. require us to look • 
to the fuSerings of Chrift, to imprefs upon our 
ininds a fenfe of the evil of fin ? How unworthy 
the charafter of the; Supreme Being to punifli the . 
innocent for the guilty ! And how inconfiftent with 
the declarations of the jTcriptures, which uniformly 
reprefent the wicked.as.punifhed for their own finsj 
and penitents as freely pardoned by Divine mercy,, 
without reference to any foreign confideration what- 

-cver I 

The fon of God is .(aid, p. 333, "to have con* 

^^fenied 
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^^fentid to take upon him our degraded nature 5" 
Istnguage moft unfcripturaj and untrue^ and what 
Jefus never affirmed of himfelf, nor his ap o{Ue$> 
concerning him. 

Mr. W. p. 3J4, reprefents "looking to Jefus a» 
*' the beft means of growing in love to God/* t 
think fo too, but not in his fenfe of the phrafe^ 
The gofpel is God's beft gift to man. It brings lifo 
and immortality to light. But that God, having 
firft placed his creatures in a ft^te of helplefs mifer j^ 
fiiould fend an innocent perfpn to redeem a few bji 
bficrtDg in their ftead, whatever joy it. may excite 
in thofe who are, or who fancy themfeW.es to be^ 
the fortunate obje£ls of this choice, can never %j^ 
nerate a rational and cordial love -lo a Being fo ca* 
pricious and cruel. Happily for us, the charaflee 
of the true God is the reverie of this : all amiaMiej^ 
}uft, -wife, and good. 

Much is advanced* p. 337, to ftiew the tendency 
of ** looking to Jefus to promote humility." But to 
be "imprefled with .a fenfe of our natural darknefa,, 
'* and helpleflhefs, and mifery, from which it wa^. 
** requifite to ranfom us at fuch a price,** is not 
chriftian humility, but injuftice to our wife an4 
good Creator, and an unwarrant<ible depreciation 
of his works. 

I agree, however, with Mr. W. p. 339, that from 
the fufferings of CJirift we may juftly learn not to 
cftimatc earthly profperity too highly; and to be 

willing^ 
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will-rr, 1:« <rar hc-aourrd mailer, to make great 
£icT:£ces in :hc g2uis of truth, and fcr the good of 
oth-r=. 

\\z ire IcI.^, p. ?4^, ^ that the main diftmctioiTi 
■"between rea! chrl:":i2r.:ry and the fyftem of the 
•" bulk of ncir.Inal chriiliar.s, chieflv conGfts in the 
"different place which is affigned in the two 
•* fchemes to the peculiar doctrines of the gofpet 
•* Thefe, in the fcheme of nominal chriftians, if 
^ admitted at all, appear but like the ftars in the 
•* firmament to the ordinary eye ; but to the reat I 

I 

" chrijlian^ on the contrary, thefe peculiar defines 
♦* conftitute the centre to which he gravitates, the 
^ very fun of his fyftem, the foul of the wdrld, dNf 
** erigift of all (bat is excellent and lovely T^^Uu 
*' fource of light, and life, and motion, and genial j 
** warmth and pladic energy," 

In terms like thefe would an eloquent catholic 
cxprefs himfelf concerning the doftrine of tranlub- 
ftantiation, the worfhip of the virgin, and the facri- 
fice of the mafs, which are to him efiential do£lrinc« 
of the gofpel received by " all real chriftians.** 
Thus does zeal often increafe in proportion as the 
doftrines defended recede from the fimplicity of 
truth, and the purity of the gofpel. But notwith- 
ftanding thefe confident aflertions, we, who admit 
the fcripturcs only as our rule, have no hefitation 
in denouncing what are here called " the peculiar 
^ doflrines of chriftianity,*' as grofs corruptions of 

the 
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trie trufe religion of Jefus. And though we do not, 
aftet the example of Mr. "W. confine the honour- 
able diftinftion of " real chfiftians" to thofe only 
who think' witji us upon thefe fubjefls, we regard it 
as- an indifpenfable duty, upon every proper occa- 
fioni to avow oiir determined rejeftion of them, arid 
to enter our public, folemn proteflr againft them. 

Mr. W. concludes his feftion with a quotation 
containing the following addrefs to Chfift, here 
called, but no where ip the fcriptures, " the eternal 
Word/' ' ' ' ' 

From Thee is all that fboti>es the life of man* 

His high endeavour and his glad fuccefsy 

His ftrength to fufFer, and his will to fervcr 

But, O thou bounteous Giver of all good, 

Thou art, of all thy gifts, thyftlf.the crown, •• 

Language equally unfcriptural and unbecoming 
occurs p. 34 r> wher^ Jefus is addreffed as "calling, 
" upon us to fufferj as ordaining difappointment, 
" poverty, ficknefs, and fhame 5 and as compen- 
** fating temporal fufFerings by the confolations of 
** his grace." 

This may juftly be called fupplanting the true 
God in the throne of the univerfe, by the introduc- 
tion of an imaginary fubftitute. If Chrift is the 
•* centre of all minds," the " giver of all good," and 
the " difpofer of all events," that great Being, 
whom the pious and bumble Jefus calls " his Father 

'« and 
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*< and our.FAtber, his God and our God V' i$ ^. 
mere cypher in the creation. Surely, this is paJU 
pable idolatry. And that any perfons profefl^Dg. 
the chriftian religion, with the fcriptures in their 
hands^ fhould receive a do£trine, and exemplify a 
pra£lice, fo dire£lly repugnant to the firft principle^ 
of the chrij^ian religion, and to its moft explkit pie^ 
ceptS| is a ifa^ which could hardly be credited, if 
not verified by daily experience \ . and is a xnemor^^ 
ble and much to be lamented inftance of the fafei* 
nating power of religious prejudice* 

I am> Madam^ &c» 



LETTER XVr. 

MxceHences of chri/ltanity* hiUrnal evidenct. 

Ma0AM, 

In the Qiort chapter, c. v. which fucceeds that in 
which Mr. Wilberforce treats fp much id detail 
upon what he regards as " the prevailing inadequate 
*« conceptions of praflical chriftianity," he infifte 
upon " the excellence of chriftianity in certain im- 
" portant particulars, and upon the argument which 

« refults 
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•^^ refults thence in jprbdforits divine' bngjn." And 
he here notices ** tRc confifteficy/fceTtwcehthfe lead- 
*• ing do Arihes and praifticil {Jteceg ts' of chSftiahity, 
•* p. 350, amongft eacll ' other/* Having jjlitfued 
this fubje£t a little in detail, helnehtions it &s ^* a 
•• farther excellence of the chriftfan religion, that it 
^' lets a higher value upon moral than upon intel* 
**lcftual attainment;'* p. J56- arid he concludes 
the chapter with notlcitig **'the ftrong prefamption 
^* in favour of the divine authority of the chriftian 
^* religion, arifing from the different fpecies of proofs 
•* which concur in eftablifliing it.** 

In the general fenti)nents advanced in thxa chap- 
ter, I am happy to agtee with 'the very refpfe£lablc 
author ; and the coiicluding obfervations in favour 
of the diving original of the chriftian religion, though 
not new, are juft, and placed in a ftrong and ftrilc« 
ing light. But, fo far as the obfervations concern- 
ing the mutual harmony and beneficial influence of 
chriftian doftrines and moral precepts are well 
founded, they are by no means peculiar to thofe 
opinions which are dignified with the title of ** the 
•* leading do£lrines of chriftianity ; ** but, on the 
contrary, the beauty and harmony of the chrifUan 
fcheme, of do6lrine and morals, is much more 
clearly apparent, when it is exhibited in its original 
(imple form, purified from the dregs of human in« 
Ventions. 

In reference to ^ the perfedl harmony of thi 

*• leading 
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leading dgftrincs of chrlftianity among each Gthei, i 
itr is alleged, Pv35P) ^^ ^- felfnevident, that the I 
** corrAiption of human nature, that cue rcconcir I 
*^ liation to Gkid by the. atonement. of Chrift, and | 
** that the reftoration of our primitive dignity by the 
** fanftifying influence of the . holy fpirit, are ati 
"parts of oner. whole united in clofe dependency 
**'and mutual congruity." Npw, though it may 
be allowed that th^re is. a vifiUe connexion between 
the doQrine of " natural depravity'* and the " fanc- 
** tifying influences of the fpirit," there is none be- 
tween that doftrine and the fuppofed " atonement 
** of Chrift.** : For, if God made human nature de- 
jpraved and gui^ty|: .what need could there be of fa^ 
iisfaflioa frpna another Being, to reconcile him to 
Ais own work ? . At any rate, the confiftency of 
thcfe do£lrin^$ is nothing more than the confiftency 
of error, one error naturally producing another, till 
in the end genuine chriftianity is almoft loft. Po- 
pery is a confiftent fyftem, but is it therefore true? 
Tranfubftantiation, merit, purgatory, auricular con- 
feflion, abfolution, indulgences, and prayers for the 
dead, ** are all parts of one whole, united in cloft 
*' dependence and mutual congruity ;*' but they are 
not, for that reafon, truths of the gofpel ; nor have 
the "peculiar and leading doflrines" of Mr. W. any 
better pretenfions. 

Concerning the mutual confiftency of the evan- 
gelical precepts, it is >yeU obferved, p. 352, that 

"for 
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'• for loving-kindnefs and meeknefa a folid foundar 
^* tion in laid in felf-denial, moderation, and huini*- 
" lity 5" and p. 356, ** that chriftianity, teachii^g u^ 
** not to prize human eftimation at a very high rate, 
** provides for tfie pra£lice of loving thofe whp. 
•* juftly or UBJuftly may have wounded our.charac- 
'** ter." Alfo, p. 356, "that it is another capital 
'** excellence of chriftianity, that flie values moral 
*' attainments at a much higher rate than intellec- 
** tual acquifitions." We are not, however, to coji- 
clude, that great eminence in virtue is to be attained 
by men. who are grofsly ignorant. A man may be 
a great fcholar, and a profound philofopher, with- 
out being eminently virtuous 5 but no man can rife 
to diftinguiihed moral excellence without a confi- 
derable in fight into human nature, and comprehen- 
five views of the theory of morals and the principles 
of- religion. No miftake is more frequent, nqr 
more derogatory from the dignity of morals,* than 
that of fuppofing that knowledge is not eifentlal to 
virtue. It is no doubt trite, that many weak, igno- 
rant people are as pious and' good as they know 
how to be. But no great, exalted, and eminently 
ufeful charafter was ever formed without having its 
foundation laid in a capacious and highly cultivated 
underftanding. 

It is obferved, p. 359, that ^^ the operations of the 
« holy fpirit, prompting and aiding our diligent 

" cndoa- 
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'•• endeavours, would infallibly crown our labonrs 
*' with fuccefS) and make us partakers of a ditine 
'•* naturie." It is unneceilarj here to repeat the ob- 
jeAionS) already fo frequently urged, againft the 
unphilofophical and uhfcriptnral doflrine of tbc 
holy fpirlty and his fupematurai influences ; but it 
Is particularly worthy of remark, with what propri- 
ety Mr. W. ufes the ftrong ezpreflHon of being made 
*' partakers of the divine nature *.** How afto- 
niflied would this gentleman be, if any of his read- 
ers could fo far miftake his meaning, as to fuppde 
that he intended to reprefent fincere chriftians as 
fubftantially united with die Supreme Being, par- 
taking of the fame attributes, and entitled to the 
fame honours ! Such is the error of thofe who be- 
lieve in the deity of Jefus of Nazareth, to whom 
no epithet equally expreflive of true and proper di- 
vinity is applied in the whole New Teftament. 

I am. Madam, &c« 

• A Pet. i. 4* 
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LETTER XVII. 

"in the Jiate of religion in this country^ and its import^ 
ance to us as a political community. 

Madam, 

Mr. Wilbcrforce in his next chapter, p. 364, pro- 
*eflc.s **to inquire into the ftate of chriftianity in 
^ this country, and its importance to us as a politi*. 
* cal community.'* No one can be more fully pcr- 
uaded than I am, that praftical chriftianity is of the 
ligheft importance to fociety, as it comprehends the 
noft perfeft rule of life, and fuggefts the moft effi- 
acious motives, both to private and public virtue; 
n which view, every true and enlightened friend to 
is country, whether in a private or public capacity, 
v^ill contribute to the utmoft of his power, by every 
iidicious means, to promote it. But here again 
rlr. W. unfortunately confounds his own unfcrip- 
ural fyftem with the dodrine of the Naj Tcfta- 
lent, and by this fallacious teft he forms Mi-judge* 
n6nt of the aftual ftate of religion in this country ; 
lid, as might naturally be expe£led, his conclulions 
re not more accurate than his ftandard. 

Mr. W. is incorreft when he afferts, p. 364, ** the 
^ tendency of religion in general to promote the tem- 
poral well-being of political communities.** This 
ffcrtion holds good only of true religion. Falfc reli- 
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g:3i!5, rjch as pa^nifm and popery, tend to debafe 
the public ir.Lcrlkcty and to deprare the public mo- 
rals. Such religions, indeed, fcnre as engines of 
Tate, far better than rational pietj, and Iiave there- 
fore, in ererr age, been cried up by intereded ftatef- 
rr.cn ar.i their hireling prieits; but they can qever 
be approred by the judicious friends of virtue and 
mankind. 

Mr. W. haying remarked, p. 369, that *' perfecu- 
^.tion generally tends to quicken the vigour and ex- 
^'. tend the prevalence of the opinions which flie 
'< would eradicate," argues the decline of chriftianity 
in this country, p. 370, ** from her having long been 
<* embodied in an eftablifhroent which is intimately 
** blended, and is generally and ju(Uy believed to 
•* have a common intereft, with our civil inftitu- 
** tions, which is liberally endowed, and, not more 
*^ favoured in wealth than dignity, has been allowed 
'< to exalt her mitred front in courts and parlia- 
<« ments." 

To this reprefentation, as a ftatement of fads, I 
can by nci%ieans yield my aflent. 

Pure chriftianity is fo far from meeting with pub- 
lic encouragement in this country, that it is at this 
hour in a ftate bordering upon perfecution. And 
they who have courage openly to profefs it, and to 
b^ar their public (however unafluming) teftimony 
againft prevailing corruptions, are regarded with 
fufpicioni branded with opprobrious names, and un- 

juftly 
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juftly expofed ,to public odium, as enemies to reli- 
gion and to their country. One venerable man, 
\»hofe name will ever be dear to the friends of truth 
and fcience, whofe purity of chara6!cr bids defiance 
to calumny, and whofe firtiplicity of manners indi- 
cates the corrcftnefs of his principles and the dignity 
of his mind, has, foUly for his ardent zeal fdr truth, 
and his fearlefs profeffion of genuine chriflianity, 
been compelled to feck for refuge in the tranfatlantic 
wildernefs, where, among the enlightened fages of 
a rifing empire, he has found that fafety, tranquil- 
lity, and renown, which was denied to his declining 
years by his deluded and ungrateful country, ^ 
Mr. W.'s aflertion is neverthelcfs true. *' Chrifti- 
*' anity has always thriven under perfecutions." 
The number of rational chriftians, who, reje£ling all 
human additions to divine revelation, adhere faith- 
fully to the fimplicity of truth, was never fo great as 
at prefenr. And it is ftill a progreffive caufe. May* 
it never be impeded in its courfe by the injudicious' 
fupport of civil authority 1 For I acknowledge, that 
my idea of a civil eftabliftiment of the chriftian reli- 
gion is diametrically oppofite to that of Mr. W. 

, The fyftem which he calls chriftianity, may indeed 
be ^^ embodied in an eftablifhment which is inti- 

N ** mately blended, and hath a common intereft, with 
** civil inftitutions.** But the kingdom of Chrift " is 
•' not of this world," and his doftrine (hall reign 
triumphant^ when all human fyftemsi with the au« 
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thorities which fuppoit them, flull Tanifli ^ like the 
** bafclcfs fabric of a vifion." 

The immediate tendency of a citiI eftablKhmeDt 
of religion is to obftm^l the progiefs of chriflian 
principles, and of found morals. When a fjftem, 
whether true or falfe, is once eftaUilhed, and the 
profe/noo of it is paid for out of the public purfe, 
ail inquiry is at an end. Integrity, and the love of 
truth, yield to indolence, pride, and bitter zeal 
againft thofe who attack, not the dodrines of reli- 
gion, but thofe of the public creed* An eftablifhed 
priedhood is, in its very nature, a perfecuting order. 
There has been no exception to this rule. Heathen 
and chriflian, jew and mahometan, papift and pro- 
tcftant, epifcopalian and prefbyterian, when in 
power, have all breathed the fame fiery, intemperate 
fpirit ; a few enlightened individuals only excepted. 
Men wIk) are engaged to defend an eftablifhed fyflem 
are, from that very circumilance, engaged to dif- 
courage inquiry, and to oppofe truth, unlefs (which 
is not often the cafe) truth fliould happen to be th^ 
eftabliflied do£trine. 

Mr. W. proceeds, p. 371, to exhibit an ** hypo- 
" thetical delineation*' of that (late of religion which 
might be expefl.ed to take place in a country cir- 
cumftanced like our own, and concludes, p. 376, 
with an appeal to fafts as juftifying his gloomy 
apprchenfions. ** Every where," fays he, " we 
** may adlually trace the eiFe£ls of increafing wealth 
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and luxury, in.baniftiing one by one the habits, 
" and new modelling the phrafeology,. of ftricler 
" times 5 and in diffufing throughout the middle 
'^ ranks thofe relaxed morals and diffipated manners^. 
** which were formerly confined to the higher claflos^ 
** of fociety." 

** I pity the man" (to borrow our author's own- 
words upon another occaGon) " who can travel from 
" Dan to Becr-ftieba^ and cry, It is all barren j''^ 
who, when he views' tlie moral conduct of his fel- 
low-creatures,<caR difeern nothing but depravity of 
nature, and progreffion in vice. It i» indeed truo,. 
that the mafs of mankind, in the prefentage, pay^ 
too little attention to religion^ but at what period^ 
were they more pious, and ^^irtuous, than they now 
are ? I doubt the jttftice, as well as the wifdom, of 
the eternal declamatioHi that the ^ former times 
^ were better than thefe**^ In the prefent age there 
is indeed an unufual tendency to infidelity} but it 
may juftly be doubted, whether the moral confe-* 
quences of mod<>rn fcepticifm be more injuriously 
than the old habit of implicit faith, and its ufual 
accompaniments bigotry and perfecution. Genuine 
chriftianity was, probably, never better underftood 
in this country, nor more generally, praflifed, than 
at prefent. Ferfons who conceive that religion 
confifls in antiquated phrafeology, in attachment to 
unfcriptural dodlrines and creeds, and to fabbatical 
obfervati'^ns, or in the number and length of reli- 
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gious exerclfes, will of coiirfe imagine that religion 
is now much on the decline. Bat they who place 
the eflence of chridianity in aftive benevolence, and 
habitual felf-government, from a regar<l to God^ 
and under the expedation of. a future life, may per- 
haps fee reafon to think that there is as much real 
religion nowy as formerly when there was more pa- 
rade of it. If love to God be in any degree dimi- 
niOieJy it may in part be attributed to the unamiable 
reprefentations which the popular fyftem exhibits of 
the Supreme Being. We cannot take pleafure in 
meditating upon God, nor feel proper regard to- 
wards him, till we have learned to conceive of him 
as perfectly wife, benevolent, and juft; and to re- 
gard him as bur Father, and our Friend. 

AmongA other inftances of -national degeneracy, 
Mr. W» mentions, p. 377, ** giving up to vanity and 
^< diflipation the portion of the week fet apart to the 
** fervice of religion;" and, likewife, " availing our- 
•* felves of the certainty of aq interval from public 
^^ bufinefs on a day of national humiliation, to fe- i- 
" cure a meeting for convivial purpofes " 

That perfons who are prohibited by law from 
following their ufual occupations on the Sunday, 
and who have no tafte for the fervices of religion, 
pafs that day in idlenefs and diflipation, highly pre- 
judicial to their morals, is a fa£l too obvious to be 
denied, and which every fmcere friend to virtue and 
religion muft deeply lament. And it is evidently 

owing, 
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owing, entifely, to the folly of attempting to enforce 
the fuppofed laws of God by civil fanflions. Men 
may be compelled to be idle, but they cannot be 
compelled to be good. And the natural and necef- 
fary confequence of idlenefs is vice. Without pre- 
tending to the gift of prophecy, I will venture to 
predict, that as long as the prefent injudicious lawSf 
enforcing the fabbattical obferviKion of the firft day 
of the week, remain in the ftatute-book, the national 
morals will be more corrupted on that day than 
upon all the others taken together. Happily for the 
intereft of good morals, the legiflature wifely de- 
clined to adopt a j^ropoGtion, introduced not long 
fincc by fomc well-meaniiig but ill-advifed members 
of the houfe of commons, for enforcing a ftiU 
ftriAer obfenration of the Lord's day. But the 
public mbrah will never be entirely freed from an 
unfavourable bias from this quarter, till the apoftolt^ 
cal canon becomes th^ law of the land, '^^ As onor 
f f isiai Tegiirds one day above another^ ahd another 
•* regards every day alike, let every one be fully per* 
^ fuaded in his own mind^ and freely enjoy his 
** own opinion*." 

' A religious diftinftion of days having been ex- 
l^rcfsly aboliihedby the chriftian law, no human au- 
thority hath any juft right to revive it \ much lefs 
18 any one at liberty to condemn another for devot- 

• Rom. xiv. c.. 
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ing a day to innocent cheerfulnefs, which he choofes 
to dedicate to rigorous aufterity. But this cenfo- 
rious fpirit is the natural confequence of fuch vo- 
luntary fervices. The puerile notion, that occa- 
fional abdinence from food is acceptable to God, 
any fartlier than it may be conducive to health or 
temperance ; or, that it is more agreeable to the 
Almighty that a m:^h Ihould dine upon fifli rather 
than upon ficfb, is ificonfiftent with the manly genius 
of chriftianity, and even with common fenfe. A 
national faft, therefore, is at bed an unauthorized 
and an infignificant inilitution. But if fuch a ce- 
remony is ever appointed by a body of men, wbo^ 
notorioufly dlfrcgarding all appearances of religion - 
themfelres, make ufe of it as a mere engine of ftatC} 
to fubferve their own finifter pnrpofes^ it behoves 
every one who is really concerned for the honour of 
cbriftianityi to treat fuch an inftitution with negle£l» 
as an affront to religion and decency*. 

Mr* W.'s zeal in the caufe of national deterionu 
tlon has led him, p. 378, to make the extraordinary 
and unfounded aflertion, that, ^< improvbg in almoft 

• Mr. W. takes fomc pains, in the note p. 377, to exculpate 
his fiicnd Mr. Pitt from the heinous offence of giving a dinner 
en the faft day. Our worthy author does not feeno to be aware, 
that the world is now too much enlightened to fuppofc that 
ftatcfnien are themfclves fcrious in fuch obfcrvances. The pub- 
lic ;«if fully fenfible that fafts arc intciKicd for tfie fwiniih mul- 
tlf.ide, an<l not fvi* cabinet miuif^crs* 
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every other branch of knowledge, we have become 
** lefs and lefs acquainted with chri(Hanity." Now, 
religion being a fubjeft fufficiently interefting to at- 
traft the attention of the moft intelligent and in- 
quifitive minds, it does not appear in itfelf probable, 
that religious knowledge would decline whien every 
ocber fcicnce was in a ftate of progreffive improve- 
ment. And the fafkis the reverfe of this 5 of which 
Mr* W. himfelf might have be«n convinced, had he 
read with fufficient attention the works of Locke, , 
Taylor, Peirce, Lardiier, Benfon, Jebb, W-akeficldi* . 
Branfon, Lindfey, Prieftley, and many others. He • 
3^ould there hiive founds that, by the induftry and > 
ingenuity of men of learning and integrity, innume- 
rsbie difficulties have been cleared up, and many ih« 
terpolations, omiffibns, f^lfe read ings> mi (bran fla«- 
tions, and erroneous interpretations^ which have 
laidv a foundation, for, .op haver been appealed to in 
fupport of^ various corrupt fyftems of doCtriney 
have been in the moft fatisfaSory manner correAed) 
or removed.! Tlie confequence of which is, that to > 
thofe who now devote a feribus and critical atten- - 
tion to xht fcriptures, the chriftiau dddlrine appears • 
plain, fimple^ latioina^' every way worthy pf God, 
and e(tdbli(hed uppn a bads of evidence^ internal * 
and external, whidi no fophifti^ can evade', nor • 
malignity fubvert* It would b^ inexcufable upon 
th^ heaid) not to notice the great benefit which the 
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chriflian religion has derived, in the courfe of this 
century, from tKc labours of learned foreigners, and 
particularly of thofe indefatigable critics who have 
applied their induftry and ingenuity to the forma- 
tion of a correct text of the New Teilament, by 
the collation of a great number of valuable maou- 
fcripts, ancient verfions, and quotations by the early 
chriftian writers. Araongft tbefe, the laft but not 
the Icaft meritorious is Griefbach, uliofe critical 
edition of the New Teftament in Greek is an inva- 
luable treafure to the Biblical fludent. Nor can I, 
upon this occafion, refrain from oiFering the tribute 
of refpeft and gratitude due to a nobleman^ the 
feiendour of whofe rank and talents is only ex- 
cceited by the eminence of his virtues, and his firm 
but unafTuming attachment to pure and rational 
chriflianity, for the liberal ailiilance he has aEForded 
to the learned author, to enable him to furnifti a 
more ccrreft edition of that truly eftimablc work. 
If Mr. W. had employed his time .in ftudying the 
fcriptures diligently and critically, with fuch helps 
as thefe, inftead of poring over creeds, articles, and 
homilies, the works of honeft, pious, and ufeful 
men, who in their day if ere ** burning and fliining 
*' lights," but who, juft emerging from the barba- 
rifm of the^dark ages, were deftitute of the maQy 
advantages which we enjoy for attaining fcriptiiral 
knowledge, he would not bare hazarded the extra- 
6 yagant 
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vagant pofition, that, ** improvitig in almoft cvefy 
•^ other branch of knowledge, we have become lefs 
" and lefs Acquainted with chriftianity.'* 

It is mentioned, p. 378, as a. matter of ferious 
regret, that a difpofition prevails even among ** or- 
•* thodox chriftians themfelves, to forget, the pecu* 
**^ liar do£lrin€s by which their religion is charac- 
** terized, and to regard chriftianity as a mere fyrtem 
•* of ethics;" and the reafo» alTigned, p. 381, foi 
this declenfion is, that the abufe of thefe doctrines, 
** by the fe£laries of the laft century," led^ the di- 
TUies of the eftablifhed church into a praflical ftrain 
of preaching \ " and their example having been fol- 
** lowed during the prefect century, thefe petruHar. 
^*:d'Brines have at length almoft altogether vaJiiQicA 
*' from the view." 

Of tbis.negle£l: a more probable reafbn may per- 
haps be, that men of underftanding^ beginning to 
fufpe£l the truth of the dodlrines, and not thinkine 
it prudent, or even decent, to preach againft the te- 
nets of a church of which they were 'members, and, 
frorn which they derived fubfiftence, regarded it as 
the beft and fafeft courfe, to be filent upon thefe 
topics, and to confine themfelves wholly to praftical 
f^bjefts. 

Mr. W, affirms, p. 379, that " chriftianity in its. 
<< beft days was fuch as it is delineated in his work.^ 
And in proof of this aflertion, he appeals to the 
vritkigs of* the reformers, and theif fUc'ceflbrs, istnd 
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Co the articles, boouliesy aad l iiuig; ch ckc cfaorcL 
But satvidiftaiidiiig tikis parade of ant&oritiesy it it 
a certain facl^ that gcnuioe ciirifiiaTiitT bean not 
the finalkft rdembLusce to tbat fpmious fjflcai 
which is here ofiercd to cur Tiew. The times of 
cmrrgii^ from the cornipd<His of pop err were in- 
deed ^ good days," and the men who helped foe- 
ward the neceflary work of refounaticn were, in 
general^ men of exemplary morals aad onufiul 
f nergj of mind. Bot they were not iBfallihle. It 
was not to be cxpcAcd that they (honld at once 
ftake off all the prejudices of their education. They 
left much to be done by thofe who came after 
diem ; who, enjoying the benefit cf their light, 
«iighl fee much farther than they did. God be 
praifed, ours are " Letter days" than theirs, both 
with refpe^l to light and liberty. We (ee and hear 
what '* thofe righteous men of old,** had they been 
now living, and had their advances in knowledge 
kept pace with their means of improvement, <* would 
^ have rejoiced to fee and hear, but were not per- 
Emitted*/' 

Thzt 

* At a proceftapt nooconfimmufty 1 thank MK W. for his 
fpirited proteil, p> 33^ againft the A^ of Unifbfmity^ and tEe 
ccmiequeot cjedion of rrany of the brighteft ornaments of the 
churchy in *< (hameful violation of the royal word, as well as of 
^' the clear prbciplei of juftice.*' This is the more liberal, as 
Mr* W. appears himlclf to be a zeaiws gsestber of the efiaUiihcd 
church, Baxter well de(crvci the encomiums pafled upon Us 
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That the compilers of the articles, homilies, and 
liturgy, were believers in the " peculiar doftrines-'* 
to often alloded to^ cannot be denfed^ and the au- 
thoritative impofition of fuch articles exhibits a 
melancholy proof of the inconfiftency of the early 
reformers, in attempting to fet limits to the progreCi 
cf moral and intelleAual improvement, and to 
abridge in others that right of private judgment, the 
plenary exercife of which they fo nobly and j.uftly 
challenged for diemfetves.^ 

Mr. W. affirms,, p. 38b, and perhaps truly, that 
^tfae do,<3rines he calls peculiar "wer« grievoully 
** abufed by many of the ie^bries, who, while they 
^ talked copioufly of the free grace of Chrift, and 
•* the operations of the Holy Spirit, were, by their 
** lives an open fcandal to the name of chriftian/' 
Tct Mr. W, dbes not think thefe do£lrines the lefs^ 
true, becaUfe they wereprofeffled by men of immoral 
cfaara£)fers. Let him not then be Airprifed, if ferious 
ITnitarians do not think the worfe of their principles 
becanfe they are maintained by fome who are not of 
a ferious fpirib And let him acknowledge the fal« 
lacy of judging of the truth of principles by the 
charaAers of thoie who profefs thenu 

talent? and his virtues. Mr..W. migiit have added to die lift 

of his works, abridgfcd by the late Mr. Fawcett of Kiddermin* 

Aer» his << Converfe with Qod in Solitude.** An abridgment 

of the '< Reformed Pafior '' was publi0ied fome years ago by 

Mr. Palmer of Hackney. 

j Confidering 
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Confidcring the fpirit of the prefent times, it 
difcovers a confiderable degree of liberality to fpeak 
in refpeftful terms of the diflfenting writers*. I 
cannot however entirely acquiefce in all tlie com- 
mendations bcftowed wpon them p, 3.81. Owen, 
Howe and Flavel were great and popular men in 
their day; but their works at prefent are of little 
^fe,, Dr. Evans's "Chriftian Temper'* is excellent 
for the time in which it was written, and by a judi- 
cious reader may dill be perufed with advantage. 
But it is in a great meafure fuperfeded by more re- 
cent publications, both of the eftabliflied and the 
diflenting clergy. Perhaps the beft praftical treatife 
vfi the Englifh language is Dr. Hartley's Obfcrvatiohs 
on the Rule of life, at the clofe of his celebrated 
Obfcrvaiions on Man. But even in Hartley there 
are fome exceptionable paffages, which a candid jo- 
dicious reader will eafily difcover^ and readily ex- 
Cttfe. 

•It would however have been more oooMent with genuine 
Ivberality to have avoided the ufc of the obnoxious word " fec- 
tary.** If this wojrd fignified nothing more than a diffentcr 
firom an eftablifhed church, the ufc of it would not be liable to 
obje6^ion. But it is conftantly ufcd as a term of reproach. 
The church of Rome confiftently enough brands the proteft- 
ants as re6karies, becaufe fhe claims to be the only true and in- 
fallible church. But for proteftants, whofe common and fiinda- 
■mental principle is the right of private judgment, to load each 
Cthex with opprobrious epithets for differences of opinion, b in 
the higheft dejgrce unreafonable and inconfiftent. 

u Dr. 
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Dr. Doddridge's Rife and Progrefs of Religion in 

: Soul, his fermons on Regeneration, and thofe 

the Power and Grace of Chrift,, though they 

itain feme valuable advice, are formed upon a 

• 

ry erroneous and unfcriptural fyftem, and the 
rufal of them tends to introduce a train of viGoni^ 
r fpeculatlons, and fantaflic emotions, which have' 
le connexion with rational piety. Dr. Dod- 
dge's attachment to the gloomy fyftem of calvln- 
1, or to fomething that would pafs for it, and his 
\e of popularity, ftrangely warped his judgment inf 
^ interpretation of the fcriptures, and have ren- 
red him in many inllances a- very unfafe guide ta 
tir true meaning*. 

Mr. Orton's Life of Dr. Doddridge contains ma^y 
sful fa£ls and obfervationsj it exhibits the-fjibjeft 

^ Dr. Doddridge^s Expoiitor is ia many refpe^ls 9 v^iuaiie 
rk ; the notes are ttfeful, and the Improvements are drawn 

with animation, and breathe a truly pious and benevolept 
'it. But that his judgment was bialfed in an uncommon de- 
e, in the interpretation of thofe paffages in which his ortho* 
cy might be brought into queftion, is but too apparent ta 
:ry one who- pays fufficicnt attention to this popular work, 
e inilance, out of many, occurs Rom. iii. 25. where the ex- 
:lfion propitiation is introduced, thoygh \x. is well known that 
: word, fo traaflated, has no other fcnfe in the facred writings 
n that of a Mercy-fcat. Thu^ it is that unlearned readers 

made to believe that the apoftles teach do6trines of which 
y never entertained a thought ; and fuch fpurious tenets are 
• often called « fundamt ntal tiruths^*' and ^ ^* peculiar doe« 
rines of the gofpel." 
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of the narrative as a man of a verj aAive mind, and 
a pious, benevolent heart': but it has too much the 
appearance of an attempt to delineate a chaTa£l:er, 
according to the author's idea of perfedion, beyond 
the ftandard of human excellence ; a fault common 
to mod biographers.. I 

It is held out, j>. 386, as '* a- melancholy prognoftic 
^ of ^he flate to which we areprogreflive, that ntanj 
** of the mod eminent of the literati of modem 
♦•times have been profefled unbelievers.'* The 
truth is, that many reputed philofophers, and men 
of learning in all ages, have been unbelievers ; one 
caufe of which has bee% a want of .attention to the 
evidences of revelation ; and another, the many cor* 
ryptionsof revealed.truch, which have been.miflakeo* 
for chriftian doctrines, to which men of fcnfe and < 
refle£lion could not aflent. But there has always 
been a numerous band of -men, eminent for talents 
and learning, who have appe9i;ed 4n defe^ce^ of th^ 
chriftian caufe ; and rational chtiftianity is never in 
want of a fufficient number of learned and jydicioisis ^ 
advocates* 

That an abfurd and domineering religious efta^ 
blifhment, the doftrincs of which were held in con- 
tempt by every man of fenfe and reileAion, fliouM 
have produced a great nvimber of unbelievers among 
the thinking part of the French nation, is not for- 
prifing. It is the neceffary confequence of fuch 
cftabliibments. Nor is it diffici^It <to difcover why 
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Mr. W. as a political partifan, may. think fit to 
join the feufelefs clamour againft. the French 3 as a 
nation of atbeifts. But upon what grounds, as a 
chriflian^ as a proteftant, and as one who has a& 
fumed the office of a public cenfor of the principles 
and morals of his chriftian brethren, he can juflify 
his reprefentation of the abolition of popery in 
Prance, p. 388, " as publicly withdrawing their alle- 
" giance from the Majefty of Heaven," it becomes 
that gentleman ferioufly to conftder. Every en- 
lightened chriftian mud furcly rejoice in the diflbiu* 
tion of the abfurdeft fyftem in^ich ever difgraced 
the name of religion; and, placing full confidence in 
the omnipotence of truths can entertain no appre* 
henfion> that genuine cbriftianity vrill bxSet becaufe 
it is not taken under the prote£lion of the ftate* If 
report fpeaks truey the churches in France are more 
crowded now than ^ver} and that the prefent go- 
Iremors of France are not atheifts^ is evident from 
the fpeech'of Reveilliere Lepeaux, the Prefident of 
the Hvttfkovf^ upon the anniYerfary of the founda* 
tion of the republic, on the 22d of September x 797^1 
which is a continued addrefs of thankfgiving to 
JGod for having cftabliftied a republican government 

in France*. 

Mr. W* 

• The advocates for the orthodoxy of the Britifli Cabinet will 
hardly objeft, that the prayer of the French Dire^ory is a hy- 
pocritical farce to delude the vulgar^ Yet even this would 
prove that the French in general are not a nation of athelAs, as, 

t<» 
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Mr. W,'p. ^391, in reply to the charge that 
his fyftcm is too ftriS, and that, if it were 
•* generally to prevail, the hufinefs of the world 
" could not go on,*' obferves, amongft other things, 
that " if chriftianity, fuch as we have reprefcnted ify 
•' were generally to prevail, the world, from being 
** fnch as it is, would become a fcene of general 
•* peace and profperity, and, abating the chances and 
** calamities which flefli is infeparably heir to, would 
"*' wear one unwearied face of complacency and 
*• joy.** It is indeed probable that, if even Mr.W.'s 
chridianity were to prevail, the world would hfc 
better and happier than it is; but that it wouM 
^* wear an unwearied face of complacency and joy,* 
I can never credit, fo long as aYiy correal ideas of 
juftice and benevolence fbould re;nain In the humafl 
mind. The^ftern charafter of Mr. W/s God muft 
"ever be a foiirce of arijtidty a'nd tetror, which thfc 
oppofite chataider of a fecond divine perfon couli 

to ferve the purpofes of party, they haye be^ n fo alfiduoufly «n4 

falfely reprefcnted. Reveilliere Lepeaux is a "member of the 
^Theophilaiuhropic Society — a religious community lately intro- 
duced into France, whofe common principle is a belief in the 
exiftcncc, perfection, and providence of God, and in the doctrine 
of a future life j and whofe rule of morals is, lo^re to God, and 
good will to men. This fe6i: is in a very flourifliing ftate ; hs 
profeffed principles comprehend the tfTencc of the ctiriftian reh- 
gion. Rut, not admitting the refurre6lion of Chrift, the Theo- 
philanthropies deprive themfclves of the only (olid ground on 
which to build the hope of a future cxiflence* 

never 
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never completely relieve. But all the happy confe- 
quences which Mr. W. afcribes to chrijliajniy^ as he 
reprefunts itj would certainly follow, from the uni- 
vcrfal prevalence •of the religion of Jefus, as rf/>r^- 
/inUd in the New ^ejiament, \ 

it is with equal truth and fpirit that ghriftianity 
is dcfcribcd in the following pages, as of the higheft 
advantage to political focieties, in recommending 
cirtuous indullry, in producing a benign effcft upon 
national charafter, in encouraging true patriotifm, 
and fuppreffing a fclfiih fpirit; and it is juftly ob- 
fcnrcd in the conclufion, p. 406, •* that the chrifti- 
•• anity which can produce effefls like thefe muft be 
•* real, not nominal, deep, not fuperficial." 

Mr. W. reprefents, p. 408, the " revival of vital 
** chriftianity,** which, as he explains it, is the prac- 

* . ■ ■ ■ 

tical belief of the articles, homilies, and liturgy of 
the church, as the only efFeflual means of ftrenglhj- 
ening the church cftabliftiment ; for ^'^ the anomaly 
** will not much longer be boriie, bf an eftablifh- 
*• mcntj'the a£^ual principles of the bulk of whofc 
*' members, and evfen teachers, are fo extremely dif* 
*1 ferent from thofc which it profefTes." This isr 
indeed an alarming reprefentarion, from high au- 
thority, of the danger of the church. For, few 
thinking perfons, befides the pious author of the 
Pra£tical View, expe<ft the return of fuch an age of 
darknefs, as to produce a gentral-b^elief of all that 1$ 
contained in obfolete articles, homilies, and creeds. 

I doubt 
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I doubt whether even his owxr faith^ large as it \^ 
extends quite fo far. But let Mr. Wh. be com- 
forted. The cafe may not be f9 defperate as hc^ 
imagines. He may learn^ perhaps^ from the RigSt 
Reverend Bench itfelf, and certainly from the orth* 
dox chridians of Birmingham, that there are other 
ways of fupporting an eftablifliment, betides a real 
perfuafion of the truth of its dofirincj and I ftronglf 
fufpedl, that the prelate of Rochefter would fmile at 
the honed Gmplicity of the member for TorkiUrei 
in Aippofing that a (incere faith in creeds and hom\f 
lies is at all neceflary to the permanent profperity o£ 
a national church. 

The author goes on to obferve, p> 409 : ** The 
** kind of religion which we have recommendedt 
^ whatever opinion may be entertained concerning iU 
<' truths and to fay nothing of the agency of di?ine 
*' gracci mud at lead be conceded to be the only one 
** which is at all fuited to make imprefiion upon the 
^< lower ordersi by drongly iatereding the paiBoni 
<^ of the human mind/' Who the perfons may bei 
that are fo ready to make the extraordinary concef 
Jions contained in the preceding paragraph, Mr. W. 
bed knows. I do not indeed wonder that they wh© 
believe with him, that all men by nature are "tainted 
'^ radically, and to the very core, with (in ;" ihsU; 
even the ele£l would not have been'faved, unlefs one 
God had died to fatisfy the judice and appeafe the 
v^rath of another^ and that none of the haplefs^race 

of 
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Adam can do any thing to extricate themfelves 
m the^rrctchcd condition in which their Creator 
laced them, till they are regenerated, and new-cre- 
i, by a third God, who is at the fame time one 
ithy and diftinA from, the other two; I do notj 
I lay, wonder^ that a perifbn who believes all this, and 
Bi^lio fees the great effeft which fuch ftupendous myf- 
Neries produce upon the ignorant multitude, fliould 
tnagine that fuch a religion is the only one fuited to 
Kiake impreffion upon the lower orders. But, that 
iTiy perfon admitting the divine authority of the 
.hriftian revelation, and regarding thefe do£lrines as 
irrational, unfcriptural, and ajitichriftian, fhould 
nake the conceflion here fuppofed, appears mod un«« 
iccountable and incredible. In the A£ls of the 
ipofiles we read, that at one time ^^ three thou/and 
"were converted;'* at another "five thoufand;'* 
that •* multitudes believed in the Lord, both of men 
•• and women ;'' and that " myriads of jews in par- 
" ticular profefled the chriftian faith." But cer- 
tainly a man would be much at a lofs to difcover 
thtfe "peculiar doftrines" in the apoftolical dif- 
courfes recorded in that hiftory*; and to aflert that 
they were Introduced by the apoftles in their preach- 
ing, although omitted by their hiftorian, would be a 
mod arbitrary and unwarrantable aflumption. The 
genuine dodlrines of the gofpel, which are indeed 

• Sec Dr. Toulmiu's Letters on the Pra6lical Efficacy of the 
Unitarian Do£triie. 

too 
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too Gmple and fublime to work powerfully and io- 
ftantaneoufly upon the grofs paflions of the unia-, 
formed multitude, but which, when duljr attended 
to, will flrongly intereft the bed affe£tions both of |^ 
the learned and the unlearned, will mod afluredly 
be found fuf&ciently efficacious, In the hand of Di- 
vine Providence, to accomplilh their proper efefl 
at the proper time, and they need no human addi- 
tions to render them more interefiing to the human 

paflions. 

I am, Madapi, &c« 



LETTER XVIII. 



/ 

e 



Whether popularity be a criterion of Truth, The leji 
means of oppofng Atheifm and Immorality, Staiility 
cf an FJlatUJhed Church, 

Madam, 

Our author feems to regret, p. 409, "that the 
** reign of prejudice, and even of honeft ^repoffef- 
** fion, and of grateful veneration, by which," as he 
obferves, ** almoft any fyftem may be fupported, is 
" no more." And indeed with reafon : for when 
cftabliflied prejudice, and unrcafonable prepofieffion, 
however honeft, is removed, it is much to be appre- 
hended that his " peculiar doftrines" will not long 

maintain 



f 
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^ maintain their ground. Mr. W. however, is not 
/^tbe true-born Englifhman who values his prejudices 
JP^** becaufe they are prejudices." He afligns a reafon, 
f f|ich as it is, why we (hould retain the fyftem of 
principles which we have received from our ancef- 
' tors. ** The ancients," he aflures us, p. 409, " were 
** wifer than ourfelves." Hence he infers, that de- 
ference is due to their authority in religion. And, 
admitting the premifes, the conclufion naturally fol- 
lows. But where are we to learn the faft ? Proba- 
bility is clearly on the other fide of the -queilion. 
The moderns are endued with natural powers equal 
to thofe of the ancients; they are placed in circum- 
ftances far more favourable to mental improven>ent, 
• and enjoy the benefit pf the experience of their 
predeceflbrs j it requires better evidence than mere 
unfupported aflortion, to prove that under thefq cir- 
cumftances the wifdom of the moderns is inferior 
to that of the ancients. Indeed, it is high time to 
lay afide the trite and unmeaning cant of the " wif- 
** dom of our anceftors." Their age was the in- 
fancy, ours approaches towards the maturity of the 
world. It would be equally rational for the man of 
ripenecj^underftanding to talk of the wifdom of his 
childhood* 

But if we will not bow to the wifdom of our an- 
ceftors, who "kept philofophy to themfelves, and 
** left religion for the million, as alone adapted 
** to their groflcr natures," p. 410, a triumphant 

appeal 
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appeal is made to fa£b, in proof of the fuperior ex- 
cellence of this myftical fyftem. ** Let the Socinian 
** and the moral teacher of chriftianity come forth, 
*' and tell us what effefts they have produced on the 
•* lower orders. They themfclves will hardly deny 
•* the ijiefficacy of their infhruftions." This is af- 
fuming a very lofty tone of addrcfs indeed : but by 
Trhat right, does not clearly appear; and how far con« 
fiftcnt with that humility which the author every 
where affefls, it behoves him ferioufly to confider* 
A writer who is juftly entitled to great deference 
affurcs us, that ** the day is coming which will 
** prove every man's work,*' and exhorts us ** to 
'•judge nothing before the time." He alfo teaches, 
that " it does not become the minifters of the 
** gofpel to glory." Mr. W. well knows, that 
the mod enlightened and zealous minifters of re- 
ligion have often appeared " to labour in vain, and 
" to fpend their ftrength for nought." This might 
have taught him not to judge of the truth of a doc- 
trine by the fuccefs of its advocates, even though the 
men, whom he invidioufly calls the Socinian, and 
the moral teacher of chriftianity, had been, in faft, 
as unfuccefsful as he is plcafed to reprefent them. 
I am no Socinian •, for my creed is as remote from 
that of Socinus, as it is from the " peculiar doc- 
<* trines" of Mr. W. But I profefs myfelf to be 
an Unitarian chriftian, and " a moral teacher of 
" chriftianity j'* and I can aflure the gentleman who 

takes 
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takes upon himfelf to call us to account, that I am 
not at all inclined to admit the abfolute inefficacy of 
our iniiru£iion$. It is an indubitable fadi^ whether 
Mr. W. is aware of it or not, that there are in this 
country thoufands who are not alhamed to avow 
the Unitarian do^rine, and whofe lives are as ho- 
nourable to their profeflion as if they were adepts in 
all the "peculiarities" of his creed. And there is 
reafon to believe that there are thoufands more, 
both in the church and out of it, who think with us, 
but who are deterred by fecular confiderations, and 
flie harfti fpirit of the times, from avowing their real 
principles; " loving the praife of men more than the 
" praifeof Ood*." 

Yet ftill it is alleged, that our fuccefs is as no* 
thing, in comparifon with that of thofe who teach 
the fyftera of ddftrines here recommended, and 
which is faid to have *^ proved its correfpondence 
•* with the charafter originally given of chriftianity, 
" that it was calculated for the poor, by changing 
" the whole condition of the mafs of fociety in many 
'* of the mod populous diftri£ts in this and other 
" countries." But whither does this argument 
tend ? Are the Calvinifts nearer to the truth than 
the Unitarians, becaufe they are more fuccefsful in 
making profdytes ? But the Moravians have been 
more fuccefsful than theCalvinifts; the Jefuits, than 

* Jqhn xii. 43. 

I th^ 



the MoraTuns, an^ the Mahomet a mg^ dsan alL Is 
therefore the dodrine of MsLhcmct a Tcrelatum 
from heaven ? The fuccefs of Jefcs, who was alfo 
a ^' moral teacher of chriilianity" dcring his per- 
fonal nainiflrr, was Tery inconfidcrablc: while the 
pharifees, who compafied fea and land to make a 
profelyte, had thotdands of dcrotees, cfpecialif 
among the inferior orders, who ^ daily thanked God 
^ that they were not as other men are," and who 
would hold no communion with Jefns and his difici- 
pies, but regarded them with abhorrence and coo« 
tempt, as violators of the fabbath, tranfgreflbrs of 
the law, and friends of publicans and finners. Can 
this facl be denied ? But, if admitted, what is the 
concluGon to which the author's principles will 
lead him from thefe premifes ? 

Mr. W. p. 411, exprefles his apprehenGon that 
^< the extin£iion of religion among us would be at- 
** tended with the lofs of our church eftablifliment j" 
an event in his apprehenfion pregnant with the 
V mod fatal confequences :" he hints, p. 41a, that 
it would ** greatly endanger our civil inftitutions ;'* 
and that the want of an eftablifliment " would be in 
" the higheft degree injurious to the caufe of chrif- 
*' tianity.** Upon all thefe points I have the for- 
tune, good or bad> to differ from our well-inten*' 
tiooed author. I can indeed agree with him, that 
the principles of the liturgy would rapidly decline 
when ^^ the liturgy itfelf fiiotiW no longer remain in 

. " ufc-'* 
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•^ ufe.'' But I am far from thinking that the *^ cx« 
" tinfllon of religion," if fuch a cafe could be fup- 
pofed, would neceflarily entail the ruin of the cfta-* 
blifliment. Interefted priefts, and crafty ftatefmen, 
urill continue to fupport a religious eflablifliment 
which anfwers their private and political purpofes, 
at the fame time that they hold its doftrines in con- 
tempt. The idolatry of pagan Rome fubfifted in 
fplendour long after the declaration of one of its 
moft enlightened ftatefmen*, *^ that he wondered 
*^ how augur could meet augur without laughing,'* 
And the authority of pap^l Rome was never more 
triumphant than when its fovereign pontifFf , upon 
the receipt of an immenfe treafure, unwarily ex- 
claimed, " How lucrative is this fable of Jefus 
<* Chrift ! " Nor have modern ftatefmen been defi- 
cient in imitating the " wifdom of the ancients, in 
'^ confining philofophy to themfelvcs, and in leaving 
" ^religion for the grofler capacities of the million,'* 
The pcrfecuting adminiftration, which, foon after 
the commencement of this century, difgraced the 
clofmg yeats of an unhappy devotee, were not fuf- 
pe£i;ed of being very ftrongiy attached to the doc- 
trines of that church, which, from interefted views^ 
they fupported by every niiode of opprcffion ftiort of 
the faggot and the wheel. 

There are, however, many who think that if the 

• Ci€«rD. t Leo X, 
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chvTch dUbHflnnest iliotiL! be diflbSred, our drQ 
conit:totioG, if adniiniftan! with wifikm aasd jaf- 
ticc, would noc be in tbc Icaft er^daagcicd. At anj 
tzze, wbaterer becomes of hmnan cftahlifliracnt% 
ciril or ecclcfiaftical, tbc dnixch of Qnift is founded 
upon a Tock^ and will remain firm and nnimpaurcd. 
. And though Htnrgies and creeds may £dl into dif- 
ufe, the do£lrine of the fciiptores wifl continne as 
long as thofe trulr ^ ineiHmabk * iccords of the 
chriftian religion (haU fabfift. 

French principles feem to haant Mr. W.'s mind 
almoft as much as they did that of Edmund Burke ; 
and p- 419* he reprefents ^' the prerakncc of cvan- 
** gelic^ chriilianity,*' by wluch he no doubt means 
his own fyflem of *' peculiar doflrines," as the beft 
•* antidote for the malignity of their ▼enom,*' and 
the mod efficacious means of *^ reviving the fainting 
^caufe of morals.'' But the only way to oppofe 
atheifm and infidelity with fuccefs, is by difcarding 
all abfurdity and myfticifm from religion; by Ihew- 
ing that genuine chriftianity maintains nothing in- 
confident with good fenfe ; that the dodrines it 
teaches are fuch as approve themfelves to the moft 
enlightened under landings; that the pra&ice it en- 
joins is eminently beneficial to individuals and to 
fociety; and that ihe hopes which it infpiresare in 
the highcft degree cheering and confolatory, and 
tend in the moft diredt and powerful manner to 
elevate the chara£ler and to purify the heart. 

As 
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V 

As a farther recommendation of this "chriftianity 
•* of our better days," as Mr. W. ftyles it, he adds, 
p. 420, " that the teachers of thefe doftrines are 
** perhaps without exception friendly to our eccle- 
** fiafticaland civil eftablilhments; and confequently 
** that their inftruftions and influence tenddireftly, 
" as well as indireftly, to the maintenance* of the 
** caufe of order and good government." If by this 
aflertion be meant no more than that men paid by 
the ftate, to teach the religion of tlie flate, are in 
general thp zealous fupporters of that governTneiit, 
and of that religion, which fupports them, the af- 
fertion is neither new nor marvellous. It has been 
the pradice of priefts of this defcription, in all ages, 
coaatries, and religions. But it is no proof, nor 
even the flighteft prefumption, that the dofirine fo 
fupported is true. But if Mr, W. wiihes to infinu- 
ate, that the oppofers of his unfcriptural do£lrines 
are not as valuable and peaceable members of the 
community as thofe who hold them, the infinuation 
is unfounded and illiberal ; highly unbecoming his 
charadler as a chriftian, however it may ferve his 
purpofe as a political partifan. 

Amongft other means of reviving his '* chrifti« 
** anity of better days,'* Mr. W. p. 421. preffes an 
attention to this fubjefl. on " the dignitaries of the 
" facred order," and cxpreffes his approbation of 
feme '^ who have already founded the alarm, juAly 

I 3 ** cenfuring 
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•' ccnfuring the praclicc'of fuflcring cliriftianity to 
** degenerate to a mere fyftem of ethics, and re- 
•• commending more attention to the peculiar doc- 
" trincs of our religion." Here I prefume that he 
alludes to Hp. Horfley, who fuggefted this advice to 
the clergy of the diocefe of St. David*s. This vene- 
rable prelate has his " peculiar dowtrxnes,'* too, as 
well as Mr. W. which ** whoever docs not receive 
•* fliall without doubt perifli everlaftingly !** And 
it mud be highly edifyidg to an audience of Cam* 
brian fieafants to hear " how the Father produced 
** the Son by contemplating his own pcrfedions* j** 
and being either unable, or unwilling, to produce 
any .more Sons in the fame Way, he, together with 
the Son, (for this is the doftrinc of the Romifli 

* " The jcxiftcnce of the Son flows neceiTarily from the Di- 
*« vine intelled exerted in itfeif : from the Father's contcinpla* 
•* tion of his own perfedtions. But as the Father ev^r was, his 
" perfe6lions have ever been, and his intelleft has been ever 
<• a6livc. But perfections which have ever been, the ever a6live 
•* intelkft muft ever have contemplated, and the contemplation 
" which hath ever been, muft ever have been, accompanied with 
" its juft effe£t, the pcrfonal exifttnce of the Son." This ridi- 
culous jargon, the learned prelate fays, " feems to be founded in 
•* fcripturc,*' and it makes one of the " peculiar dodtrines'' of 
his gofpel. And a very peculiar do6trine indeed it is; fufficient 
to overthrow every pretence to divine authority in any bock 
in which it is contained, and in any fyftem in which it is in- 
cluded. S«c Horfley 's Tcjifts, p. ss* 

church 
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church for which this truly catholic Prelate exprefles 
a ftrong predileftipn*), produced the holy Ghoft> 
who proceeded from them both, as the fchoolrtieii 
aflure us, not by generation, but by Jpiratiofif. . 

* The Nicene fathers maintained that the Holy Ghoft pro* 
ceedcd from tlfc Father only: but the divines of the Romifli 
communion afterwards difcovered that the Son was equally coa* 
ccmed with the Father, in the pYoafJpon of the Holy Ghoft j and 
notwithftanding the violent oppofition of the Greek church, they 
have foil^ed his name into the ^icene Creed, where it maintains 
its place with the fame confidence and juftice with which the 
ctlcbraied heavenly witntffes keep their itation, i jotm ^. 7, 
that 13, in open defiance oF all evidence and decency. 

The partiality of this right reverend Prelate to' the papal 
church appears in his circular letter to the clergy of his Welch 
diocefe ; where fpeaking of the Romifli emigrant priefts, he fays, 
'* However they may differ from us in certain points of do6trine, 
•♦ difcipline, and external rites, they are neverthelefs our bre- 
** thren, members of Chrift, children of God, heirs of the pro- 
" mifes ; more near and dear to us in truth than fome who, af- 
** fe6ting to be called our proteftan; brethren, have no other title 
" to the name of proteftant than a jew or a pagan.'' And be- 
caufe thcfe perfons ** profclfing to receive our Lord as a 
" teacher," helitateto admit the bifliop's ** peculiar do£trines" as 
revealed truths, and arc generally advocates for civil and reli- 
gious liberty, this chriftian Prelate, in the true fpirit of an in» 
quifitor, denounces them as " endeavouring to propagate in this 
*« coutitry thofc treafonable and atheiftical notions" which he 
fays *• have done fo much mifchief in France." Thus, wirti fome 
men, calumny fupplies the place of argument. 

f See Doddridgc*s Theological Le6lurcs« Prop. 130, §4: 
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ofTicJous zc«£ in t£ic cauiic cf ort&odoxT. and the 
tf uly origin^ <!ifcoTcrics he has cude in the fcicnce 
of thcclogj, h^s been nifcJ firoai the humble ^ couch 
•' of 2rcr.:d:acon2l preferment " to " exaic his mitred 
'* front in courts and parixaments,'' appears to be 
no mean proficient in the- ** wifdom of the ancientSj 
** who confined philcfophy to the fchoots of the 
'^ learned, while thej kept up for the million a fjfiem 
^' of itW^xoxif fucb as it v/aj, as alone adapted to their 
*^ groffirr natures.'* Amongft other curious articles, 
he has difcorered, in the writings of TertuUian, an 
eminent chriftian father of the fecond century, that 
the " majority of believers,** in his time, were mere 
" idiots*." Readers, not fo perfpicacious as the 
Biftiop of Rochefter, have generally conceived the 
fcnfe of the paffagc to be, that the majority of chrif- 
tians, of that age, being plain unlettered men, zeal- 
ous for the divine Unity, warmly rcfifted the Trini- 
tarian doflrine, which feme philofophic chridians 
were then endeavouring to introducef. But Tertul- 

■ 

♦ Horflcy's Tra6\s, p. 17c. 

+ Dr. Clarke thus tranfiatcs this cekbrated paflT.igc in Ter- 
tul lian. ** The unlearned people, \\\\w\\ are always the greatcft 
** |)art of believers, arc frightened at the noiion of the axorvjmy, 
*» (i. c. tlic IVinity); and pretending that we teach two or three 
«• (f(Kls, bnt that thty are tiic worfliipptrs oftlic one God, thcv 
•< prr|)crii;illy cry out, Wc hold fad the Monarchy.'* — Dr. Clarke 
gw the Irinity, p. 117. 

lian. 
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Han, who wrote in Latin, here ufes a word of Greek 
extradlion ; and the learned prelate, being ** pretty, 
" much at home in the Greek language," affures us, 
that the word can mean neither more nor lefs than 
idiots. And no doubt, by parity of reafon, the ma- 
jority of believers, are "idiots," to this day, in his' 
lordfliip's eftimation. And idiots indeed they mull 
be, if they can implicitly admit all the jargon, and 
abfurdity, which he and others have held forth as- 
" peculiar doftrines" of divine revelation. Thanks 
be to God, the age of " darknefs is pafling away,i 
and the true light now fliineth*." 

I am, Madam, &c. 



LETTER XIX. 



. Ohfervations on Mr* W^s PraFtical Hints to various 

Jkfcriptions of per Jons. 

to 

- Mai>am', 

|t In the feventh chapter, to which we now proceed^ 
: ** pra£lical hints are fuggefted to various defcrip- 
\ ^ tions of perfons," and the fediion with which it 
' opens contains many valuable remarks which doj 
: great credit to the piety and benevolence of the au- 



f I JohD| ii. $• 
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fhor, but which are a]fo blended with fome ob&rva* 
tions liable to jufl animadverGon'. 

Mr. W. begins> in p. 423, with telling the '^btilk 
" of profefTed chriftians, that the difference between 
^* them and true believers is of the moft fcrious and 
" momentous account, and that their chriftianity is 
•' no chriftianity." Now, if this charge means no 
more than that nominal chriftians are not real chrif- 
tians, the obfervation is true, but too obvious to be 
introduced with fo much parade. But if it be meaot 
that no chriftianity is genuine which does not in- 
clude what he calls " the peculiar doftrines," wc 
beg leave, for reafons already largely ftated, to dc- 
mur to his authority. 

The duty of fcif-inquiry, which is ftrongly urged 
p. 424,1s doubtlefs of fufficient importance to dc- 
ferve ail our attention, and we are with great pro* 
priety warned againft " our natural pronenefs to 
*• think too favourably of ourfelves." But there is 
nooccafioii to have recourfe fo the linfcriptural and 
unphilofophical notion of the *' corruption of hu- 
*' man nature," to account for the difpofitipn which 
generally prevails ** to over-rate our good qualities, 
•• and to overlook or extenuate our defefts.** A lit- 
tle acquaintance with the theory of human nature 
will fufficiently account for the exiftence of felfifh- 
nefs, without fuppofing it to be innate, or derived by 
inheritance from our fallen anceftor* 

What 
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• What is advanced, p. 426, upon *' the fources of 
' ** the erroneous eftimates we form of our religious 
** and moral chara<flcr," and particularly concerning 
the danger of miftaking " outgrowing, or merely 
" changing, our vices for forfaking of all fin," is in 
general highly proper, and deferving of ferious at- 
tention, as are alfo the remarks, p. 432, upon tl\c 
fubje£l of " uncharitablenefs and true charity ;** 
and I agree entirely in the obfervation, that it is 
" no true chanty to countenance men in their vices/* 
Mr. W. juftly remonflrates, p. 436, agaiiift ap- 
plying the epithets '* innocent and good-hearted** 
to thoughtlefs and diflipated young perfons of either 
fex. But his arguments would have been equally 
forcible, if he had not loaded them with the unfcrip- 
tural do£trines of original fin% and the fupernatural 
** operations of divine grace." If, however, any 
perfons are ** decent, fober, ufeful, refpeftable mem- 
" bers of the community, and amiable in the rela- 
" tions of domcflic life," p. 408, it does not become 

* Mr. W. exhorts fuch perfons ** to remember that they 
** are fallen creatures, born in Jin,'* The only paflagc in the 
New Te(Van»ent where this phrafe occurs, is John ix. 34. whero 
the phanfees charge the man who was born blind with being 
, ** altogether born in fm?,*' in direct contrairf6J:lon to our Lord's 
own declaration, ver. 3, in reply to a qi'eftion upon the cafe, 
propofcd by his difciples, ** Neither did this mm fin, nor his 
•* parents." It is pUin, ther'efore, that a pharifaic tradition is 
here inculcated by our author as an evangelical tru^, and diat 
ia oppolition to the authority of Chrift, 

16 tis 
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US to pnmomice, tbai tiicj ar not troc cbrifbixis* 
At to the pluafcsy " bom again,** ** putting off tbe 
^ old inax^" and the 1^^^ thcj refer vfaoCy, as we 
bare often obferred, to tbe conrcrfioa of bigoted 
jews, or of idolatrons beatbcn, to tbe faiib o( Chxiftr 
and are oerer ufed to defcribe any moral procefs in 
tbe minds of thofe who have been educated in chrif- 
tian principles. It mall bowerer be conceded, that 
mere decency of behariour wkboat p'cty, benero- 
lence, and felf-govemmcnt, is not fufficieat to con- 
flitute genuine chrlftianiry. 

Tbe advice, p. 44 1, to thofe who wiih to become 
true chriHians, contains much that is TaluaUe % but, 
I am ferry to £iy, ftill more that is injudicious, ex- 
ceptionable, and unfcripturaL Let fuch perfons 
meditate, let them pray, let them examine themfclves, 
let them refolve, let them watch, let them ceafe to 
do evil, and learn to do right; let them dedicate all 
their faculties and powers to the fcrvicc of God. 
All this is well. But, why muft they afcribe their 
reformation to fupernatural " workings of the divine 
" fpirit ?" What is the meaning of praying to God 
** for Chrift's fake, and in reliance on his media- 
<* tion?" and where is the warrant for fo doing? 
Where do the fcriptures teach them to " labour to 
" become deeply imprefled with a fenfe of their own 
«< radical blindncfs and corruption V and that, above 
all, they are " to contemplate that ftupendous truth, 
« the incarnation and crucifixion of the f on of God ? 

«*or 
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^* or to eftimate the guilt of fin by the coftly fatif- 
** fa£lion which was required to atone for it ?" All 
thefc imaginary confiderations, which have no foun- 
dation in reafon, or in fcripture, tend to bewilder 
the underftanding, to check the progrefs of rational 
and manly piety and virtue, and to introduce a fyf- 
tem of fantallic feelings, which have no foundatioa 
in the truth of fadts, and which contribute nothing, 
to virtuous pradlice. 

Very wife and proper, in my opinion, are the re- 
peated cautions fuggcfted, p. 444, not to over- rate 
*^ human eftimation." But to a perfon who habitu- 
ally regards himfelf as afling under the eye of 
God, the additional motive, of an imaginary *^ afTem* 
** blage of invifible fpediators," is totally unnecet 
fary. It is like bringing in human creeds to im- 
prove the gofpel doftrine 5 human cftablrfhments, to 
fupport the church of Chrift ; and the fatisfadiion 
of a mediator, to appeafc the anger of an infinitely 
merciful God. 

As Mr, W. never defines humility, it is difiicult 
to know in what fenfe he ufes the word. If it 
means a juft view of a man^s own imperfe£lions, it 
cannot appear to any perfon *' a paradox, that in 
•* proportion as the chriftian grows in gracc,^ he 
•* grows alfo in humility,'* p. 446. For this is no 
more than faying, that in proportion as men advance 
in virtue, they advance in felf- knowledge, and be- 
come more fenfible of their frailties and imperfec- 
tions. 
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1 iic toll c-f nooLzzil c'T.hbksn arc uai, p. 449, 
to ^ kr.ov nofbiag cf chn;:^a3i:y bat » a ffftrm of 
^ rcixutn^h^ »^ t^''Cir notion ci chri^sn pra^Hce 
is flr/rr.i' z^d, •* 25 (ti%\ie^ bafe, and c::crccn2rT-'* 
Jsvit, at •/..-: voai K^bbiu arc to be attained, not by fu- 
\*%tujk* s:4L. '\„2j*:r.cs, but hj a flow and gradual, asd 
fof/.ttirri'; ;i dwTicuIt knd painful prcccfi, I car net 
tf.if i< fo !.'4'<::y of t:*ofe vhe, from a fcnfc of duty, 
c^j^fiV i;*rrfif':ivc5 unlawful gratincations to which 
th';y arc incii.'icd, though they fall (hort of thofc ex- 
alt'-rl (\i'Ard(}"T^, whofe edabiiilicd habits of virtue 
• ripkr tlicm fupcrior to temptation. In one I fee 
tljr; t o»rjfiicnccrncnt, in the oiher the maturity, of a 
virriiouu courfc ; and the firll dawnings of rcforma- 
linri mr not to be dcfpifcd bcc^ufe they <io not, at 
i;ti<f*| hiird forth into the fpiendour, or attain the 
flr44lincf«»i of ihc perfect day. 

I wonder not at the puins which Mr. W. takes, 

^ 4S2, 
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p. 452> to repel ^* an objeflion comrpon,'* as he fays, 
" in the mouths of nominal chriftiahs, that his reli- 
** gioiY wears a gloomy and forbidding afpe<9:.** And 
all that he fo eloquently urges in defence of his own 
fyftem of chriftianity, is certainly true of the gfenu- 
iae religion of the gofpel. Happincfs Is the ulti- 
mate end of all the requifitions and the reftraxnts 
of virtue, nor is any gratification prohibited, but 
what is inconfiftcnt with a fuperior and more per- 
manent good. And I doubt not that many well 
meaning perfons, even upon Mr. W.'s principles, 
have enjoyed much confcious fatisfa£lion and de- 
light. But, whatever may be faid to the contrary, it 
18 not poffible that fuch a fyflem fhould not be oc- 
cafionally produftive of many very painful fenfations 
in a benevolent and refle<fling mind,becaufe it re- 
prefents the God and Father of the univerfe as a 
Tyrant. And though the introdu£lion of a fecond 
God, wiiofe attribute is perfect benevolence, may 
relieve the imagination, and, as appears in the work 
before us, and in others of the fiime ftam^^, may 
chiefly occupy the thoughts and afFeclions of chrif- 
tians of this perfuafion, and may even fet a believer 
^t reft with refpedl to his own perfonal fafety ; yet 
this fecond -Being ooes not operate as fo complete a 
negative upon the chara£ler of the firlt, birt that a 
ferious and benevolent mind . will, at times, be 
greatly fliocked to think of the mafs of mankind as 
doomed to eternal mifery, becaufe of that natural 

depravity 
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depravity which they could not he^, and which He 
who made them, g&Te, and would not heal ; and the 
contemplation of fuch a Being mu(t often fill the 
mind with anxious mifgiTings, and with (caret ter- 
rors. Thefe however are alleviated in feme degree^ 
by entertaining good hopes concerning their own 
ftate, by thinking as little as poffible upon God^ and 
by dwelling continually, as it is known that per- 
fons who hold thefe principles dO) upon the excel" 
Uncles and graces of that imaginary fecond perfon^ 
who favcs them from the ^^ fury " of the firft. 

This, in the language of Mr. W. p. 4589 is placing 
a *' firm confidence in the unceafing care and kind- 
*' nefs of a gracious Saviour^" and^p. 459, relying, 
upon '* the aflured mercy of the Redeemer/' But 
it is, in truth, as I have before obferved^ a fpecies of 
chrifiian idolatry, from which the chriftian law re* 
quires that we (houldj with the utmoft caution^ ab» 
fiain. 

I am, 

Madam) &c* 



LETTER 
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•LETTER XX. 

Mr. WilberforceU Advice to Believers and to 

Sceptics* 

. Madam, 

iVlR. Wilbcrforce has claffed in the fame feftioir 
his Advice to Sceptics and to Unitarians. I will 
take the liberty to correft his diftribution 5 and in 
this letter I will take into confideration the advice he 
addreffes ^ to fome who profefs their full aflent ta 
'< the fundamental doflrines of the gofpel," (that is,' 
wbofe opinions coincide with his own,) and that 
which he addrefles to *< fceptics,"^— or, in plain lan- 
guage, to thofe who believe too much, and to thofe 
who believe too little. 

His advice to believers is contained in his fecond 
fe£lion, p. 461 5 and he "warns thefe men, firft, 
" p. 464, to beware left they be nominal chriftians 
•* of another fort." It is not eafy to underftand this 
diftinftion between different forts of nominal chrif- 
tians. I am unwilling to believe, what neverthelefs 
the author's language feems to imply, that, in 
Mr. W.'s opinion, the firft ^nd moft fundamental 
error is a mifapprehenfion of chriftian doftrine, and 
that the next and more venial one is a defe£l in 
chriftian praftice. His words are thefe, p. 461 : 
** In a former chapter we largely inGfted on what 
** may be termed the fundamental pradical error of . 

"the 



lis A r^j-^^^ if l£r,W\je^fr^^Trxs±L 



■* V* -.■: T. 1 -. -, :1; ^i.'zril Lli --rrlf^ fsr ihc 
•* :t- ',.-.-.-. if : ,r cimr^ti ricr?, itc fcr the 

nc icc», rxat " wciiC wc aums la tec jly place 
" rv :r.:-, ve muft a: r^ fisie t:-x:c guard agaisii & 
« p:i:ic*I mift&kc of anstUr kind. Tcsre arc not a 
•* f';v/ wh.0 fatufy lacnifsiTcs with what may b« 
•* ter T.cd general cLriiUaaity ; who fed general 
*' j.cr* hence and buisuiationj but who ncgleck that 
'^ vigilant and jealous care with whiwh they {hould la« 
•* Lour to extirpate every particular ccrruption,** &c. 

I do not tlien mifreprefent cur aurhor, when I 
flatc }ilm as teaching that mirvjonception cf chriftian 
doilrinc i:> the " fundamental prai^tical error" of 
the prcfcnt day; ;ind I have miRaken the whole 
tenor of his book, if he does not mean to reprefent 
thi.'> fundamental error as inconfiftent with the fai- 
vat ion of thofc v/lio hold it. Ic is indeed difficult to 
brlicvc, tlut, in this enlightened and inquifitive age, 
a ni;in of Mr. W.'s rank, talents, and chara£);er can 
i\nt,tt\ to dcilru£lion all thofe wife and good men 
who Imvc doubted, or rejedled, his ftrange unfcrip- 
lural do^.lvincs. If this be the religion the pleafures 
of which he enjoys with fo high a relilh, I, for one, 

do 
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^ tiot ** envy him his feelings.** As tQ the reft> 
^hat he advances in this fefkion, allowance being 
Inade for his aflumcd principles, is very juft. The 
ehriftian religion requires the abfolute renunciation 
of every vice, and the praftice of every virtue. It 
is the indifpenfable duty of all to exercifc the grcatcft 
vigilance, and to fet a fpecial guard againft thofe 
vices to virhtch) in their refpediive circumftanceSf 
they are peculiarly expofed. 

Mr. W. now proceeds to " addrefs fomc brief 
•* obfervations to fceptics,'* p. 467 ; and what hd 
advanc<38 uppn t^is head appears to me, in the nriain^ 
jlift) aod 4eferviog of very ferious attention. It \% 
a fajr quedion which Mr. W. propofes to unbe** 
lievers, "whether, if chriftianity be not in'theijf 
" eftimatiou true, there is not at lead a prcfump- 
" tion in its favour, fufiicicnt to entitle it to a ferioui 
*' examination, from its having been embraced, upon 
*' full inquiry, by Bacon and Milton, and Locke and 
**. Newton." And again, p. 468, "Can the fceptic 
" in general fay with truth, that he has either pro- 
*.' fecuted an examination into the evidences of re- 
** velation at all, or at leafl with a ferioufnefs and 
** diligence in any degree proportioned to the im- 
" portance of the fubjeft ?" 

I will beg leave, by the way, to obferve, that 
neither Locke nor Newton, who are here fo de- 
fervedly celebrated for their rational and firm at- 
tachment to the chriflian reiigipni were believers in^ 

what 
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mfia: arc (likd thrcuz!ioct tlic Praaicil View, 

•• tl'it ptcuiiar doclnncs of the gofpeL* Tlierc is 
grcit reafGn to believe that Sir Ifiic Newton was a 
proper Uniiarikn*, as it is certain that his friend 
Ilopton Ha^rnes alfo W2f. As to Mr. Locke, he 
wa: the father of rational criticifai. It is he wbO| 
bjr introdocing the wife and happjr method of mak- 
ing the fcriptures their own interpreters, has taught 
us the true meaning of thofe fignratiTC ezpreflioiUi 
upon which the men who only derive their know- 
ledge of chriftianity from catediifms and creeds 
build their crude and unfcriptural fyfiems. Mr. 
Locke was a man of extraorcUnary genius and ta» 
lents, great in the departments of metaphyfical, 
moral, and political philofophy, but greateft of all 
in the interpretation of the fcriptures, to which he 
devoted the latter part of his life. I will venture to 
fay, that no perfon will ever underftand the epifto* 
lary parts of the New Teftament, who does not read 
them in the method which Mr. Locke recommends 
in the introduction to his own excellent commen- 
tary on the epiftles. But this requires a degree of 
attention and mental exertion, which few are able, 

'^ Mr. Hayncs aflured a friend, " that Sir Ifaac Newton did 
*' n'»t believe our I^ord's pre-exiftence; and that he much la- 
** incntcd Dr. Clarke's embracing Arianifm ; which optRion he 
** fi.:irtd had bjen, and ftill would be, if maintained by learned 
•* men, a great (jbftrud^ion to the progrefs of chriftianity." ■ ■■ 
Iljync;» on the Aiiributcs of God, preface, p. £i. 

and 
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aod.f ewet ftill are willing, to apply. It is much 
eafier- to quote texts as apophthegms, in the fcnfe 
impofed upon them by creeds and homilies, than 
to refle£t, compare, and inveftigate for ourfelves. 
Mr. W. profeffes, and no doubt fincerely, to value 
the fcriptures highly ; and I am perfuaded that, if 
he would teftify his regard by ftudying them in Mn 
Locke's method, he might, even yet, be gradually in- 
troduced into their true fenfe and meaning. But with 
him it would be a work of time, labour, and felf- 
denial; for the cloud of prejudice which hangs over 
his mind would with great difficulty be difpelled. 
I do not mean to fay that all Mr. Locke's interpre- 
tations are juft 5 but he has fupplied us with the 
true key to fcripture criticifm, which thofe who 
fucceed him, affifted by his previous labours, may 
ofe to more advantage than he himfelf has done. 
Of this we have a remarkable inftance in Dr. Tay- 
lor's judicious commentary on the epiftle to the 
Romans, and the admirable Key which he has pre- 
fixed to it; in which he explains, and amply con- 
Grms, the principles of interpretation before ad- 
vanced by Mr. Locke. And the fucceflbrs of Dr. 
Taylor, treading in the fame fteps, and taking ad- 
vantage of his improvements, may advance ftill 
farther in the fame road. In comparifon with fuch 
truly profound and inftrudlive works, how fuper- 
ficial and trifling are fome popular expofitions, in 
whichj 'through the force of prejudice, ignorance of 
• ; ' ^ the 
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« together viri rrsfsricci ird rrrT?QesM cccccp- 

<* tTJ-c» 2::d fs:»i2s:c:::zl tcacrs of dhnfUaiitT" 
And it! pTOgrcii is prctiy zccnruelT trac^ ia * the 
** cafe cf rour^z men of ceciidcn, bred cp 2xnoi^ 
•* norr.ir.i* chrirtiaai." Mr.W. p. 473, dezues, " that 
^ tlie Incre^ic o£ infcellrT in our own davs, is in 
<* Cffi,ic<{\xt:\cc of the reafonings of the inSdel wri- 
<* icrs having been much liudied, but from the pro-. 
*< ;'/':!% of luxury, Lnd the decay of morals ; and fo 
** far as thi^ increafe may be traced at all to the 
"work, of fccptical writers, it has been produced 
*^ not by argument and difcuffion, but by farcafms, 
<* and points of wit, which have operated on weak 
•^ mlndft." And he aflerts, with a confidence not 
fuHicicntly founded on fad, that " the literary op- 
*« pofrrs of chriftianity, from Herbert to Hume^ 
*« have been fcldom read." He adds, " Their very 
*• nanic» would be fcarccly found, if Leland had not 
** prcfcrvcd them from oblivion." I fufpefi that 
the woriliy author is in this inftance under a miftake, 
mh\ thill the fubtlc and plaufible objections of Bo- 

7 lingbroke 
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lingbrokc and Hume are more read, even^t prefent, 
than the fenfible and folid, but dull and verbofc^ 
replies of Leland. 

I (hall conclude this letter with ftating, briefly, 
what appear to me fome of the principal caufes of 
modern infidelity, i. The fir ft and chief is an un- 
willingnefs to fubmit to the reftraints of religion, 
and the dread of a future life, which leads men to 
overlook evidence, and to magnify objeftions. 
2. Thc^palpable abfurdities of creeds generally pro- 
fejdcd by chriftians, which men of fenfe having con- 
founded with the genuine doftrines of revelation^ 
they have rejefted the whole at once, and without 
inquiry. 3. Impatience, and unwillingnefs to pcr- 
fevere in the laborious talk of weighing arguments 
and examining objeflions. 4. -Fafiiion has biafled 
the minds of fome young perfons of virtuous charac* 
ters, and competent knowledge, to rejeft revelation^ 
in order to avoid the imputation of fingularity, and. 
to efcape the ridicule of thofe with whom they dc- 
fire to aflbciate. 5. Pride, that they might at an 
cafy rate attain the charafter of philofophers, and 
t>{ fuperioriry to vulgar prejudice. 6. Dwelling 
upon difficulties only, from which the moft rational 
fyftem is not exempt, and by which the moft can- 
did, inquifitive, and virtuous minds are fometimes 
entangled. 

The mafs of mankind, who never think at all, 
but who admit without hefitation ^* all that the 

" nurfc 
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hecoiR€ Ccezv.cv, Lri ccizr^ die wrcie cLii ck ii=- 

or leii, epon tLe la^e^ ; asd 2S pei&bKi of &me 
kldom diiczrd 2t occe all Ac pciaipfrs in viuca 
thejr hare iieen cdcciird, it is cot voodczfmi that 
many who begin vith the higbeft offAodozy pais 
throogh different fiages of their creed, diufni i ng an 
article or tiro in ererr fiep of char piog i ci s, tzD at 
lengthy wearj of their laboor, and doc kmamiDf 
where to fix, thej rejecl it altogether. This» to a 
fuperficial and timid obferrer, appears to be an ob- 
Jeclion to freedom of ioquirr; for no pcribn begin- 
ning to inquire can or ought to fay where be will 
ilop« But the fincere friend to truth will not be 
difcouraged : for without inquiry truth cannot be 
afccrtained ; and if the chriftian religion (hrinks 
from clofc examination in this bold and inquifitive 
age, it mud and it ought to fall. But of this ifiue 
I I)9ve not the fmalleft apprehenfion. Genuine 
cliriftianity can well bear the fiery trial through 
which it 16 now pafling ; and while the drofs and 
the rubbifli are confumed, the pure gold will re- 
main uninjured, and will come forth from the fur- 
nace with increafed luftrc. 

I am, 

Madam, &c. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XXI. 

^nknadverfions upon Mr. Wilherforcis account of the 

Unitarians. -^Concluji&n. 

Madam, 

X H £ profpeft of reft after the toil of a journey 
is not more pleafant to the weary traveller^ than to 
me, and probably to my readers, k the nea,r approach 
of the conclufion of my talk. I requeft indulgence 
therefore but for one epiClIe more; and then, " having 
" completed my ftrain, I will return to, obfcurity*.'* 
Mr. W. proceeds, p. 476^ to animadvert upon the 
Unitarians \ and firft, he apologizes to his orthodox 
reader, p. 47S> for "conceding the term to the clafs 
" of perfons" who maintain the proper humanity of 
Chrift, Mere words are never worth a difpute •, and 
if the worfhippers of three, or of three hundred,equal, 
infinite fpirits choofe to call themfelves Unitarians, 
they have my free confent, provided they allow; me 
to ufe the word in what appears to me to be its pro^ 
per fenfe, and to apply it to that defcription of per- 
fons to whom alone, in my judgnient, it belongs. 
A Unitarian^ according to the idea which I annex to 
the term^ is one who does not afcrihe to a derived Being 
4sny attributes^ .worts, or honours^ which reafon and re^ 

• Explcbo numcrum, reddarquc rencbris. 
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veiation appropriate to God. He therefore is not i 
Unitarian, in the proper fenfe of the word, who 
icither receives Jefus as truly God ; or who, in words 

denying his divinity, regards him as the delegate of 
\hc Father in the formation and adminiftration of 
the world \ or, laftly, who ofiers any kind of reli- 
gious addrefles to him. The do£trine of the Divine 
Unity is indeed fo clearly revealed both in the jewiih 
and the chriftian fcriptdres, that all chridians pro- 
fefs td believe it in fome fenfe, though the majority 
hold principles totally repugnant to it. 

Mr. W. in the plenitude of his chriftiaii charity, 
obferves, p. 474^ *' that the account which has been 
<^ given of the fecret but grand fource of infidelity, 
*< may perhaps juftly be extended, as being not fel- 
*' dom true in the cafe of thofe who deny the fun- 
** damcntal doftrines of the gofpel," in other words, 
his own peculiar opinions. Now, the account given 
of the fource of infidelity, p. 472, is this: **It ap- 
*' pears plainly that infidelity is generally the off- 
'* fpring of prejudice, and that its fuccefs is mainly 
" to be afcribcd to the depravity of the moral cha- 
«* rafter." Such, it feems, in Mr. W.'s eftimation, is 
the true account of the general fuccefs of that doc- 
trine, which was embraced by Newton, Lardner, 
and Jebb, and by many others, of the moil fplendid 
talents and unfpotted charafters, who have devoted 
their time to the ftudy of the fcriptures, and who 
are greatly his fuperiors in every branch of facred 

literature. 
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literature. ** TkisTu^efs is mainly to be afcribed 
" to the depravity of the moral charafter.'* Surely, 
this gentleman will, upon refleftion, for his own 
credit, Tetra£t his harfli and unjud cenfare, which 
breathes a fpirit fo inconfiftent with that humility 
and candour which he every where profeffes. What 
right can Mr. W. have to invade the province of the 
Omnifcient Judge, and to arraign his fellow- fervantsy 
and feliow-chriftians, of " moral depravity," becaufe 
they ftridly adhere to, 'What they believe to be, the 
genuine doftrine of their common Mafter, and re- 
folutely rejed all opinions which in their judgment 
are unauthorized, and untrue, by whatever epithets 
they may be dignified, or by whomfoever they may 
be embraced, defended, or impofed ? 

In the fame fpirit of charity, Unitarianifm is re* 
prefented, p. 475, " as a fort of half-way houfe be* 
** tween orthodoxy and infidelity." And truly, 
whatever might be the intention of our zealous att« 
thor, I, for one, am far from being ofiended with 
the quarters he has afligned us \ regarding them as 
a proper medium between ineligible extremes. Nor 
am I afhamed even to avow, that, of the two, I would 
rather approach the confines of cold and cheerlefs 
Ycepticifm, than the burning zone of mercilefs or* 
thodoxy. For, upon the principles of infidelity, at 
the very worft, all events take place at random, and 
my chance is as good as that of another man. But 
if Mr. W/s fyftem be true, the Univetfe is under the 




f< 



€X 



196 jt Review of Mr, Willerforce^s Treatlfe. 

government of Omnipotekt Malignitt; than 
which no conHderation can be more painful and 
alarming. 

At this half-way houfe we are told that a pcrfon 
travelling *' from orthodoxy to infidelity fometimes 
indeed finally ftops ; but not unfrequently he only 
paufes there for a while, and then purfues his pro- 
grefs.** Now, having myfelf been a refident jn it 
for fomc years, I may be fuppofed to know a little 
more about it than Mr. W. And I can from expe- 
rience afiiire that gentleman, that it is a very fafe, 
pleafant, and commodious dwelling, in which if he 
would venture to take up his abode, he would not 
te difpleafcd either with his entertainment or his 
company. To enjoy the fituation however to the 
greateft advantage, he muft: ceafe to look at objefts 
through the falfe medium of a fervid imagination, 
^nd muft view them in the fober light of reafon and 
truth. *^ When he becomes a man, he muft put 
•* away childifh things." He will indeed lofe fome 
of his prefent vifionary raptures 5 but the want of 
thefe will be abundantly compenfatcd by the en- 
largement and fimplicity of his views, by the in- 
creafed ftrength and comprehenfion of his mind, and 
by the proper dircftion of his religious affedlions. 
Our author is miftaken if he means to reprefcct 
the majority of thofe who enter this manfion as only 
fojourners, " paufing for a while, and then purfuing 
*' their progrefs to infidelity." Some, it muft be 

confefled, 
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confefledi of whom we once entertained better hopes, 
have deferted our fociety. We formed, alas, an er- 
roneous judgment of their charafters. ** They 
•* went out from us becaufe they were not of us ; if 
•' they had been of us, they would no doubt have 
<* continued with us*." They either did not un- 
derftand their principles; or they were perplexed 
■ with difficulties which perhaps patience and atten- 
tion might have folved: or they did not fufficicutly 
feci the praftical energy of chriftian truth ; or they 
might poflibly be too much influenced by love of the 
world, to advancement in which, the profeffion of 
unpopular truth is no fmall obftruftior. But it is 
not our province to judge. They have a Matter to 
whom they are accountable ; and by his decifion they 
muft abide. May that fentence be favourable,! — la 
the mean time, Mr. W. may be aflured, that the 
number who have left us are few in comparifon 
with thofe who remain^ or who are daily joining 
themfelvQs to our fociety. And though the believers 
in certain " peculiar doftrines" may think us extra- 
vagant in our expectations, I can afTure them that 
we do not defpair of the advent of a glorious period, 
in the revolution of ages, when- the Unitarian Church 
(ball comprehend in its ample inclofure the whole 
chriftianized world. 

Mr. W. does the Unitarians the juftice to ac- 
Icnowledgei p. 475, << that their teachers by no means 

* X John xi. 19. 
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^* profefs to abfolve their foUowers from the anhend* 
** ing ftriciners of chriftian morality. They prefcribe 
*' the [yredominant love of Go^^ and an haUtual 
" fpirit of devotion." Left however they fliould be 
exalted above meafure by this liberal conceilion, he 
adds, '* But it is an unqueflionable fa£t, a fa£l which 
^ they themfelves aimofl admit, that this clafs of re« 
'* ligionlfts/' as he is pleafed to ftyle them, '^ is not 
'* in general diftinguifhed for fuperior purity of life ; 
*< and ftill lefs for that frame of mind, which, by the 
** injun£lion to be fpiritually, not carnally minded, 
^' the word of God prefcribes to us, as one of the 
^* fureft teds of our experiencing the vital power of 
«« chriftianity." , 

Such is the very candid judgment which Mr. W. 
forms of the moral and religious character of the 
Unitarians. How nearly refembling the temper of 
the Pharifee in the parable: ** God, I thank thee, 
^* that I am not as other men are, nor even as this 
♦* publican.*' How clofely bordering upon that fu- 
pcrcilious fpirit which our Lord reproves in the jews, 
who concluded, becaufe " the Son of Man came cat- 
** ing and drinking," and afFe£ling no habits of au- 
fterity or unncceflary Angularity, that he muft there- 
fore " be the friend, and aflbciate, of publicans and 
** finners !" But, be it known to Mr. W. and to all 
who, like him, are difpofed to condemn their bre- 
thren unheard, that if the Unitarians were inclined 

to L. vii- in the charaders of thofc who have pro- 
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feflcd their principles, " they have whereof to glory j'* 
and that they could bring forward names of allowed 
and tranfcendent excellence, to whofe diftinguiflied 
merits their enemies themfelves have been compel- 
led to bear their unwilling teftimony. And if they 
took pleafure in expofing the faults of their more 
orthodox brethren, they likewife have tales to un- 
fold, which would refleft little credit either on the 
parties or on their principles. But of fuch mutual 
reproaches there would be no end, nor can any ad- 
vantage accrue from them to any caufe. And I 
hope, that the only reply which chriftians who think 
with me will ever vouchfafe to charges of this kind, 
is by the filent eloquence and powerful argument of 
a virtuous and ufeful life. 

In the f;^me fpirit of charity, the author proceeds 
to remark, p. 476, that ** in point of fa£l, Unitari- 
** anifm feems to be reforted to, not merely by thofe 
^* who are difgufted with the ^^ peculiar do^rines^^ of 
** chriftianity (that is, Mr. W.*s opinions), but by 
V<* thofe alfo.who are feeking a refuge fran:> the 
*^ flridlnefs of her praftical precepts-,, and who more 
** partionilarly would efcape from the obligation 
" which flie impofcs on her adherents, rather to in- 
" cur the dreaded charge of fingularity, than fall in 
*' with the declining manners of a difiipated age.** 
Upon this aflertion I fliall only obferve, that for a 
perfon to profefs the obnoxious principles of Unita- 
rianifm in order to avoid the imputation of Hngula- 
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*' profefs to abfolve their' followers from the unbend- 
** ing ftritinefs of chriftian morality. They prcfcribc 
*' the i^cdominant love of Go^3 and an habitual 
*' fpirit of devotion.** Left however they fliould be 
exalted above meafure by this liberal conceflioni he 
adds, *' But it is an unqueftionable fa£l, a fa£k which 
^* they themfelves almo/l admit, that this clafs of re- 
^* ligionifts/' as he is pleafed to fiyle them, ^' is not 
** in general didinguifhed for fuperior purity of life ; 
*' and ililllefs for that frame of mind, which, by the 
*^ injunftion to be fpiritually, not carnally minded, 
^^ the word of God prefer ibes to us, as one of the 
** furcft tefls of our experiencing the vital power of 
« chriftianity." , 

Such is the very candid judgment which Mr. W. 
forms of the moral and religious charafter of the 
Unitcirians. How nearly refembling the temper of 
the Phaiifee in the parable: " God, I thank thee, 
" that I am not as other men are, nor even as this 
** publican." How clofely bordering upon that fu- 
percilious fpirit which our Lord reproves in the jews, 
who concluded, becaufe " the Son of Man came eat- 
*^ ing and drinking,*' and afFe£ling no habits of au- 
fterity or unneceflary Angularity, that he muft there- 
fore " be the friend, and affbciate, of publicans and 
** finners !" But, be it known to Mr. W. and to all 
who, like him, are difpofed to condemn their bre- 
thren unheard, that if the Unitarians were inclined 

to be aih in the chara£lcr8 of thofe who have pro- 
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feilcd their principles^ " they have whereof to glory j** 
and that they could bring forward names of allowed 
and tranfcendent excellence, to whofe diftlnguiflied 
merits their enemies themfelves have been compel- 
led to bear their unwilling teftimony. And if they 
took pleafure in expofing the faults of their more 
orthodox brethren, they likewife have tales to un* 
fold, which would refleft little credit either on the 
parties or on their principles. But of fuch mutual 
reproaches there would be no end, nor can any ad- 
vaiUage accrue from them to any caufe. And I 
hope, that the only reply which chriftians who think 
with me will ever vouchfafe to charges of this kind, 
is by the filent eloquence and powerful argument of 
a virtuous and ufeful life. 

In the fj^me fpirit of charity, the author proceeds 
to remark, p. 476, tliat " in point of faft, Unltarl- 
*• anifm fecms to be reforted to, not merely by thofc 
** who are difgufted with the ^^ peculiar doSlrines^^ of 
** chriftianity (that is, Mr. W/s opinions), but by 
* " thofe alfo.who are feeking a refuge from the 
** ftridtnefs of her praftical precepts •,. a:ul who more 
** partimilarly would efcape from the obligation 
which fhe impofcs on her adherents, rather to in- 
cur the dreaded charge of fingularity, than fall in 
*' with the declining manners of a difTipatcd age.** 
Upon this aflertion I fliall only obfcrve, that for a 
perfon to profefs the obnoxious principles of Unita- 
rianifm in order to avoid the imputation of fingula- 
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rity, is fomething like a man's cafting himfelf info 
the fea to cfcape drowning. It would be an afl 
of pure infanity*. 

Mr. W. p. 476, attempts to account for the ad- 
mifiTion of *' Unitarianifm, where it may be fup- 
" pofed to proceed from the underftanding, rather 
** than from the heart,'* but wifely declines '* enter- 
** ing into a controverfy/' upon which he decides fo 
peremptorily, and of which he knows fo little. Since 
however he has thought proper to aflTign principles 
and motives to the Unitarians, fo widely different 
from the real grounds of their faith and pra£lice, I 
will take the liberty in a few words to fet him right. 

The Unitarians believe, upon grounds comnion to 
all chriftians, that Jefus of Nazareth was a dirincJy 
commiflioned teacher of truth and righteoufnefs ; 
and that, having been publicly crucified by his enc^ 
mies, he was raifed from the dead on the third day. 
They regard it as an indifpenfible duty to believe ' 
whatever he was cpmmidioned to teach. And par- 
ticularly, upon the evidence of his dodlrine and re- 
furreftion, they expeft a general refurre£lion of the 
dead, " both of the jufl and of the unjuft 5" and a 
fubfequent ftate of retribution, in which all fliall be 
treated in exafl: correfpondence with their moral 
charaflers. 

* Numerous and increafing as the Unitarians certainly arc, 
their number is ftill very fmall in proportion to that of the advo- 
cates for the popular fyftem, and the obloquy to which they arc 

i:xpofed is notorious. 

That 
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That Unitariaps believe Jefus to have been a" 
man, for the fame reafons for which they believe 
the proper humanity of Peter and Paul, of Mofes 
and Abraham. He appeared as a man, he called 
himfelf a man, he was believed by all his compa- 
nions and contemporaries, to be a man, he had all 
the accidents of a man ; he was born, he livedo he 
ate and drank, and flept •, he converfed, he rejoiced^ 
he wept, he fufFered, and he died as other men. 

That he was nothing more than a man, pofTefled 
of extraordinary powers and invefted with an extra- 
ordinary divine commiflion, and that he had no ex- 
iftence previous to his birth> they believe, (imply 
upon this ground, that there is no evidence tt> prove 
the contrary. It is not incumbent upon them, nor 
do they pretend, to produce proof, that a perfon wKa 
appeared as a man was really fuch. If any maintain 
that Jefus of Nazareth was fomething more than a 
human beinf , whether an angelic, fuperangclic, or 
divine perfon, it is thfcir bufinefs to prove their af- 
fertion. 

Evidence, fuch as it is, has been produced 5 and it 
confifts of certain texts of fcripture, chiefly taken 
from the New Teftament, which are thought to 
teach, or to imply, the doftrine*. Now, the Unita- 

^ rians 

■'* A perfon who has not paid particular attention to the fuj)- 
je£l:, would be furprifed to find how very few texts there are 
which even feem dire6tly to aflert the prc-cxiftcnce of Chrift. If 

an/ 



202 A Review of Mr. Wilbtffirefs Trtatift. 

rians pledge themfelves to (hew that all thefe pafi^gct 
arc eitli ;!r interpolated, corrupted, or mifundeTfliood. 
This tl.ey do by critical inquiries, either into the 
authenticity of the text, or into its proper meaning 
in the connexion in which it ftands*. Unitarians 
therefore are univerfally friends to a careful, dili- 
gent, *.i]ii critical ftudy of the fcriptures. 

l\- ' -^ the argument reds. No fatisfaftory evi- 
dent. ^ iiwing been produced of the pre-exiftcnce 
an.: (i :i;y of Jcfufi of Nazareth^ the doftrine of 
cc.:=r tiiils to the ground 5 and with it all thofc 
ano-chriiiian opinions which are blended with it, or 

any one is defirous to learn the true do6tnne of the New Tefta- 
ment upon this fubjedt, let him colle£k the texts that are thought 
directly or indireftly to fupport it» and likewife thofe in which 
the titles, attributes, works, and honours of Deity are thought 
to be afcribed to Chrift ; and, comparing the explanations given 
of thefe texts by the writers for and againft the pre-exiflence 
and deity of Chrift, a ferious'and unprejudiced inquirer will 
foon difcover on which fide the weight of argument lies. This 
is the true way of afcertaining the point in queftion. But it re- 
quires time, labour, patience, and candour. It is a much Ihorter 
and eafier courfe, to fay at once of a doftrine, ** that it is the 
** offspring of jprejudice, and that its fucccfs is mainly to be 
<* afcribed to the depravity of the moral character. '* 

♦ See the Commentary of Grotius, Dr. Lardner*s letter on 
the Logos, Mr. Lindfcy's Apology for rtfigning the Vicarage of 
Catterick, and the Sequel to that Apology; alfo, Hopton Hayncs 
on the Attributes gf God. For the do£lrinc of the prim.itive 
Church concerning the perfon of Chrift, fee Dr. Pritftlcy's 

Hiftory of Early Opinions. 
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flow from it. To maintain, that a more fpkndid 
and coftly fchemc of redemption would have been 
more efficacious, and more worthy of God, is highly 
indecent. It is arraigning infinite, Wifd6m at the 
tribunal of human' Folly. The faft is, that God has 
aftually ** fent the man Chrift Jefus to fave us from 
** our iniquities :'•' and we are fure that this method 
of falvation is the bed, becaufe God hath chofca 
it. 

This (hort abftrafl of Unitarian principles will' 
enable us to judge of the value of an argument pro- 
pofed in a work entitled Calvinifm and Socinianifm 
Compared, upon which Mr. W. p. 476, paffes a 
very high encomium •, and the amount of which is, 
** We Calvinifts being much better chriftians than 
" yqu Socinians, our doftrine muft of courfe be 
"true." 

To this " mafterly defence of the doftrincs of ' 
** chriftianity, and acute refutation of the oppoGtc 
** errors,*' Mr. W. and his friepds are highly wcl- 
come.' The Unitarians will not trefpafs upon the 
holy ground. We have learned, that " not he who 
*' commendeth himfelf is approved, but whom the 
*' Lord commendeth * :" and, fatisfied with this, we 
wait with cheerful confidence the decifion of that 
day " which (hall try every man's work " In the 
mean time we reft ourcaufe upon the fcTipture& 
critically examined, and judieioufly explaimed. This 

♦ 2. Cor.' X.I 8. 

way 
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way of rcafoning is branded, in the fame *^ maftcrly 
*' performance *," as *' mangling and altering the 
*^ tranilation to our own minds :'* which brings to 
mj regclleciion the honefl quaker's exclamation^ 
" O argument ! O argument I the Lord rebuke thee." 
From the ra(h cenfures of petulant ignorance, we 
appeal to the deliberate judgment of men of enlight- 
ened minds and found learning ; who tedify their 
regard to the fcriptures, not by empty profcQions, 
nor by blind fubmlfBon to vulgar interpretation?, 
but by making them the fubjefi of candid, fenous, 
and impartial invedigation ; and in fuch a court we 
expeft with confidence a favourable verdift. 

I have now. Madam, finiOied th6 ftri£lures, which 
at your requeft I drew up, on " Mr. W/s Praftical 
" View of the prevailing religious Syftem of pro- 
** fefled Chriftians;" and which, though originally 
intended for your private ufe, I have confentcd, 
with your pernuffion, and at the defire of fome can- 
did and judicious friends, to fubmit to the public 
eye. My intention in writing has not been to de- 
preciate Mr. W.'s charafler ; for I think well both 
of his underftanding and of his heart j and the 
goodnefs of his intentions in the publication before 
us cannot be too highly applauded. Leaft of all 
has it been my wi(h to difparage genuine and prac- 
tical chriftianity. My dedgn has been, to (hew that 
the worthy writer is totally miftaken in the means by 

* Calvinirm and Sociiiianifm Compared^ p. 252. 
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which he would accomplifh his benevolent purpofe of 
making men wiferand betterj and that the opinions 
w^hich he reprefents as the "grand peculiarities" of 
chriftianity are erroneous in the extreme, and defti- 
tute of all fupport from the fcriptures; that they 
calumniate human nature> and derogate exceedingly 
both from the moral charafler and from the abfo- 
lute fupremacy of God \ that they magnify pofitivc 
riteS^ to a degree which muft neceflarily climinilb the 
attention to moral duties ; alfo, that they tend to 
contra6l the mind, and to fill it with vifionary fpe- 
culations, with gloomy apprehenfions, and too often 
with malignant paffions, the reverfe of the liberal 
and cheerful fpirit of genuine chriftianity. Upon 
thefe fubjecls 1 hope that I have exprefled myfelf in 
a manner becoming a candid and ferious advocate 
for truth, without bitternefs or undue warmth. I 
truft alfo, that what has been advanced cannot eafily 
be mifunderjlood\ though I do not flatter myfelf that 
it will not be mifreprefented. How far I may have 
fucceeded in my profefTed defign, muft be left to 
your fuperior difcerpment, and to the judgment of 
;m impartial Public. 

I have the honour to be, Madam, 
Your moft obedient fervant, 

THOMAS BELSHAM. 

lluhiry, 
Fcl*, 14, 179s. 

Trfaite4 bjr J, Dtrit, Ctrtncenr Lmc* 
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